Women veterans have much to offer

by Jack Shields
for the Theudra Times

Women, today is your m. | would
like o digress from reporting our pro-
press with the Veterans Affairs pro-
jects and wrn the spotlight on one of
our own Alaskan veterans: If you
don't already know her, please let me
introduce Ann Franklin.

She is, however, better known o the
members of the American Legion as
the Western District  commander,
Depurtment of Alaska, She was also
the first women commander of Post
No. 11, Fairbanks, and served two
consecutive lerms,

Franklin has recently been
nominated us o candidate for member-
ship to the Veteruns Admunistration’s
Advisory Committee on - Women
Veterans, This committee  was
esinhlished in 1983 and has muade
significant recommendations relative
1o the VA's delivery of benefits and
health coare services [0 women
veLeTans,

Those women veterans whi become

If you don't
already know her,
please let me
introduce Ann
Franklin.

members of this committee bring with
them a background of familiarity with
the needs of women veterans with
respect to health care, rehabilitation,
compensation, outreach and other VA
benefit  programs.  Franklin's
background amd experience cenainly
encompass those concerns, and as
A-year resident of Alaska she has
guined a keen imsight it the problems
specific o women velerans, amd men,
who live in the Interior and remote
rural areas

She believes that the lack of VA
factlinies and the solatton and
remoteness of the aren primarily af

fect the WWI and Korean era woimen
veterang, while employment problems
and tra ration create difficulves
for the Vietnam weteran, and the
absence of veterans” counseling ser-
vices for women affects all women
velerans,

Frinklin was born in Tennessee,
wenl (o high school in Wyoming,
enlistesd in the Navy in 1951, and serv.
ed four years of active duty during the
Korean Conflict. She come o Alaska
following her release from the Navy
and joined the Amencuan Ll:gmn il
worked her way into the position she
holds 1oday

o her role as Western District com
wunder she bis committed hersell o

visiting each Legion Post in her Divi-
sion, which includes the widih of
Alaskn, from Cordova north to Noine

Franklin has the unique distinetion
of having four generations of her fami-
ly presently belonging to American
Legion Post No. 1] i some capaci-
1y, Her son and brother are members,
her mother belongs to the Auxibary .,
and her grandson s & Sons of the
American Legion,

Congratulations o cach and every
ong of this family of dedicated persons
and w specinl congratulations to you,
Ann, for your special nominanion o
at inportant matiomal commitiee, amd
fur your dedication 1o your lellow
veternns, women and men alike




