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. By JOHN SACKETTSACKETISACKETT-

The
-

The concept that Alaska'sAlaskasAlaskhAlaskhruralAlask'sAlasks' rural people , will have the opportuopportu-opportu-
nity

¬.-

,
nity available tot them to Haveliave decent housing by which to buildbuild-
and

-
and Care for their families and the factfaeffact that this is aa now programprogramprogram-

and
program-

andand not a pipe dreamdramdrdrgamam in the Distantdistanti tant future is difficultdiffkult to realize:. . .,

- . For years now different jpeople:people have talked and talked aboutabout-
thethe plight of the rural peoplepeopleandand how

,
they were the forgotten partpart-

of
part-

ofof a prosperousprosperous nationhation , but'ibutibut'tbuttbut''
: nothing waswas even donedon except

'
on aa-

piece
a-

piecepiece mealmeal basisasis . j\ '

. With ' the impimplementationementation j; of the newnew-housingnewhousing'- housing program createdcreated-
and

created-
andand approved by the NixonNixonlAdministrationJ\ Administration we will , finallyfmally see aa-

program
a-

programprogram of,of great , building equaleeual in part only to the great need .

1,2001200, houses will be built in thettee coming two years and,and Senator TedTed-

Stevens'told
Ted-

StevensStevensStevens'toldStevenstold' told a recent housing Conferenceonference in1iii AnchorageAnchorflge that there isis-

an
is-

anan excellentexcellen possibilitypo bility that, anapan additional 11,2001200,200200, homes will be apap-apap-

proved
ap-

proved
¬-

proved after that . '

Based on the number of houses that have been built in villagesvillages-
under

villages-
underunder the present remote housing programp ogram of the Alaska StateState-
Housing

State-
HousingHousing Authority of 20-302030-- homes petper vijlagevillage this willwwillI mean that
60-10060100-- villagesvillages throughout AlaskaMaska will be able to participate . To-ToTo-

gethef
To-

gethet
To-

gether
-

gethefgethetgether with-withwiththewith-thewiththe-, the 40 oror so villages already receiving houses this willwill-

just
will-

justjust about cover the entire need .
The type of constructionconstTtlction anticipated in the houses will be of vivi-vivi-

tal
¬.-

talta! importance in the coming months as various people in thethe-

higher
the-

higherhigher eschelon of government decide whether tot Use material fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe states , pre-cutprecut-- houses , or utilizingu lizing our native materials .

Three years ago as an executive member ofofremoteremote housing II-

pushed
I-

pushedpushed for at least partial use of purgurur native materials such as threethree-
sided

three-
sidedsided logs and lumber and 2X42 X 4 type material cut by mills in inteinte-inte-
rior

inte-
rior

¬-

rior Alaska . I was a lone voice at the time and so all material andand-
millions

and-
millionsmillions of dollars were spent on contractors in Seattle . The rearea-rea-

soning
rea-

soning
¬-

soning then was that lumber outside was cheaper ; however over aa-

three
a-

threethree year period the costs have risen 4040%% and good timber stillstill-

stands
still-

standsstands along the Tanana , Yukon , and KiiskokwimKtiskokwimK skokwim .

Today interior Alaska has absolutely no industry and its onlyonly-
resource

only-
resourceresourceresource is timber . If people are interested in trying to createcre te somesome-some-
thing

some-
thing

¬-

thing other than dependancy on governmental agencies for the peopeo-peo-
ple

peo-
ple

-¬-

ple in the interior then there has to be a concerted effort made byby-

allall to request the Alaska State Housing Authority , AFN , and thethe-
governor's

the-
governor'sgovernor'sgovernors' office to require the use ofofnativenative materials .

Remember , there are no existing marketmarket and nothing forthforth-forth-
c

forth-
coming

¬-
'

comingc ming so it takes a buildingbuiIdjrtg concept envisionede'nvisioned by this remoteremote-
housing

remote-
housinghousing to make work available to a large group of people , and wewe-

will
we-

willwill allaU lose if over $10,000,000100000000,000,0000000000510,000,000510000000S$ I , , is again sent to a group of contraccontrac-
tors

contrac-
torstors outside the state .

While housing is excellentextellent it is not enough to keep a family alive .

It is my sincere hope that through the participation of the nativenative-
people

native-
peoplepeople in the decision making phase of constructionconstru tion that everyevereveryeveryef"

efofef-

fort
of-

fortfort will be made to search out all available resources in buildingbuilding-
and

building-
andand hopefully this project willwi) become something more thanthan-
building

than-
buildingbuilding houses .


