Senate OKs bill supporting ban on driftnets

Fhis Senate gave final approval
recently 10 a fisheries il thar
strengthens the U.S. pasition against
driftnets ardd rowing the Alaskn majori-
ty on the North Pacific Fishen
Muanagement Council.

The legislation, which extends the
Magnuson Fishery Conservation and
Munagement Act, includes an amend-
ment authored by Sen. Ted Stevens,
R-Alaska, that supports the United Na-
tions resolution ““in% for n
moratorivm on the use of high scas
drifinets by June 1992,

The Stevens amendment also states

that international agreements on the
use of driftnets that are negotiated
belore the 1992 mormtorium should re-
quire 100 percem satellite coverage
and T!-upmm observers on drifinet
vessels.

In addition, the amendiment calls for

a permanent ban on destructive fishing

ractices beyond the Exclusive
‘conomic Zone of any nation.

““This is yet another way of putti
the Japanese, Taiwanese and Sout
Koreans on notice that high seas drift-
nets are unacceptable and will ni be
tolerated, " Stevens sabd,

“'Slep by step, we're getting closer
(1] cndi:& this destructive practice,”’
he udded,

Sievens said the bill makes
no change in the makeup of the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council,
Earlier this year, Stevens said he
fought successfully in the Senate to re-
tain the Alosks majority on the coun-
cil. The original House of Represen-
ttives version would have (Wi
seats and shifted control of the group
to Washington and Oregon interests.

1" critical that we keep conirol
over the management of fishery

respurces ofT our coast,”” he sid

The legislation also gives the coun
cil the muthority to recommend to the
secretary of the Department of Com:
merce an observer progrom and lee
system for Alaska Nishenes, Stevens
said,

Another provision of the bill bans
Lhe E:rl.l'.‘lh:ﬂ of roe stripping.

Aler i:.ning the conference report
on the Magouson reauthorization, the
Senate returned it 1o the House of
Representatives o cormect @ provision
that would prevent data collected by
observers from being used for enforce:
menl purposes,



