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CLASS OF 71-Members71Members''- of Ron Senungetuk'sSenungetuksSenungetul'sSenungetulsSenungetul's-
seventh

Senungetuk's-
seventh

('
seventh class at University of Alaska gathered last'astast'ast-
week

last-
week

'
week to prepare for an Anchorage art show .
They are (from left ) Richard Seeganna of Nome ,.

- -
4, .",

Wilfred Olanna of Shishmarif ,. William OzennaOzenn$ ofof-
Nome

of-
NomeNome ,. Samuel A . Martin Jr . of Juneau andand-
Teddy

and-
TeddyTeddy Pullock ( front ) .

Ron SenungetukSenungetukwoundwound up
hisuphisseventh year as head of thethe-
Extension

the-
ExtensionExtension Center'' Native ArtsArts-
and

Arts-
andand Crafts program this semestersemester-
andandtd paused to evaluate the re-rereore-

suits
reo-

sui
re -,

suitssui 15 .
His students were packing forfor-

the
for-

thethe Fifth Annual Juried NativeNative-
Arts

Native-
ArtsArts and Crafts exhibition to bebe-
held

be-
heldheld in Anchorage this June .
The reputation of his course isis-

SQ

is-

sesoSQse well established they get mama-ma-
ny

ma-
ny

¬-

ny more invitations than theythey-
can

they-
cancan handle .

"WeWe" try and pick one showshow-
and

show-
andand do it wellwen ,:"' Senungetuk ex-r-exrexr-
plained

ex -.,-

plained . "WeWe" get a lot of nana-nana-
tional

na-
tional

¬-

tional invitations but we'rewere' notnot-
big

not-
bigbig enough yet to do more .:"'

They'veTheyve' grown considerably ,.
however ,. from beginnings in
1965 when Senungetuk and fourfour-
students

four-
studentsstudents from Nome set up shopshop-
on

shop-
onon the University of Alaska camcam-cam-
pus

cam-
pus

¬-

pus withwithalmostalmost no funding .
Students now come from allall-

over
all-

overover the state .
"WeWe" haven'thavent' any recruitmentrecruitmeQtrecruitmeQt-

program
recruitment-

programprogram . It'sIts' word of mouth . II-

get
I-

getget maybe five or six"Six" letters aa-

year
a-

yearyear ," the program head saidsaH .
"WeWe" still have anart opening or twotwo-
for

two-
forfor next fall .""

RonSenungehRon SenungetukkHeadsHeads ExtensionExtension-
Center

renswnrenswn-
CenrerCenterCenrer Arts andandCraftsatUmverCrafts at Universitry

"OurOur'"OurQur*< students arenaren'tarent't necessanecessa-necessa-
rily

necessa-
rily

¬-

rily high school grads . We'veWeveWe've-

had
We've-

had
'

had as low as fourth grade levellevel-
and

level-
andand one who couldn'tcouldnt' speakspeak-
English

speak-
EnglishEnglish.."

It'sIts' artistic talent that'sthats' imim-imim-
portant

im-
portant

¬-

portant . Once accepted , stustu-stustu-
dents

¬.-
dents can brush Up on specialspecial-
English

special-
EnglishEnglishEnglishandand sign up for collegecollege-
courses

college-
coursescourses ,. too , if they want toto-
round

to-
roundround out their training .

This year 11I1 were enrolledenroUedenroUed-
on

enrolled-
onon full scholarship and ninenine-
completed

nine-
completedcompleted the session . EarlierEarlier-
grads

Earlier-
gradsgrads are beginning to establishestablish-
names

establish-
namesnames for themselves as artistsartists-
and

artists-
andand some have gone to furtherfurther-
art

further-
artart in the state .,

Alvin Kayouktuk Of LittleUttleUttle-
Diomede

Little-
DiomedeDiomede is assistant manager ofof-
Alaska

of-
AlaskaAlaska Native Arts and Crafts inin-
Juneau

in-
JuneauJuneau . Sylvester Ayek of KingKing-
Island

King-
IslandIsland is working with an UpUp-Up-
ward

Up-
ward

¬-

ward Bound art program .
Melvin Olanna is pioneering artart-
training

art-
trainingtraining in sixteen native villages .

The goal of the extensionextension-
center

extension-
centercenter is as Senungetuk set itit-

originally
it-

originallyoriginally .
"ToTo"" influence for even betterbetter-

quality
better-

qualityquality . To become an effectiveeffective-
design

effective-
designdesign center where a man mightmight-
do

might-
dodo come research in Arctic dede-de¬-

sign .. . ethnic art , if you will .""
But he'shes' no slave to tradition .

Just the opposite ,. in fact ,. whichwhich-
makes

which-
makesmakes him controversial .

Senungetuk is internationallyinternationally-
recognized

internationally-
recognizedrecognized as an artist . Not anan-
Eskimo

an-
EskimoEskimo artist but simply ANAN-
ARTIST

AN-
ARTISTARTIST . Though born in Wales ,.
he got his training stateside andand-
in

and-
inin Norway , then cut his own inin-inin-

dependent
in-

dependent
¬-

dependent swath .
"II" get a little bit offendedoffended-

when
offended-

whenwhen people say my work isit too ,._
Norwegian . That it should bebe-
more

be-
moremore Eskimo . They fail to recoreco-reco-
gnize

reco-
gnize

-¬

gnize I
. should do what I want toto-

do
to-

dodo .:"'
privilegeforHe reserves the same privilege
for his students .

Theylearn"TheyThey" have freedom . They
learn various techniques ,. univeruniver-univer-
sal

univer-
sal

¬-

sal art forms . I think you havehave-
to

have-
toto learn universal art forms toto-
become

to-
becomebecome a good native artist .
They should get involved withwith-
different

with-
differentdifferent materials and technitechni-techni-
ques

techni-
ques

¬-

ques ."


