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TheThe great river ofofcold' cold flowed-

down
flowedfl'oweilfloweil' '

down from the North PPolele ,

arced through eea'sterneastern<'stern SiberiaSiberia-
then

Siberia-
thenthen found its channel across the-

Bering
thethe-

BeringBering Sea . By,, December 23 thethe-
deepening

the-
deepeningdeepening cold had fun'neled-

.through
funneledfun'neledfunneled-

through

'

...throughthrough Isabel 'Passp'ass and in the-

quiet
thethe-

quietquiet of the night found
,,. thethe-

great
the-

greatgreat Copper River Valley ., AtAt-

tIe
At-

thethetIe) massivemlssive'dammlssivedam; ', dam of the ChugachChugach-

and
Chugach-

andand Wrangell Mountains the ccold-

halted
coldldld-

haltedhalted and it sank evereyer deeper toto-

minus
to-

minusminus 64 degrees at the lowestlowest-

part
lowest-

partpart of the valley . Here at multi-

roomed
multi-

roomed
multi-

roomed
multi-multi-

roomed Goldy'sGoldys' RoadhouseRoadhous allall-

was
all-

waswas in readiness for ChristmasChristmas-
Eve

Christmas-
EveEve .

\

""II lock the door at 111I ., PartyParty-

goes
Party-

goesgoes tilltiJJ I say it'sits'' over ."
Goldy'sGoldys' words reachreachedd to oil .,

construction campseamps north andand-

'northwest
and-

'northwest'northwest-northwest'northwestnorthwestas-' as far as FFaiFairbanksai'rbanksairbanks'banks ,

south to Valdez , terminus of thethe-

$8bil1ion
the-

$8billion$$8-billion$88billion$8-bil1ionbil1ion-- pipeline that hadhad-

brought
had-

broughtbrought great riches to the state .

So as the lonely men beganbegan-

arriving
began-

arrivingarriving to find the ChristmasChristmas-
Spirit

Christmas-
SpiritSpirit at Foldy'sFoldys' , she ' pulled-

down
pulled-

down
pulled

down britches over her., fatteningfattening-
legs

fattening-
legslegs , carefully situated the parkaparka-

hood
parka-

hoodhood over her wig andandand'trudgedandtrudgedand'trudged-

outdoors

' trudgedtrudged-
outdoorsoutdoors amongamon8, the many eagereager-
arrivals

eager-
arrivalsarrivals "

'. and OverQver ,. to the ''
.
three-

pump
.three-

pump
three-

pump
three-three-/''

pump -,_ Islandsland . which dispenseddispenseddispensed-
fuel

.- three-/.-three'

fuel to thirsty vehicles . ,
'
, ii-

AboveAbove the pump canopy', thethe-

red
the-

redredredneonneon sign read VVACANCY-VACANCYACANCV . -.

HappifyHappilyHappilyGoldy," ,
Goldy switched on

.,

.thetheth, e,

,

adjoiningadjoiningsignsignsign .., Now ., the two propro-

claimed
pro-proro-

claim
ro-ro-

:

claimclaimedQ NNONOVACANCY,VVACANCYACANCV :. ;

"

_'
.

GoldGoldyjGordy ,
;;d, lookedok dJdJhigh''

highhigherhighrr ' to ,..thetheththee ,'

llargelrgerge r?""
kv, bulbclusteredbulb-clusteredbulbclusteredlb - lust red\redredplyi;!:

,\<+ ;, plyiplywoodplywoo>9 d
,

stairstar ';''shesheSlleshe"and"thesheandtheshe"and"thegiris'ltad"con'"''andandand
' ""-

the
t-

he" t1i
,
Jgirls'gg''grgiris'ltad"congirisltadcongiris'ltad"con-

structed
r s ''ll'hadhadd.""''- con

c- onn ¬.,

"

structedstrllcted, atop . a'i5p.fooai5p.fooai5pfooa-5p-foota5pfoota,50-foota,50a50a,50footspruce
.', ,,- -.. spruce-

pole
sprucespruce-

p
spruce

ppotepolel , . , She
''-

puncl1
p-

uncl1
'-

punc
p-

uncpunchedCdCd'anotd
.
'''anotanot'anotheranother'ariotI1erariotI1eree-

switch
,r

,

''

switch . TheThe'stThest' starstarblazed''r"bfrbf'r"bfzed,",, blazedzed forth-aforthafortha-
farre

fortha-
farreaching

'-

far-refarrefar-reachingfarreachingfar-reachingfarreaching- cIijng 'b'eacbeacbeaconbeaconn ''forall''forfortor
'; alla11

,
:;
' wJwhowho-

sought
who

soughtsough'tsoughtChristmas' '-'ChristnlasChristnlas-ChristmasChristmasChristmas ' happiness
, 'atatattt-

FFFbldyFoldy'sFoldys'atFoldy's
,

ld '''s2-'s2s2's2lilG'-:'' <lilG°V, i;,. ;.l'r I" , , , , I-II1?- "
1-

No
1\1\ '
: '\:,

NoNowV'"''' G'oGoGoldy'sGoldysG'oldy.s'6Goldy.s6Goldys6G'oldy.s'6loorrk' dy'sdys' '
Iloorrklookk\kkbkcame''\,' bbecamebecame-

one
camecame-

oneone ofofopen.moun'thedofopenmourithedopen-mounthedopenmounthedopen.moun'thedopen.mounthedopenmounthedopen-mourithedmourithed-.-
'

'wonder'HdnderHdnder..vondervonder ,

andandandthandtheththethestar'. star rreflectedfl ted onOtl herher-

contact
her-

contactcontact lenseslenses'andlensesand''- and
a- ndandanditecapp.\whitecapped-

'teeth
white-cappedwhitecapped\\ite-cappitecapp-- dd-

'teetH''teethteeth'teetHasas she smiledsmiledwidelysmiledwidelywidelywidely , savor-

ing
savor-

ing
savorsavor-¬-

ing all the $$100100$190190 cover chargescharges-

that
charges-

thatthat Were flowingflowrg! into herIer} greengreen-

cash
green-

cashcash box .,

Puffing a bit , she peered atat-

the
at-

thethe thermometer near the door .

""HoldingHolding steady at minus 6464-

degrees
64-

degreesdegrees ,,"" she announced to well-

wishers
well-

wishers
well-

wishers
well-well-

wishers who solicitouslysolicitousJysolicitbusly
.
.helpedhelpedhelped-

remove
.helped-

removeremove , her cold-wecoldwecold-weathercoldweather- ther geargear-

and
gear-

andand linked their arms affec-
tionately

affec-
tionately

affecaffec-¬-

tionately aboutaDoutabout'
her as she steer-

ed
steer-

ed
steersteer-¬-

ed them tow'ardtowardtoward the bar testoon-
ed

festoon-
ed

festoontestoon-testoonfestoon- ¬-

ed withwithaa red plasticplasticMERRYplasticMERRY-
CHRISTMAS

'
.:
'
'MERRYMERRY'MERRY-

CHRISTMAS
MERRY

CHRISTMAS !

The nine ''o'clockoclock' floor showshow-
so

show-
soso attraattractedted the .,.viewersviewers ' they nono-
longer

no-

longerlonger
,

lookedlookedatat each newnew'arrivalnewarrival' arrivalarrival-

enteringenteringentering'theenteringthenew'arrivalentering'the'the'the door amidamidswirlsswirls ofof-
cold

of-
coldcold airair and fog that set thethe-

tinseJed
the-

tinseledtinseledtinseJed Christmas tree to shiver-

ing
shivershiver-shiver-

ing
¬-

ing .

By 10 o'clockoclocko'c1ockoc1ock' the boisterousboisterous-
din

boisterous-
dindin all but drowned out thethe-

hardworking
the-

hardworkinghardworkinghard-workinghardworking;- musiciimsmusiciansmusicians , perspir-
ing

perspirperspir-perspir-

ing
¬-

ing as greatly as the many win-

dows
win-

dows
winwin-¬-

dows in the densely packed andand-

humid
and-

humidhumid rooms . Giggles , ,.,
laughslaughs-

and
laughs-

andand shouts reachedreached.9utwardreached9utward., putwardoutward ,
and-

heaveriward
andand-

h
'

hheavenwardheaveriwardavenward , past .,.thethe bravelybravely-
twink

bravely-
twinkling"startwinktwinklingtwinkling"startwinklingstaring"staringstar'""

star .,
,

At.,, 1055; Goldy ;, expertlyexpertly-
extricated'herselffrom

expertly-
'extricated'extricated'extricatedextricated'herselffromextricatedherselffrom''herselfherself'herselfJromherselfJrom, .,.fromfrom ; clclamorclamorfficf). ,,

,/:
ing '

];;)inenment ,
"" walzwaltzedwaltze'd'1waltzed1! '{r

'

' tIr9uthroughthroughthethroughthe-
press

! :tt] .,.,
|:

,

the"
I'' 'rpressjvofT-rpressjvofTrpressjvofTdancingandborrowedprpressss.tsst.. +;',ofofl, ,,- 9dancingdancingtbodiesqing\qingqingl',\,<,l bp'diesbpdies

,<? esfa:" andand,",11,
""'borrowed the ' drummer'sdrummersdr'ummer's' '' brassbrass-

cymbal
rassrass-

cymbalcymbal.. ArmingArmingIherself'Iherself
.,.herselfherself. withwithwith"awitha'"'

a
' "

"o\li"M"ooli"MliM\ " , "
' :! Jir , ,

subelarge kitkitchenl1en spoon , Shesheshesubshesub-'-sub-sub'sub-subsub-

rnariried

.-

f11aritnaririedrnaririede past admirersadmirersadl1'lireradl1lirer' ., totq thth-

iloorl
the-

loor
thee

(floor.1floor1looriloorl.: '
,te.,

floor.1"Ger

//"Ger"GerGer:

{"""GetGetGet:1Get1:'
:
. "

= in.linlin.lshjinn .; ,' \ , shjsh'esheshe' shoutedshouted
,

tto
-, ";

>

'it''th'ricethrice
<

tliree
(

}' ree latlatecopierslatecornervtho)' ririI.':;''tltieatltiea
( ;n1

-
-II'

., peerepeered
S''rr'ilil'ilthrough, through } ththeViceVpgthe'icefogtheicefog; ,;'

c'c\fogc'cccfog'
,

'\" (
. ShcShe/SheShesawSlie-saSliesa,/:-

, sawww-

'onl''''onlonl'onlyonly'onlythe'glitteringonlytheglittering:' thethe'gIthegI'glitteringteringteringt$starstar-

The
star--start r>'!. -'- .'

The ' door1dO'OfdOOfdoor' ' closedclosed ''grudgfngly-

on
'grudginglygrudgingly'grudgfnglygrudgfngly

on icy hingeshinges'GoldyhingesGoldy':. ':'Go1Goldyty ., repeatedlypeatedlyrepeatedpeatedly-
crashed

]

crashed thcthethtf'sp'ponthtfsppon" '
Sp'pOItSppOItsp'ponsppon''

,
againstagainsagain's

' t,

'
thth-

cymbal
thethe-

cymb 'cymbcymbalcymballl un'- tilun- tiluntily'ftheuntilyfthen iVf' ';,, the ''noisynoisy inin-

quieted
inn

..quietedquieted .
', ''JJw- /ww-

v'?'x'111x111/'
:
*"

v
:

",

,

.
',

',"""It's1Its1"It'sIts"It's'11Its11' ' 1111 o'clockoclock' ,. PlaPlace'sPlacese' clos-

ed
clos-

ed
closclos--¬-

''-

On
O- ned . On with ''thethe ., party ! " shsh-

shouted
sheshe-

shoutedshouted aridaridshotshot the bolt hornhorn-

with
homehome-

yith
e,:wjthyithwith a ththudd that brought load-

yelps
loadload-

yellsyelpsyells? and ''poundingpounding of table-

until
tablestabletables-

untiluntiluntilonlyonly' ,
the musicians ' open-

ing
open-

ing
openopen-¬-

ing and closing mouths anan-

gyrating
andand-

gyratinggyrating bodies indicatedindicate t1Iey-

were
theyt1Ieythey-

werewere singing the rockrock'nrockn'n' ''rot-

Christmas
'rollroll'rotrot'roll-

ChristmasChristmasChristmas songsQngtong . .

A short movie '
, acts and danc-

ing
danc-

ing
dancdanc-¬-

ing quicklyquickly followed whilewhile-

Goldy
while-

GoldyGoldy'' happilyhappilyvisualizedvisualized thethe-
profits

the-

profitsprofits and urgurgedd partygoers andand-
makers

and-
makersmakersmakersmakerstoto "'"greatergreater'greater efforts andand-
spending

and-
sperrili

d
sperrilispendingsperrilig .

"

g ww-
Near

'

Near .'... midnight an 11sistent-

pounding
insistent11sistentinsisteinsiste-

pounding
nt1It

pounding
,

r''reachedreachedreachedch d the earsears-

those
ofof-

those
Iff

those nearestnearest ,. the doordoor-doordoorAt.,.-' At firfir-

the
firstfirst-

the
stit: t

the bearershearershearersignored
'

ignored'ignored it , butbut fofo-

minutes
fourfouiuifi'

minutes later
'

the'the pounding ww-

continuing
wasasas-

continuing
!s$

continuing , so a touslehaire-
man

tousle-hairedtouslehairedtousle-hairehairetouslehaired-
man

- dd1

man lurched toward Goldy anan-

pointed
andand-

pointed
d:11:1

pointed to the door, . --. ,""Place'sPlaces' closedclosed . No room ,,""">
Goldy shouted into the dardar-
ness

darkk-k¬.-
ness , then slammed the doodoo-
Cold

doorr..

Cold ,. she danced involuntarilyinvoluntarily-
the

inin-

the
rni\

the gauzy swirls of fog , then shsh-

heard
sheshe-

heard
ei

heard appreciative whoops abov-

the
aboveabovabove-

the
ei

the ' bump , bump , .bump.bQmpbQmp.bump accomaccom-
paniment

¬.
paniment of the perceptiv-
drummer

perceptiveperceptivperceptive-
drummer

e!

drummer who'dwhod' watched hehe-

movement
herher-

mov
rr

'movmovement'movementmovementment , tootop . Now she dance-
strenuously'sinuously

danceddanced-
s

danceddancedt

sstrenuouslyVstrenuouslyVsinuouslystrenuously'sinuouslystrenuouslysinuouslyiiiiouslyously':;',{' sinsinuously
'

s1y untilunti-
lthud'thud'thud

aI
'

thudthiidfthud'thud'thudthudthudthud;;"' thud ,
*' ththudd onon the door inin-

dicated
in-

dicated
*.

/dicateddicateddicateddicated.the
, ,

-,'-- .the.- the.,.thththe rejectrejectediejectFdd latecomertatecomerlatecometatecomerw-

as'p
latecome-

waspounding
r

waswas'-
p

was-
p

waspounding'
°'p6undingunding with somesome instru-

'meet
instru-instru-.

Wnt,1Wnt1Iment'meet/'meetmeet'meethimselfKcAndinstruWnt,1,/,.': hilnselhimselfhimselfKcAndf, ):: :; AndAnd
*"

, the ,

'
!,>panland? andd

"- quieted
q-

uieted'quietedquietedpanquieted''ss'sososo (, ththesethese"playerstheseplayersse'plsepl' ''-

players
p-

layers'" yers ,"
-' ttootoo-

could
too-

could
too-tooo ,", -

could starestare witwith the ,othersothers aa-

e

att
, Jlit " ""II . , ,.,. .> ..tt. _ ..IfIf,

t
'

giqgiq-

a

giq-

r
r ,

a

11GG "+ nn1Ff//1Ff1Ff ''ii 11v 1111 . ilF :
i ir-irir1- ' 1

er: +

,

,

.

'_

the door .

GoldyGoMy looked ' at the great sese-

of
seasea-

If
a

Ifofofofof glittering eyes , ssurprisedrprised thethe-
st

thenthen-
t

n1r1
vaguely pleased that the stagstageestageihad shifted from thethe far endend-

as
endofeofofof-

s
f

' the rpom to the door andandherandhe-,-hehe-her-herher-her-
1

her-
d

her-

self
he-

d
he-

self
r-r'-

self. She knew how to handhandle] e2e

the latecomer,. and she woul-

Her
wouldwoulded

,.
Her pride dictated that , yeyett
there was reassurance of sortsortss

kthatthat thetl1e focus of all these peoplepeoplpeople-
had

e;
had shifted momentarily frofromm

em
i1

their own wants to Goldy anan-

e
andd1I

against the unseenunseen stranger .

""YouYou tell him , Goldy ! " Ai
great chorus of shouts followedfollowed1

the cowboy-likecowboylike- yellyeU .doodShe halfhalf-openedhalfopenedhalfopened---openedopened the doodoorr-r-.
""CantchaCantcha read ? No vacancy ! "'',

steppedInsidesteppeinsideThis time a tall figure steppesteppeddI

''insideinside before she could clpsecIQseclose itit..

Goldy ', silenced the ripple ofof-

protest
oo-

protest
f

protest with a wave of hherhrr arm .,

ff-
a

She could hiU\dlehiUdlehandlehandle\ this , but thth-

man
thethe-

man
e

man spoke first . ,' -"
*

-

""OurOur"Ouroldoldold car engine quit.. WW-

coasted
WeWe-

coasted
e

coasted down into the valley-

but
valleyvalJey ,

but I Ccan'tcantl1'tl1t' get it startstarted<:,d ., " .
'

""TheThe' place'splaces' closed . Tough .:"'
GpldyGQldyGoldy pushed the man . He turn-

ed
turn-

ed
turnturn-¬-

ed sideways and her chillychiJJy armarm-

slid
armsarms-

slid
s

slid off his chest and she stumbl-

ed
stumbl-

ed
stumbl-stumbl8tumbl,;- '

ed slightly . But he'dhed' moved onlonl-

to
onlyy

tto<\,,,, provide space
'_'forforfor anothe-

person
anotheranotheanother-

person
r

person
,

'' toioto enter,
the door .

-"
.,.SeveralSeveral ;""mertmertmeJimere near the doo-

FI

doordoodoori-

f
r

i/iiff/isprangFI
>' sprangsprangsprang ' up

,
to , toss them out , bubu-

Goldy
butt

> Goldy ' shrilledshrilledshril1ed , ""NoNo , I'llIll' handhandle] e
's,*)' it ! "

r,andrand they sat down as some-
one

some-
one

some-some-./r!roneone near the band swiveledswiveled-
spotlight

a
. spotlight to thisthis-newthisnew'.-'newnew entertain.-

ment
entertain-

ment
entertain-

ment
entertain-entertain -.

'"
.
)';',

,..mentment, ment near the door .

),v!., :""Name'sNames''NNme'sJoemesJoe' , Jp'eJpe
'

," the man said .
i.NiN''VVIoi long'ago" ""jye-"jyejye"jyethe:,}YeWe

-,
' JeftJefttheft

'

,

the
'.'-
homestead

h-

omesteadhohomesteades ead
,

lonlon-
ago

longg
"'"agoago'agoago , butbutbutwithwithwith the bad engiiie.andengiiieandergineanelgineand}} ., d

'""allall"aU.IIaU.IIaUIIelgineand"aU.II"all"tallterginean"all"t,.,* '" J knknowknoww"'
wwe'rewerewe're'notfgoingwerenotfgoing''rere fno'tfnot'no'enoe' '' ''goinggoingg ing tt-

make
too

I1;,
+mmakekkitt''\\ittittt'It'16tIt16';''itit"'

; to
. "

FaFaith4Haitht
"

; HospitalHospital'atHospitalatHospital'at-
Glennallen

.,

''- at
a-t'a- tGIennaIlat

GIennaIlGlennalle'nGlennallen'n in timetbitetune now ,,"' -

i1<.11t, .',:
* HHe :"tthrew"threwthrewthrew

,;
' backbackYthe''-the

t-

he'thetheYthe
.,
frost-rim-frostrimfrost.rim-frost.rimfrost.rim-

ed
frostrim-

ed
-. -

,parka"anded hoodhoodofof the old surplussU'1'lussU1lus' parka
"""andand''andandd

;'vhishihis
'

, look-looklookof-,' of youngyoung1' conceconcernconcernrn '

''- reached
r-

eached; reacreachedreachedgout
'

d'lo-

u

dlo-

u

: toutgout( tol\toltoltheloatheto \' the . silent'1silent1siIent\oomsiIentoomsilent'roomsilentroom' '\roomroom-
"Here

*'
.

{//"Here"HereHere,' ""HereHere"IereIere# ;,' you betterbetter'sitbettersit'' sit downdownHe:;. ,,"'\ ,HeHe-

'helped\uuhelped\'h'eJped'h'eJpedheJped''h'eJpedth'eHe'h'eJped'helped'helpednearbytable' ' (

th'ethethewomantothe'wpmanUp'athewpmanUpa' ''- womanH
w-

omanHwomanto; ()'' aanearbynenearbynearbyby ', '

tabletabletablewhere', //wherewhere\''whereshewhereshehere\herehereshe'VVshe\, ;
, she r<':. ]heavilyJJcavi1yravily"

,

;: andand , .,'

apprehensively/apprehensivelyapprehensivelysatapprehensivelysatandapprehensivelysatppreh ' nsnsvelyvely/, sat
'
, downdown'Idown"onitsdownonitsdown"onits-

top
''II"''onon ;

, itsiishiisht-
op

"" ''rr?
, toptppi: , EvEvenEven'thei"moatEventheimoatr"'

' thethempJ5t?""momo" f' inebriaiinebriatedinebriated-
readily

inebriatedd ,

readily ,
:; r;', ccouldidd

,

''scsc'see'jseejsee'bseeb
, ' 'jl''

' thatthat '''theirtheir
"

,
:

.
numberwasumber

, .

;,
w.aswas
.
. ggoinggoingi g thtp? increase by

,
,'

,

.

.aaatbyatat ..1east1eastleastleast'oneleastone'.'oneone?tle)
- atat anya1Yany!

'

..-mome
m- omemomentmoment," " " ' "

t ::
, .'

:;

"

*}
'.' '\

:
, GoldyjGoldy; lolookedlooked'steadilyatlookedsteadilyat<?k d ''steadily.atsteadily.atsteadilyatsteadily '::;,.at the
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est, farbafarback'toabest-forgoltenfarback'toabestfarbacktoabestforgoltenrarbackto;; k .,

't a best-forg6ttenrilmsbestforg6ttenrilms-fo'rgforg'
en tjmelimen;.

''jj'j-
wh:whwhenwhen\she'dwhenshe'dshedi '-:\(

sh'e'dshedsh'e'dneededshe'dshedshe'dneeded
' ' -

:
needed-needed ,

;
"'
"SucKSucKsuchu hhcJp:;

,

"! help-

and'had
help ',

'
11-

'and:'and'andand'hadandhad.,

'

'hadhadhad , ffoundtd , it , 1: SliShe1Slieknew-
what'she

SliknewSlieknew\'\- -knewk-new-,
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