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(Editor'sEditors' Note : TheThe following. isi.1i1$. *, a
,
speedispeech by StateState-

Attorney
State-

Attorney
State

Attorney 'General'General Avrum M . .Gross.Gross to the AnchorageAnchorage-
Ch

Anchorage-
ChamberChChambermbrrofof Commerce oon MMrchMarchMarchrch 3J;,

, 1976'976..)) ._

, ,.." d ' ", '

, ,JByByAv'rumByAvrumJy ;Avrurn' , ,
M .. ,

GrGrossGross-

State
Gross ;. ,,

StateStateStat AttorneyAttorneyGeneralAttorneyGeneral-
This

GeneralGeneiar ft. , . ,.
, I "

." . '" . , ' , H , , ' u
..JJ . ' ..11

."

' , vjl .
,!

. '
. This

",
, is ''thethethe-firstthefirstthe.firstthefirst-., firstfirsttfirsttime;t timetimethatimefthatjil'lhavetimefthatjillhavetimethaIhave"

% thatthattl1,tl1\\IhaveIhave''
:

' have evereverUpecifjcallyevevspeclfJcally, specifically-

asked

specifically-specifically-
,

'

asked ananorganization', organization ,for ann ''bpportbpport'OpportunityOpportunityity '. tottotospeak'- sp
s- p.' speak(1"That1That1"That-

is

;;:
"

* That-
ii

That
isiiisisprobablyiiprobablyprobablyprobably

'

becausebecause"upbecauseupbecause"upufitil'"" upupuntilupuntil'<\\untiluntil,ufitil now II1IIIInave' Havenave
,
notnot"hada'gnothadag"hadhad'a'gr'eathadagreathad'a'gr'eat-

deal
:
''aa *"'great' eat

.

dealdeatdeal""

totosaytd'saytdsay?;' say ', thatthaithat It'tnottno'+ ''- thou'ght
t-

houghtthought'ght
"

' ppeoplepeopleople\VopleVopleVu''\wouldwould: u d
,

wwant5tolistenwant5tolisten-
to

wantrt ,
'
,tto/totolisten;,

/ 1istlistennn-

tototo-toto1..-' 1I dodo havehave'somethiri'ghavesomethirighave'somethiri'gnow.I'I',

.
somethingsoimethingnow' ,

nownow.I'Inow.IInowII.:' '

'
I would liklikeliketo'sharewith-

you
likJtoslwre"withliketo'sharewithliketosharewith'

)Jtoslwre"withJtoslwrewith, to ,:
''- share
s-

hare
'

," ..withwith '

you '
' andand-andandthrough;;.- thrthroughugh this

,fforumforum-forumforumwithin'wjUi.thenwjUi.thenwjUithe,,- ,''
'-

withrthe
w-

ithrthewith
'\#!,

., the
'
.'
; l ststatestatetetevJ*{,\\vJvJwhatwhatat I ihiSthisthis-

administration
this

administrationi i iratiiratinn is ' doingd9ingdoing"iaboutdoingiabout''":aboutbo t
',
;, ,'
crime-crimecrimeActuallycrimeActually

.

.rr ;.,!"-'f,,;; Actually-ActuallyActuallymostiil# , -
°;.''most-qf'mostmostqf'mostqf-

myremarks'will

''mmmost
'

'ss ';;'-ofQfQf'I
''II'-

Imy.remarksmymy.remarksmyremarksmyremarks'willmyremarkswill, ._ remarks
' '

will be aimedairned'at"aairnedata'

,

atat'aata'"a'particul'araspectaparticularaspectparticularpartlcularaspect' ,

.,, aspect ', oof( crime-

organized
crime-

organized
crunecrime-crime-.-.

orgorganizedized crime :, which , is
,

ssomethingsomething'yo'u'vesomethingyouvem thmg '""-

you
y-

ou;''you'vyouv' ''yeye' ' allll,'heardrd aa-

good
a-

goodgood deal 'about'about lately ,
, particparticularlyll'lyllly:!' ,'

,jfifif ''yyyou'you<?u read ,
,the ,LoLosLos-

AngelesAngeles Times . We 'have'have ' spent aaagoodgoodgo.od. deal :,'of'of timetime"bntimebntime"bn-

this

"" onnn-

thisthis problem lately
,
and I wanwant to share withwitt} youyou'whatyouwhat' what wewe-

are
we-

areare planning to do 'aboutabout'about it in the ., future .

LLett me start by telling you whwherere we reareare and howhow-

We

how-

wewe got there . I ,' should start perhapsperhapsViWith\\ViVi h the:tI:1etI1e situationsituation-
as

,

as it existed when I assumed officeoffice as :Attorney' GeneralGeneral..

A large portion ofof'myofmy' my fufunctions?ttonsons have to do withith pprosecuprosecu-

tion
prosecu-prosecuoSecu ¬.-

tion of criminal law , andand for ' that reason perhapsperhaps , thethe-

office
the-

officeoffice of the Attorney General is often referreferreded to as thatthat-
of

that-
ofof chief law enforenforcementenforceineritem rit officer . ,.

AccordinglyAccordingly ," , imme-

diately
imme-

diately
immeimme-¬-

diately afterafterafter1lSSumingafterassumingassuming1lSSuming office r'metrmetIr' '
;met with thethe'CommissionertheCommissionerthe'Commissioner-

of

'

CommissionerCommissioner-
ofof Public

'

'SafetySafetySafety" , the headhead, ' of thethe C.I.BCI.BCIBCC.LCLC.LB.. ..BBB . and othersot ers in' state '

laww enforcement for a briefing on
,
their evaluevaluationtion of crimcrimecrime-

inin the state . Two thingsthings.becamethingsbecame.,.becamebecame clear atatthat'timeFirstatthattimeFirst', thatthat'timethattime,',

'time . , FirstFirst ,

thethe pipelinep.1pelinep1peline. was creatingcreatingaa
''-substantial
s-

ubstantialsubstantial increaseincrease ,
in criminalr.tt.1inal '

activitactivityactivity'

., That activity ran the wholewholwholegamut
'

,
ofof crime ,

from murder and ' rape to prostitprostitutionprostitutionti n and
'

'gamblinggamblinggambling .

The secondsecondsecondconc1usionsecondconclusionconclusionconc1usion I reachedreached. ,waswas that the increase-

in
increase

in crime , while certainly organized inin thethe .,.sensesensesense of beingeingbeing-

run
eing-

runrun by particular individuals , waswas notnotuorganized""organizedorganizeduorganized"organizedCrime. crime ""
as defined by such

.movies.movies as ""TheThe Godfather . " In sosomesome-

cases
someee-

casescases criminal activities were directed by local , home-

grown
homehome- ¬.-

grown Alaskan products , andanq
, inin'sQmeinsQmeinsome'-some-some cases ;,. by ' peoplepeople-

who
people-

whowho had moved to Alaska 'to'to cash in on triethe pipeline .

But linkslinks.tolinkstolinks-tolinksto.- to outside , nationally syndicated criminal figuresfigures-

were, were tenuous at best andnd nonexistent atitatworstworst .

Since that was the casecase , mymymyefforts'
effortseffoxts: in prosecution ,

turned to dealing with tadititraditionalnal riffiinalcriminalcriminal , activity , the-

multitude
the

' multitude
,
ofo'f

'

' "'
aSsaultsassaults

. , -
andandcori

. ,
," (

coricp'ncpnconcoriI'g
J1l

'

,

<

"

'I'gIg''-
games

g-

ames' gamemesis
,
, ,

"

jf)jfrobberiesirrobberies,robberies
'

bb
,

ri s};"
"
*wkatJwhatwhatwhat-

have
H , W'

havehayeyou, you , ththatthatt occuroccuroccm: , on \; aaa'daytOadaytO'
,,'daydaydayto,;//tototo daydaydaYIdaYIbasisThe'efforts, basisbasisThe'efforts-

of
basisThe'effortsbasisTheeffortsbasisThe'effortsJD'asisDasis'

. i} The
,

'"''-ef
e-f,''effo'rtsefforts'effo'rts-

o
forts

' '
J

of mymy'co\ulterpartmy'comycoulterpart"

|
,

'

counterpartcounterpart.icounterparticounterpart.iat\
o n

.:atatatIi
*

Ii.
;

'

,
PubPublici ', SSafety

a ''zzty ;, ; riickDickDick , Bl1iiBurtonBurton
y

ntwere; were-
directed

werewerejj;j;
direcdirecteddirecteci

,
!f!'' iiniri thethei'sametheisame

,
;,''

.

samesame
'

' vveinvein
,

ih . '.i;, I
?',;

,'think
.

.

':*';
, .aa'-

bsas
,.

*''bb*
; aii/'generalii'generalgeneral'

{
'/general'
general
.

(fmatter-
J

fmatter-fmattermatter
,

:i-
s

isW-

fi'vft"-'
" " J ' 1 ' ' " 1iI\1iI\

weWfi'vftWfivftwe'veweve
.

J'
,

eJ,
VrfnrmTlddonere

.

'

:, rereasnnahlvreasonablyrreasonablyrywells mablmabltmabllf, , t< "lf

I''WW> 11
,
'.'II
w/Th'pwTh'pThp,''/{The;'I'hIhI'h:1i

'.

::1i1i

,
.

; pOIno1irpolice
* ! *

.1an, anandnnrllanj
"

"j
..tViotViothe

.

h *
"< ' V t > '. JV T\fTf\)y-

well
fa 1 * $ iif> \\ff - ij J\fJf\'1\1>\ t ( >, .11.1uvT--uvTuvTuv-

Tprosecutors
" 1

prosecutprosecutorsprosecutorsrs ,.
,
min1in'thisinthis' .' this statestatestite'!

areareale oreoverloadedbutoverlpaded-butoverlpadedbutdel1, '-
;,b

.

'
: tthey'vetheyveey

.
;' e ,. risenrisen-

to
risen ,

to the challengechallechallengege . We havehavhave'problemhaveproblem'problems'problems& ,
, ..but"basicallyjhey're.butbasicallyjheyrebutbasicallyjheyrebutbut"bbutb" basicallyically'theyicallythey

,'''tHeytHey ''rerere ,

the same
' ''- problemsp-

roblems
'- problemsp-

roblems
'- problemsp- roblems ''facedfaced nationwidenatinationwider id in '"'controllingcontrolling"controlling''controlling-

criminal

;;

criminal behaviorbehavior . Our crimecr4ncr4nrate'\\raterate'jratejraterate '
'i'sis'isis ,

ipupup7',,' asas itit-ititis-. jsisis'allisallis'alltis'allover"'"-

all
a- ll"'

llovt?! overoverr ,'
'
;

the countcountry , ..bb.butbutt ,
the situationltuationin;;

,
in Alaska is , I philikthink , :..stillstillstillstill-

far

"

1

far
.

better thanthanJn'jh'inin'inmostmost.9.st9stLos'AngetLosAngetLos'Angetlesplaplaceses . | . .

.' '
" . J' ,

'

the ' ' /les Times . , fromfromifrom ;:

Then came the Los ,
].'AngelesA'nge/esA'ngeAngees ReportersReportrs "v

that newspaper
,
spent '

., some titime1i . in the"
, statestatehstateand

h, and ''wrotewrotetw'rotetwrote' ''11

14;1-

4aai ststorystorywhichstory"whichry\ryryi9Idh('"\"\\whichwhichi9Idh.

'"'jj'jhas
,

has
.

"

'Had'had :
,
V
Vstaggering.I.,.staggeringstaggeringstaggering; g g ;:

'

'papanationwide
'
i w " ;

' impactimpactsp' cb: ,"
-

,

Wheriever\IWherieverIWhenever \:;J.I "",trayeTiputside'Jnpw1trayeTiputsideJnpw1travely tputoutsideilnowtitisthe
,

' n Wtlt;
,

iit '';, iss i.,< theth
,

'firstfirstfl1'stfl1stfirsttimethat'IfirsttimethatIfirsttimethat'I-
am ' ;,,

,tunee '

.,;;,thatIat }:'
" .

.
\
:

am asked
.

':iabbut; aboutabout '" by
,

non-AlaskansnonAlaskansnon-AIaSkansAIaSkansnoii-Alaskansnoii,, --: , .; (r'IrI,
'

IIaml;';, amami
,

', advisedadvisedthatUheadyisedthatUhe): that ythe
. .

' '' "
'' itp I ' ""dd' ",: q '" : II-

tour
,' " ,'tourtouristtouristyst : ',
.

'tradetradetrade ! hashasas.fasf.|Factually,4Factually4actuactuallylflfiI
,
iI*

.
beenr erel) f,,

''affectedaffected'affectedtaffeaffected.jbyaffectedjby
,
ted t. ; by ,!th'ethethetie

.' ''storiesstoriesstoriesjor !> ,
"

I'
'

,

, and ,'
'that'that

.-

trade
t-

rade
'
; genergenerallygenerallythelly the image'of'AlaskaIhasimageofAlaskaIhasage 'of'Alaska.J1asofAlaska.J1asofAlaskaJ1as;. ,

'' . beenbeendamag:''darnageddarnagedd .
.

in tltl'etheie''ee ,
eyeseyes'p-

f

eyesp-
fyes 'off ththerestthe ' restrest ofoff tltletliethee'natiohnatlonnatlontato J ..ff;*t

'V4;i\i|iI(,
;

,
'\ -' ', I' "' 'r/iri'/l'"

, a
.,;: *""I-

Nl

"IN\"ININ}" :?' :... -. ", *\ fr(r-

Il'' wenti/bibibck'and'' ba'ckand'readrbackandreadr'ck'andckandck'andI''; '* '-

read
r-

ead
I'

, h ;' A Tfle'sTfles' ststoryly '1II'wenttback'1Iwenttback1vy /ba'ckand'readrthef'Losand e d thejXothef'LosthefLos; o Angelesg !es Times'! ,
story

the other day
.
.tototo try . to ., findfmd

' outoutIoutJustI' just what ' HadJIad ..beenbeen
"" saidsaid .

,,.

I fourfoundfound'thatfoundthat? ''thatthatt t ' thee "''stosto"storystorystorywas<,wwas reallyy ,"
threethree

.

''-

stories
s-

tories
'-

stories
s-

tories'stst e :.,.
:
:, OOneOne'sto7Onesto7:

'ststory
.

:!.:
*

j111-

mvolvedinvolvedmvolved thethe'
'Teamsters'Teamsters ' UnionUmol1Union'and.its. .''and.itsand.itsanditsandandLitsandLitsJandLitsalleged;;,..JtsJts. .

J4"alleged"allegedalle.ged
;

' . 1j, ', ; powerpower-
in

'

;,

in ,jjUie;ththe :,
"statestatestate.Thaitate\ThattateThattateThatpart: "\-,-- .Thai.- Thai.,

ThatThatpartpartpart ,. of ,. ththethe,. ststpiystoryrY
,.

''lilihashas.prpyidedhasprpyided
,
s'proVidsproVid'

.,
'

provided(f.rlotsfrlotsit., lotslots-
of

lots-lots' "' -
,

'off ,
: ':'good """aa"additionaladditionaladditionalditional ''coPYqcoPYqcopycopy ,

_)feutfbutrdoe'sn'tbutrdoesnt> t 1);1.d{.dddoesn'tdoesntesl
' ','tllitllive;:

i'Haveihaveve
,)
''anyanyanyny'JdinyJdi',; '''directdirect:

'
ct '.

,,;
'

,'

;!;

.'bearingbearing'be-i-mg'onimg'onmgon: 'ononthethetlie rest , of .the picpicture.sopictureso,'.r; ',''ss ''we'llwellwell' ''pasSpasS thatLthaF'for-

tbepre
thaF'for\thaF'forthaFforthatLforsfors; ''. \

.<

thetbep\retbepre)' '- resentr- esent\' t i ; . .. ;,lrflrfI) ,:"' ,
I

" <.ff.;! ,J , : . (, II"i""ii,
:

' ' f
. , ,'., .

" ' , . ,
,, ," , ' ; \ N ," A'tt.rtAtt.rtAttrtA'tt.rtrA'tt.rtra' ! tIIr :' ra"raNrar' titi-

ccrime
;c-

crime
,"r r1xi :c" 'II'

'--- \TbeT- be""TileTile
\
TheijTheijnexttIITbe\

;;. next two pprtspartspartsrts ';
, , of , thethesryldem//sryldemsryldemstOrystorydealt4withstorydealt4withti;, dealt '

,:WitAWitAI'
I! crime . '

.
''-

Ti/li
'-

Ti
T-il-i'- Tilis '

FirstFirstjthe
. '

;{tbethe ,
TimesTimesfciiedTa/ , s :;

?

'
cited
.

it'OOitOO'. .

' ;

;.
! a 'nnnumber. ber ., offlstatiSti, statistics

, , .

' ''toto'toys'toshowthstoshowth'toshow'thatto
.

y'!'showshowshow'thatshowthat'
;,'
.
thatt ,

,
. ,

' ' e " '
',crime'crunecrune

L: ]}i;,.°was""VasVas . tonTon
,on ,

;"thetheincieasehe
,' ','mcreaserm.rAlaskamcreaserm.rAlaskamcreasermrAlaskaincrease \', inininxAlaskaii'I. f

xAlaska:AlaskaJ'II ,:
" "

whichj:whlchwhich'is'truewhichistrue
"

}''lstrueButlstrueBut'is \!' true .,.: ButyBut"

.
" .

. ,
,
;''thenthentlithenri .,.thejpaperthejpaperthepaper'went-onethepaper'wentthepaperwentonetb ;p per'wperwnt-onestep.lfurther.IIthrewYm'Somentonesteplfurther.IIthrewYmSomentonestep.lfurther.IIthrewYm'SomeonesteplfurtherIIthrewYmSomeper'wntonestep.lfurther.IIthrewYm'Some,

,' went '-:. one
'

:' stejpstep . ''furtherfurtherfurther . (iItthrewin"someiItthrewinsomeIt'threw\ih-

J

It'thre-

w

Itthre-

w

ih-
J(', ;

' '\, :;
(

'"some :;; '

..allegationsallegationsallegationsll g tions ' ababoutaboutnationaboutnationallyr ut'nhutnh-
.'-nationallynationally;nationi n'annan'ally '

!
r syndisyndicatedsyndicated

s

ated/atedatedtypeCri}/
typetypetypeCri,,:crimerimeI1 , .,.andand.and-

byj

'
.

;

, ,:'"l"lllyartf\lIly'liyartflIly'lilIlylil"lyartflIly'li''bybybyj;,
'
: artfully\

''linkinglinkingIinkmg1k'ingthem1kingthem' themthem. in tHethe storystory ,. createdcreatedananan .' impression-
a

impression-

that
impressionnipreSsion ;

,

i
,

;>
a thatthattthattheh

.

.44|t . the
, .

''crcrcrimecrimee,- 1e- 1,
,
! increaseincreasere

,

inim ,. AlaskaiwasAlaskaiiss
,
vwasiwas: ","ww,

°

:ssomehowsomehow-somehowsomehowrelated''mehCmehC? ,.
-.:

_

relatedl
"'

< ;rr- YY

-' ,
"

,

to organized crime as defined in ''mafimafiinafimafia terms . That is thethe-

impression
the-

impressionimpression whichwJIich was conveyed nationally - that thethe-

Iriafia
the-

mafiamafiamafia-mafiaIriafiamafiawas-.'
''- was
w- aswas taking p'VpVover' r the state . The., impression waswas-

compounded
was-

compoundedcompoundedcompoundedII' by an editorialeditorial writtenwritten'severalwrittenseveral' several days afterafter-

'th
after-

the''thththethV '
'ii') ''fmainfmainmaimaini ):

'

ffeaturefeaturer'appearedfeaturerappearedturej ''ap'peappeappeared
' led , .,.literallyliterallyliterliterallylly dismemberingismembering me ,

the Governorvernoi : "thethethe.theentire, entire esSesSonalonal thethe-
U.S

the-

US
the f; GGovernor ; :, ."..the/.the/:, , concongressional delegation ,
U.SUSU.SUS., ., ' "'

(, :AtAttorneym y \aridridand veryoneeveryoneeveryone elselse'" comconnectedected with AlaskanAlaskan-

governm
AlaskanAlaskan-

Sgovernment//governmgovernm'-

government
g-

overnment
('Sgovernmentnt ;'for'forforfailing

,
failing totorespond

,
respond ttot6 thethe obvious threatsthreats-

'put
threats-

'put.foitti'put'put'put.foitti\put.foitti'put.foittiputfoitti'put.foittii*'..forthforthforthin\''
,

iin
I,IthearticletHethearticlethearticle'ThethearticleThe,. ,

article ..'''TheTheThe editorial in essence said thatthat-
ttu

thatthat-
the

.

ttutHe '
V;,' adiniiladministration..-

th
t-

h
siration ;waswas lielpessbelpesshelpess at best andnd corrupt ''aa'atat'a-

tworst''wo'rstworstworst,-"worst' ')jj;:. "
.'"thatthatthattr?' wwe ,

''werewerewere beingbeing ., overrun by
,
mafia figuresfigures-

and
figure-

saridthataridandaridthat," ',,.thatthat,
, ., forffor

" ..11 .
r some

,*,' ,

reason
.

, we could
.

or.., wouldwouldwouldnotnot :re.spondrespondr . spond ..

v,
EverEversmce?;

, sincesince '
,

the Tl1neTimesTunes$ seriesselles
''camecamecame outout1out1my, my office ,

alongong '"? ''withwith' .
P'ublicPublicPublic' ., Safety , has made a real effort

''-

t
t

toto-

'care

to-

'carefully''carecarecarefully'carefullyull '
'investigatevestigie'investigatevestigi e the allegations of the arartiplearticlele tototorere ,

evaluateevaluate our own 'conclusions'conclusions'conclusionsaboutconclusionsaboutabout crimecdme and organizedorganized-
crim

organized-
crimecrimcrime ''toto

''-

to
t-oto determine a course of actionction fofor the state. ThatThat-

investigation
That-

investigationinvestigationinvestigation is now completed .

The first thingthillg the investigationinvestigationshowedshowed was that thethe-

Times
the-

TimesTimes series was , to put.; it mildly , misleading . Let me taketake-

aa few allegations ', fromfroJ1] the article concerning organizedorganized-
crime

organized-
crimecrime ':. One

"which"which would have bebeenbeenverynnveryvery seriousserioust\\ttiff true ,

was ththethe'allegedtheallegedthe'allegedstatement
,
.''allegecallegec' alleged statement , by a trooper in Valdez thatthat-

he
that-

hehe had 'been'been offered ' $$1515$15601560O a mmonthnth by the cosa nostranostra-
as

nostra-
asas aa bribe but had ., turned it down . The story surprisedsurprised-
meme --- I, couldn'tcouldnt' understand why a trooper whwhbwho had thethe-

courage

'

courage to turn down that kindkind-

of
kind-

ofof .,.bribebribe ,
didn'tdidntdidot'; report itit.. Dick _-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-BurtoqBurton was even more concern-

e

concern-
ed

concernconcern- ¬-
.

eedt<, than I was . ',. Faced with theththe-

trooper'strooper'stroopers' flat
,
,4enial4enialdenial that he had-

said
had-

said
had

said what the'TiI11estheTiI11esthe "' Times quoted hhim-

as
himJ11J11-

asas saying , the Department of-

Public
of-

Public
of

Public Safety ran himhil11 three-

Cntlnued

three-

Continued
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