
Sheffield talks of Native sovereignty
! Gov .,

Bill SheSheffieldmeld tonktook aa-

break
a-

breakbreak from his bUlYbusy! schedule inin-
the

in-
thethe intenolinternol town of FairbanklFairbanksFairbanks-
to

!
, to addreaddress, the sharehuldersshareholders atat-

Doyon's
at-

Doyon'sDoyon'sDoyons' annual meetmgmeeting Satur-Satur--

day at Ithehe PolamPolaris lIotelHotel..

One of the issues addreaddressedaddressed-
by

sedsed-

byby Sheffield wawas the state\statestate'sstatesstate-
position

state's-
position

\'
position on the Indian Reor-ReorReor-

ganization

Reor-

ganization

--
ganization Act and certification

of cOllstitutiolllconstitutions ! which wouldwould-
recreate

would-
recreatere-createrecreate- new IRA councils inin-

Alaska

in-

AlaskaAlaska .

Sheffield told the group thatthat-
his

that-
hishis staff had been working onon-

the
on-

thethe IRA problem and he feelsfeels-

strongly
feels-

stronglystrongly that some resolutionresolution-
wiU

resolution-
willwiUwill be forthcoming to the com-comcom-
plex

com-
plex

-

plex business of defining thethe-
state

the-
statestate of AllSka'sAllSkasAlaska'sAlaskas: ' relationship toto-
the

to-
thethe IRA councils .,

Sheffield said that he hashas-
been

has-
beenbeen working with the AlaskaAlaska-
Federation

Alaska-
FederationFederation of Natives and wilJwillwilJ-

very

will-

veryvery soon be appointing a tasktask-
force

task-
forceforce made up ofofrepresentativesrepresentativesrepresentatives-
from

representatives-
fromfrom AFN , United Tribes Alas-AlasAlas-

ka
Alas-

ka
-

ka , both Houses of the StateState-
Legislature

State-
LegislatureLegislature, and members of his

adminhtadministrationration , uas well as feder-federfeder-
31

feder-
al

-

31al agency representatives . TIleTheTIle-

task
The-

tasktask force should be namednamed-
later

named-
laterlater this month .

Sheffield went on to say thatthat-
he

that-
hehe feels certain that the IRAIRA-
issues

IRA-
Issuesissues will eventually end up inIn-

thethe courts , however , he said hehe-
is

he-
isis committed to some adminis-adminisadminis-
trative

adminis-
trative

--
trative resolution through thethe-
task

the-
tasktask force approach , rather thanthan-
waiting

than-
waitingwaiting for the judiciajudicial) branchbranch-
toto act..

One question raised by Tan-TanTan-
ana

Tan-
ana

-

ana Chiefs Conference PresidentPresident-
Spud

President-
SpudSpud Williams on4n the IRAIRA-
matter

IRA-
mattermatter was "OverOver" 7010 applica-applicaapplica-

tions

applica-

tions

--
tions for the certification ofcon-concon-

stitutions

con-

stitutions

-

stitutions for new IRA coun-coun-

cihoils continue to sit on thethe-
desk

the-
deskdesk of U.SUS. . Interior SecretarySecretary-
Clark

Secretary-
ClarkClark whose excuse for takingtaking-
no

taking-
nono action has been that he isis-

waiting

is-

waitingwaiting for a response or direcdirec-direc-
tlon

.-

tlon from Sheffield'sSheffields' admlnistraadministra-administraadministra-
tion

-.
tion In Alaska ,". "

Sheffield reacted strongly toto-

that
to-

thatthat statement , sayhsayiti'gsayitig'g "II" havehave-
continually

have-
continuallycontinually told Clark and hishis-

people
his-

peoplepeople that he does not have toto-
hold

to-
holdhold up those applfcationsapplications forfor-
the

for-
thethe state . Certifying IRA appliappli-appli-
cations

.-

cations Is a federal responsiresponsi-responsi-
bility

-.
bility and the State of AlaskaAlaska-
has

Alaska-
hashas nothIng to do with it .

to"t-
oSheffieldSheffield promised to againagain-

call
again-

calcallcal! Clark next week to reaf-reafrealreaf-
finn

real-
firm

-

finnfirm his position on the matter .,


