Yakutat offers wealth of writing subjects

by Bertrund J. Adams Sr,
fiwr i Thimadrn Tlmes

YAKUTAT — Even though | might
have a sidgen of Swedish inome, |
am & Thogit Inbion from the core.
Even though | now live m Yakota, |
have moots that come from ather parts
ol Southeast Alaska as well, par-
tcularly from Sitka and Wrangell

Ut Kah neek
Intorming and Reporting

OPINION

I oswins Borm an Sutka beciuse thid's
whare iy mddher met my futher while
thiey wire attending Sheldon Jackson,
Hoardmg School

Vier they graduates] they were mur-
v, when I was six months uld my
futher drowned i b huntiong seewden
Aot veawr Jater . my mother moved
Bk o ber home town ol Yakot,

She muarried my steplather, il
Yuokotat has been iy bome since.

| have two Thogit pames. The firs
i wars given o e by my grind
mahier o vy Gathier s side of the fami
Iy She mumed mee Kofoshon, after her
tather, John Kadashan, who was the
choel of o Kiksaeh groop  from
Wranpell

My odher tame s Noads heek s il wis
eeven foome by v siep grandimother
Frowm my, mother s side of the family

I use these names o my wollargs and
art work . Kol b wousesd inomy 1ic
Dol whitle Magrs Ceek s the pen niime
H) Y UNSIYs

My tormmal educatnm was recewved
i Yoakutur, miy high school years were
spbit between Hollund High School in
Holland, Mich.. gnd Moum Edge
cambe High Schoal, o boarding schwoaol
et ishead by the federal government
for Ak Natlves near Sitha

My undergmdunie work was ob-
el Tromn Sheldon Juckson College
e Sitka and Bater a0 Brigham Yoang
Ueavieersily e Provo, Utah,

I ami o self-taught orose el
specidliee o ols and waterenlors. |
learnwes] from an old Thggn Todan
Cractond ot an early agee whiv was a sell-
tiught artst himsell

My shor stories have been pub
lished i the Afasko Native Magazine
il the Horizons. Alaska Magazine

Une story and an csasy iy presently be-
ing considered for publicatwon i the
New Alaskan

Ihe Alaska Notive Magazine has
used my witercolors o dlustrate all
iy stones und the New Afackin is nlso
considering using my arn work.

My stories are all eolor. | take a
shice of lite from the litestyle, culiure,
history and trxdition of the Tlingit peo-
ple of my um-.muml:,- anid anempt o
develop a plot which will keep the in-
terest of the reader

To inform and entertain s the ob-

jective for my wrining, however, pur-
tieulurly ubout the culture, history and
|rm:lumn of the Thinght people of my
comumumity. 1 att tor develop a plot
which will keep the isterest of the
reamder.

To miorm and entertain is the ob-
jective for my writing, however, par-
piculirly about the cultuse, history and
traddition of my people, the Tlhingit In-
dians of Yokutat.

I am o commercial Naherman by
trae but work o6 o short story néar-
Iy every doay and am presently work-

g o two novels,

Cnee in a while, 1 will write un
essay which attempls w develop a
theme around a Nmr ve insue that mb-
bles me. This is done to promptly gel
something olf my chest F L un attempt
1o promote :.cmm individuuls (miost-
by our leaders) into action from thei
Insction.

Needless 1 say, there is o wealth of
information and things 10 write abouwl
in Yakutnt. However, | intend 10 ex-
pand my interest eventually to all pars
ol this great state of Alaska.



