Early life included tents, dogs and trees
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ROTZEBUE In the month of
May when the e was breaking up.
| came into this world and was named
alter o man called Pomivaviuk b
never wias (old why

OPINION

Inupiat Paitot
People’s Heritage

I grew up ina reindeer camp called
Napraagrudik, a hitle nvine nonheas
ol Selowik Lake I the cump, there
wis # house | recall where
el st or whiteman's food’
was stored, Do the woods, there were
other tents, dops and trees, us well as
childeen 1w play with

| remember my parents traveling by
dog team during the winter, and | have
fond memornes ol my  mother w
Nupaagtuhik being o humorous aid
happy woman while my father relped
smnking Velveteen tobacco

My favorite memory wis Tollowing
dtggidik, my brather, down w the clear,
froeen niver 1o hook for grayhing. We
iy om our stomuchs and  looked
through the e 1w wilch the fish
swinming

Duning our early childhood, we
were properly dlothed wirth tor amd
nurtured by ey mother. But later, she
wirs constantly in the hospital, An in
curable cancer ok her life in early
tallt of 195K, leavioy my father
hrather and 1wo sisters

We moved 10 Selpwik where out
Lol education began wd whene our
grandmother, Mayruduk . took respon
sibility lor our care. Separated from
her abusive hushank, she lived in
dependently in o lintle sod house

recall a year Inter an the fall, oor
father once traveled upriver by gasuy
He then rafted down nver with logs
and  rebudt our prandmother’s sod
hoase

After ice breakup, my brother wnd
I would always tollow our gramd
mother as shie ventured off 10 camp in
u hittle rowboat. Sometimes we rowed
the boit or pulled it along the shore
bt py Fvorne was siling o on lnkes

As we satled, | watched my prind
mother enjoy a Camel cigareite sl
srnile as she exhaled the smoke CHten
times, | would sncuk o cigoretie,
imitating her way of smoking, but the
tohacco was very strong

| enjoyed my years with Grand
maother, but in 192 my hrother and
I gt sent away 1o boarding school
4 000 miles away! | cried the first
severnl nights away from home in this
strange environment — Wrangell In-
stitute in Southeast Alaskn. To me, it
was a cullural shock.

After that, | went south every fall
to attend Mt. Edgecumbe High School
und returned home each spring. |
used o traveling back and forth. The

maore time | spent away from home,
the less T used the Inupiag language

Ot lm-.gmugc wins nol Inupiag, but
“cool man’ lungung-. Listening and
dancing to rock™n’roll music was the
“mnthing. " We dressed in the "6k
style, including wearing bobby socks.
We rutted und sprayed our hair 1o hold
it in style,

We looked lorward to going home
cach spring when school let out in
Moy. As we saw our home villige
tronn the plane, some of us got emo
tonal and some got excited. When the
villagers ot home heard of our arrival,
the whiole village would rush o the an
Pport 1o grecl us

My grandmothér would wait a
home, 1'd cry when we were reunited
becuuse | missed her

1 completed hugh school in 1969, A
min n Selawik asked for my hand in
mgeriage through a letter seeking my
tither s permission. Luckilv, 1 decided
1o go 1o Aloska Methodist University
i Anchorspe. My fuher respected my
desire

During my first years of college. |
enperienced difficulties living an m
dependemt hife. Bur | enjoyed cross
country skimg and tumbling, and 1 met
foreign stiudents Trom Naroba, Samow
and  Japan as well as others from
Aliskn

Nawacfays, I en-
joy camping and
listening to the
birds and loons. |
like the smell of
trees, Labrador
tea and plants

budding in early
spring. fﬂkmane
miniature plants

growing on the

There was a piich blick male student
from Natrobi who asked me, “11 you
had 10 choose between a biock man
and n white man, which would you
marry?"”

| responded, ""Perhups an Inupiag
(Eskimo) man,”" Hin eyes and teeth
gleamed as he lnughed ot my w-
terunce, Today, 1 still wonder exact-
Iy what he meani.

Much 10 my surprise, | met o man
who came from New Hampshire but
whose parents taught in our region of
Aldnska for many vears. We were in
the sume closs: Humon Behaviomnl
b Ly |

W pot rasrmied, bt he livedd i New
Harnpahure, and 1 lived in Selawik. We
could not Tive together in either world
For a shont penod, though, we ven
twred Far and wide in Adasks and on
the Epst Coast, which was how |
learned o drive all kinds of cars, To
day, 1 value hi friendship and com.
panionship. We separsted meely. He
15 now remarried and living happily
i Califormn

Nowadays, | enjoy camping and
listening 1o the birds and loons. 1 like
the smell of trees, Labrador tea and
plants budding in early spring. | like
(0 sce miniature plants growing on the
wndma, Other than lisiening to and
watching nature, there is much work
t0 do at camp such as getting frewood,
checking the nets for fish, picking ber

Hannah Pamivavluk Lrarm Rrew up in @ rﬂrl.:.i'-r'irr mmp in Northwest Alaske,

ries and nding i my cousin’s 12-foa
river bhosl with o 15-horsepower
Evinmude outhoard motor

When | wm not ot camp, | um in
dependent gust like my grundmothes
russing four children. 1 also spend iny
nme working for the Subsistence Divi
o of the Alaskn Deparniment of Fish
& Giame, But above ull, my higgest
rewiard and oy o returming boack w the
samie spol where our pramdmother Tis)
rised my brother and me

She is no longer there, but her span)
lives on. Amd yes, | may Light up o
crgnrefie, except now | don’t sneak
them

Hoennah Paniveviuk Leon as an In
upiar Eskime who iaanies working in
Kotzebue and raixing o fomily with
wubsivtence hunting. fishing  and
vathering. She wrore this piece in o
writing class at Chukchi, a branch
cumpus of the University of Alaska
Fairbanks. Chukehi News and Infor-
marion Service Ix @ weiting progect iof
Chukehi Campus




