Drug dealers have a devastating impact

To the mayor and fellow members ol
the Wales Council;

This letter is being written o bring
attention o a problem which has long
existed and which has had a devas-
tting effect on our community.

There are those who will deny such
a problem exists, even getiing angry
al the person bringing It up, saying
he/she E:nmhlnu but a troublemaker.
Let me well you that the trouble was
brought in by the dealers, and it has
now gotten W the point where 100
many victims are readily visible for us
to deny L

| have had crew members whis look
#s their share 25-30 head ot the end
of the season. This vory, dently
vsed, would have been sulficient 10
purchase o second-hand snowmachine,
wiarm clothes, good guality firearms
and gmimoe for ﬂw v aduald unter

Instead, this raw ivory has gone o
the dealer whose greed knows no
bounds, as we shill see, leaving the
poor, hapless vicuim nothing 1o look
forward o but a winter of idleness!

This wlleness, just like work,
pecomes & habit andd in time we have
a worthless individual who shuns all
productive type activity, Il he does
work, it contributes 2ilch toward the
well-bemg of his family because he
prefers mstead o spend tus money on
dope.  This  stutement canma  be
vepnachimted; we all know people who
fit this role.

There s not one family 0 Our
village which has not been affected by
the prevalence of drogs. Saddest of al
may bt the case of our ehders. They

neither understand the extent nor the
reason for this malaise.

They only know thut it has had a
h‘.ghljr ative and ingunous effect.
T'on people who huve gotten along by
H'm::r effort and perseverance,

wimessing therr sops or grandsons

becoming so wle has 10 have o disturty
ing elfect.

Then, too, they ure forced 1o take
up the stack economicully that their
offs “"f would normally fill,

\\E: all huve paid lip service, at one
time or another, professing our respect
and concern for the well-being of our
elders, and yet in actual practice have
conducted ourselves in a manner
diametrically u;ﬂrm:d i ther
teachings and wi

The sbsence of elders from our
various meetings starkly illustrutes
how little we listen to them. But then
they usually have advice pertaining o
parsmeters of conduct that make us il
dl case And ves, we have Lo have our
(WL WY,

It is sacd andd maddening that they
have been given this burden 1o bear
through no fault of their own, while
the dealers, those purveyom of misery,
have blithely carried on thewr trade,
immune 0 shame, guilt and even the
reaches of the luw . In o perverse irony
we, the victims, are made 1o shoulder
w near unbearable load while these
prarasites continue their busipess

[0 those who would deny the ex-
istence of these dealers, | can only say
Please, do notinsult our intelligence
The dealers are readily wdentitiabie
The vme tor demial of therr readity and
tor Fooling ourselves s long past

Let me also wdd that fear of a slander
suit s the least of my wormes. To label
u dealer lous, greedy, uncar-
ing for his victims is 10 describe him
perfectly. | would love 1o get these
people into a court of law,

To those who would call the dealers
their friends, let me say: A friend does
il 1ip ofT your ivory, consigning you
o & winter of unpmdmlv’sry, & friend
does not lessen your chances of
becoming a viably independent enli-
ty, nor does he ignore the plight of
your parents or grandparents as they
ure forced (o shoulder the additional
burden of supporting you.

A friend encourages you to carve,
hunt and endeavor to be productive,
A friend has the guts to incur yvour
wruth, misplaced as it may be, (o iy
and help you become a more useful
member of society.

A ludiorous and wreiched set of
vialues his tken root here. Advising
a {yu&ulg crewman 1o make prudent use
of his vory is o invite o reply of
something along the lines of,

‘Mobody can el me what 1o do!™

Then, 20 mimutes later it is not un-
comman (o observe the same person
lugging a honey -bucket for one of our
dealers!

It 15 these same wdividuals who
further worry me os they should all of
pur community. Ina few short yeurs,
they will be reaching the age of 40,
W prepared o cope with the respon
sibility that that age demands. A
history of endeavor, w0 essentinl 1o
hasic survival, will be missing Trom
thewr character. Such is the legacy ol
the dowler

Has anyone ever observed and
wondered about the relwionship bet-
ween dealer and victim? This sy
biotic intersction merits a closer ex-
nmination. We realize that one withour
the other would create complete ¢haos
for both! Each is completely depen-
dent upon the other for survival. The
result 15 a sick but powerful bond bet
ween the victim and dealer!

Understanding this bond gives un in-
dication of just how difficulr it will be
o bring curcumstances back o pormal
— freeing the victitn of the cluches
of the dealer, rehabilitating him and
helping him become a useful member
of society provided be’s even willing
Af:::' all, o one can wll him what 10
do!

Violence manifests sell i many
ways. [The dealing of drugs 15 a form
ol violence, and yet we continue 1o
deny this ogre which has visited us,

Muost vocal in his dentals 1 the vic
tim. This sad, pathetic creature has
grown comfortable with merely ex-
isting and, 45 staled before, ussists the
dealer in every way, For him to
endeavor, o proctice (nitwbve 5 alien,

How much more of this cin we
ke How much longer cun tolerate
this”

Askmg the guilty parties o mike
amends is oul of the question. They
cun never fepiy our young for the lowst
unproductive years. [ is up W us, the
victums 1o pack up the preces. A sirong
mandate to begin somewhere exiats
here

Sincerely.
Vincent 5. Okpealuk
Wales



