Akhiok students build kayak for exhibit

With just two days to go before the
end of the 1989- 1990 school year, the
children of Akhiok School in the
village of Akhiok (populution 70) on
Kiodmk Island completed a school pro-
ject which is being seen by visitors
from awround the world,

Ihe students used traditional
methods nod materials 1o construct 4
I4-foot lang kavak For the " “Russian
America: The Forgotten Frontier”” ex-
hibit which will be on view at the An-
choruge Museum of History and A,
beginmng Nov. 19

Since January, 12 students ages
117 years from this school of only
24 students worked oo thaey full-stze
replica of a traditional  kayak
Ianibarka

[t started gy something that parents

and local interest groups thougiy

An 1weom from an Alewtian Fslands
church is part of the exhibis

wirald be an interesting siddition (o the
swhiool's curniculum and something
that, 10 a prachical way, would help
Children rediscover their herntage,
A Danish museum provided draw

wngs of a Native vessel by the French-
man La Perouse who visited Kodiak
Islandd i the 18th cemtury.

Parents and villagers both from
Akhiok und Ol Harbor studied 1he
drawings und discussed construction
methods and possible matenials. An
Eskimo. couple from Nome was
chlisted to teach the children how 1o
sew skin.

It has really beena community ¢f
ot im terms of wdvice wnd support,””
st Steve Rounsaville, the tencher
who coordinated the operation, *'bul
the actial physical work was done
ulost entirely by the children 1t was
armagnificent efon, Nota single one
of them, nor the stall, nor the parents
involved. had ever done anything like
this before. ™

When Barbara Sweetlamil S,

curutor of the exhibal, approached the
Kodink Area Nanve Aswocation for
help i finding an example of & histone
vessel from Kodiak Ishand for the ex-
hibit, they immedimely  suggesied
Akhiok School. But it was not until the
completion of the pragect thist 1L wie
reabized just how far the litle boat
would travel

As the cemterpiece of the * " Hunters
of  the Sed™ seetion of  this
4,000 square Tood exhabin, the Kayak
will be on view at the Anchorage
misewm through Feb, 10, 1949

Adter Anchormge i1 will be on ex
bt ot the Alaska Stite Museum
luncau, Apnl 26-5cpt. 22, 180 the
Uaklond  Museurmt, Oaklumd, Culd .
Chet. 200, 1990 -Jgn. 12, 1990, and the
Library of Congress, Feb 15 Appd 20,
LR,



