Sealaska: Corporation
pleased with Tongass bill

JUNEAU — Sealpskn Corp. of-
ficiels  announced recently  their
casure with the outcome of the
‘ongass Reform Act legislation, a
compromise Tongass bill which {s ex-
pected to receive presidential
approval.
bill sets aside one mallion acres
of the Tongass National Forest from
logging, requires renegotiation of the
long-term contracts for the mills at
Sitkn and Ketchikan and estnblishes
[O-foor buffer zones on major
anadromous (ish streams

“The new Tongass lnw paraliels the
infent  and nhjeclim of the State
Forest Practces Act on  which

Sealaskns worked dibgently this past
legislative session,’” said Bryon |
Mallott, president and chicf executive
officer for Sealuska

“The issues within the Topgass
Reform Act legisintion, such as buf-
fer strips, contract reform and profec-
ton of lands are matters of concem 1o
muany Alaskans.

“Land use designations under the
new law are similar o the recommen-
dations of the Southeast Conference.
Both the local Southeast communities
aried Sealoskn Corp. will benefit from
the Tongasy legislation since many of
the arcas set aside are compatible with
our land interests,”” he said.

Congress algo made changes (o the
long-term  contracts with the pulp
mills.

“*Sealoska s happy Congress re-
solved the inequities created by the
long-term contracts,”” said Robert W.
Loescher, executive vice president of
Sealaskn.

*'Renegotiation of the contracts will
create a level playing field within the
timber industry and will provide op-
portunity for Native tmberland

cwniers and small business inferests w
he competitive in what was once
monopaled market,”' he sund.

Although o Sealaska land exchange
amendment w the Tongass bill was
dropped earlier this month, Section
502 of the legislation directs the LS,
Forest Service o continge land ex-
chiange discussions wilh Shee-Atikia
Inc., Attkon and Scalaska.

Sttements made by the Alaski
delegation amd by congressiond] loor
lenders encouragmng Sealuska 1w con
tnue negonations with the Forest Ser
vice for lands m the Greens Creck
trnee aren reflect the concern of Con-
gress with the Admiralty Island issues.

““The secretary of agriculture noted
i letter 1o the Congress that a land
eachange may be the only way to ex-
tend the life of the mine,'" Loescher
saidd. “*Sealasks will continue s ef-
forts o consuwmmate o land eachange
in that wrea. ™'

He also congratulated the Huida
Corp, on the success of us fand ex-
change into the Sulzer Portage area of
Prince of Wales [sland.



