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Staff WriterWriter-

During
\\ rlterraterrlter-

Dunng
rater-

DuringDuringDunng the past twotwoears\earsearsyears\ ears .,

the number of native studentsstudents-
entenng

students-
enteringenteringentenng Alaskan colleges has inin-inin-

creased
in-

creased
¬-

creased several fold .

Next year ,. the UniversityUmverslt ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska expects at least 100 newnew-

natIve
new-

nativenative collegecol1ege freshman , to joinJamJam-
a

join-
aa student body whichwruch alreadyalready-
mcludes

already-
includesincludesmcludes more than 250 nativenative-
students

native-
studentsstudents at their Fairbanks camcam-cam-

pus
cam-

pus
¬-

pus - out ofofaa total studentstudent-
enrol1ment

student-
enrollmentenrollmentenrol1ment of 2300 .

For many years , the UniverCntverUniver-Univer-
sity

¬.-

sitysllv of Alaska had less than 100100-

native
100-

nativenativenative students and 90 per cent

of these droppeddroppedoutout beforebefure gragrJgra-gragra-

duation
¬'-

duationdUJlon! OtherOtherIaAlaskan.\IaIa\ kankanollegeLolleges-ollegeollege.ollegesolleges,-. .ollege-
sreportreport similarslrl11lar statisticssta lstlcs! .

K'enKeni-venivenEven- ' withwllh a great increaseIncrea e inIn-

nalve
in-

nativenativenalve! enrollment., Alaskan colleLolle-LolleLolle-

ges
Lolle-

ges

¬-

ges are still onlyortly recruitingrecrUltmg a tinytmytmy-

percentage
tiny-

percentagepercentage of thethe riativenatIve studentssludentssludents-
who

students-
whowho couldcouldsucceedsucceed in10 college -.

with sufficient preparation , momo-mo-

tIVation
mo-

tivation
¬-

tivation , and help .

"OnlyOnly" the most outgoingoutgomg stustu-stustu-

dents
stu-

dents
¬-

dents with the most self-confiselfconfiself-confi-selfconfi-
de

selfconfi-
dence

-- ¬-

dencede nee make itII to college ," rereore-rere-

ports
¬-

portsOrts Joanne TnggTriggTnggofTriggofof Juneau , aa-

VA
a-

UAUAVA junior who is an alumnialumm ofof-

both
of-

bothboth MlMtMt.. Edgecombe H . S . andand-

the
and-

thethe Anchorage boarding home

program .

Forfoor one thingthmg . Uieshehe and otherother-
students

other-
studentsstudents report , Alaska'sAlaskas' nativenative-
hJgh

native-
highhighhJghhJghschoolshighschoolsschools do not challengechallenge-
their

challenge-
theirtheir students .

"WhenWhen" 1I transferred toto-

Anchorage
to-

AnchorageAnchorage ,. after being a toplOplOp-

student
top-

studentstudent , I had to catch up withwith-
aa lot ofofworkwork , " reported Joanne ,

whowh is echoed by many nativenative-
lugh

native-
highhighlugh school and college students .

At the University of Alaska ,.

Special OrientationOnentatlon Services , aa-
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a-

ContInued

a-

Continued( Continued on page 6)6)



NativeN tive Students att UA . . .
"

IContinultd( Continued from pageDaoe 11

student run counseling andand help-
program

helhel-

programprogram for native students , the-

student
thth-

studentstudent advisory boardboardwhichwhich-
runs

whirwhir-
runsruns. the servicervice is planning itsits-

program
ItIt-

program
s5

program for next year .

Last weekend , board memo-

bers
mem-

bersbers attended a conference . ata1a-
1AnchorageAnchorage Methodist University-

ta
UniversiUnivers-

itotota discuss coordination with the-

federally
thth-

federallyfederally funded Upward Bound ! ,
Talent SearchSearq. and Special Servi-
ces

;
,

ces programs in Alaska..
During an inspection trip toto-

Alaska
tt-

Alaska
o3)

Alaska last winter , Leonardd1i
.- ., Spearman , national directordirector-

student
of-

studentstudent services for the educaeduca-educa-
tion

edu ca-ca¬-
eduDe

tionDetiondepartmentdepaitment of the U . S . DeDe-DeDe-

partment
¬-

partment of Health EducationEducatioEducation-
and

Educatio-
and

nit
and Welfare , was impressedimpressedwithwithwith-
the

with-
the

i1
the fact that Alaskan native colcol-colcol-

lege
col-

lege
¬-

lege recruitment programs areare-

barely
arar-

barely
e;:

barely scratching the surfacesurfa e ofof-
native

oo-

native
f

native talenttalent-talent-
To

..-
To enable such programs asas-

Upward
aa-

Upward
ss;

Upward Bound and TalentTalenTalent-
Search

Talen-
Search

ttt
Search to expand their searchsearch-
for

searcsearc-
for

hil
for talented native students , hehe-

arranged
hh-

arranged
e

arranged to nearly double thethe-
Alaskan

thth-

Alaskan
e
ee

Alaskan special services budgetbudget-
to

-.
to over halfhaIf a million dollarsdoll .,,

At a conference in WashingWashing-Washing-
ton

Washin ¬-.
ton in March , project directorsdirectordirectors-
of

director-
of

si:

ofUpwardBoundTalent Search , Upwardd
sd

1I

Bound , Amu'sAmus' Special ServicesServiceServices-
and

Service-
and

s>

andSpecialOSpecialOrientationthe state funded UA Special
OrientationO entation Services discusseddiscussediscussed-
with

d1

discusseHEW
with native leaders and HEWHEW-

officials
HH-

officials
'

officials possible means of comcom-com-
bining

¬.-'
bining , coordinatingcoordituting or revamrevam-revam-
ping

revam-
ping

¬-

ping the college impetus propro-pro-
grams

pro-
grams

-¬--

grams .
One suggestion , according toto-

SOS
tt-

SOS
oi

SOS director Robert
,
Egan whowho-

attended
whwh-

attended
o
oo

i

attended the conference , waswas-

consortium
aa-

consortium
i

consortium approach - an ideaidea-
which

ideide-

which
ai

which was to be re-discussedrediscussedre-discurediscurediscussed-
Anchorage

-- d inin-

Anchorage
mi

Anchorage .

Studnets onort the SOS boardboard-
want

boarboar-
want

di

wantindependentto maintain an indepenindepen-¬--

dent organization . DuringDung thethe-
past

thth-

past
e

past two years , their accomaccom-accom-
plishments

accom-
plishments

¬-

plishments have been trementremen-tremen-
dous

tremen-
dous

¬-

dous... SOS50S. now employs a direcdirec-direc-
tor

direc-
tor

¬-

tor and a full time nativenative-
counselor

native-
counselorcounselor - HelenlI.ofenlIofenKellen. Atkinson , aa-

formerformer student member of thethe-
board

thth-

board
e

board ,.,, now works as counselorcounselocounselor-
and

counselo-
and

r
and can apply her own personalpersonal-
experienr

personal-
experiencesexperienrexperiencess.. as a village studentstudenstudent-
on

studen-
orr

, t
onorr campus as well .

DuringDung the 1970-71197071-- schoolschool-
year

school-
yearyear SOS50S had.. three part timetime-
student

time-
studentstudentstudentcounseforscounselors and the dropdrop-drop-
out

drodro-
put

p-¬-- output rate amongamong-amongnative- native studentsstudents-
ininHI four year degree programsprograms
droppedprogramsdroppedprogramdroppedfrom over 30 per centcent-
to

cent-
toto less than , 10 per cent .,

Special English courses - forfor-
regulat

for-
regularregularregulat freshmanfresllman, credit .- are alsoalSo-

availabTe
also-

availableavailableavailabTe foefor thrthe-the-thenativenative studentsstudents-
asas wellwenwenasas the popular SOSSOS-
Ibuoge

SOS-
IbungetoungeIbuogeIbunge where native students cancan-
exchange

can-
exchangeexchange complaintswmptaints

'-

and
a-nd'-

and
a-nd'and helphelp-

over
help-

averoveraver abundant cupscups:, ofofcoffeecoffee .
According to *' Martha AikenAike-

nfI
Aiken-

.ffI.ff.f Barrow , a UA junior, thethe-
worst

the-
worstworstproblemsmiveadjustment problemsproblems-
arrivearrivemive with students directly butoutout-
of

utu-
tfoff the villagesWlages.. . Students whowho-
IaYe

wh-
otaelaveIaYetaeBoardingBamesBoardingHomesalready been in Boarding
HomesBames or dorms in AnchorageAnchorage-
or

Anchorage-
worw , FairbanksFabnks aieanare: more accusaccus-accus-
torncd

accus-
tomed

-¬-

. tomedtorncd' to the krgelarge school ,,', thethe-
mami

the-
anomieanomiemami of a large campus oror-
community

or-
communitycommunity and to. the require-require--.

,

s5

! ,
;
,

3)
1i

¬-

¬-

:

;

t

l

,

:

I

:)i ments ofofmakingmaking their own de-dede-

3

de-

e
-

3e cisions and being self-sufficientselfsufficientself.sufficientselfsufficientself-sufficient--. ,.-

i For a student coming to thethe-
s campus fromfrom'afroma' a small village or aa-

small
a-

smallsmall MABfABIA or SOS high schoolII1 ,

i-i1-1ithe1the¬- the campusCJflpuscartipus experience cancan-

frightening
bebe-

t
,iee

tt frightening -- and-andandmany-, many turnturn-
round

a-aa-

round
a-aa-

round
i-iIi-Ii-

round and return to their vil-vilvil-

6

vil-

e

vil-il1-1I-I-

6e lages .
, During the last year , the SOSSS-

board
OSS

¬-. board , headed by Martha JackJack-
of

Jack-
of

k
of Bethel succeeded in institu-instituinstitu-

3

institu-
ting

institu-
ting

i-i1-1-

ting four courses in native stu-stustu-
1

stu-

i
stu-

dies
i-i1-1-

dies on campus for this , fall11.,.
f They also* found a supervisor forfor>,r

the programprogran1, which may even-eveneven-

tually
even-

tually
even-

tually
i-i1-.

tually expand into a native stu-stustu-

dies
i-i-

dies programpprogram .
Most of the native studentsstudents-

feel
: s

feel counseling is one of thee
single most important ways toto-

f

tt-
help

0o
help students stay in schoolI.1 .

Since SOS instituted its full pro-propro-
gram

,-.
gram last September , studentsstudents-

t

: s

can simply walk into the SOSSOS-

l

SO S
offices and see a counselor -

immediately if their problem isis-

important
is-

important
iss

important .
Although they do not wantwant-

to
ww-

to
antt

to lose their autonomy , the SOSSOS-

board
SOS-

board
SOSO-

board
S)

board is seeking federal fundingfundinfundin-
for

Sg

gg
for another one or two full timetime-

I

e
counselors and three more partpart-
time

parttt
time cousnelors for next yearr ..
At present , their money comescomes-
from

corncorn-

from
esss

from state and federal fundsfunds-
and

furlfunds-
and

ss
and initial grants from several oiloil-

companies
oo-

companies
il1I

companies in Alaska .

They hope to join any con-concon-
sortium

con-
sortium

coco-

sortium
n -.

sortium of federally funded stustst-

dent
u ¬-.

dent help programs without lo-lolo-
sing

11-

sing
o-o---

sing their autonomy ,.

. Next fall , SOS plans a bigbigI:bigbrotherbigbrother/bigbrotherbig// sister program forfor-

native
forr

native freshmanfreshmar! . Each older stu-stustust° -*.'
dent will be responsible for twotwo-
freshman

two-
freshman

'I

freshman - providing an aid toto-

bewildered
tt-

bewildered
°'

bewildered students who don'tdontdon't-
know

don 'tt
know where to turn to findfmdfmd-
course

findI

course information , orientationorientatioorientation-
and

orientatio-
and

n,

and friends .
Already , students and-eounse-andeounseand.eeunseandeeunseandeounse-

lors
anand.eeunse-

lors
-. unse -.

lors have beenb en conductingonducting a highhigh-
school

hihi-

school
gh
ghr

\

school visitationvisitation program underundeunder-
UA

rr
UA auspices , speakingspeqg to nativenative-
students

:

students about highhighschoolsschools inin-

general
mi

general and }UAJA in particular .
UA nativenative student boardboardIboard-

members
boar [ I

members agree that it is thethth-

more
e:

!

more aggressive studentsstudent$ whowho-
have

whwh-

have
oi

have landed in collegeconege as of toto-toto-
day

to-

day
-¬- '

day , while equallyeq y talented butbar t II-

perhapsperhaps less self-sufficientselfsufficientself.sufficientselfsufficient-.- youngyoungIyoung-
natives

;

I

natives do not leave the villagesvillagesIvillagesforfor education . ]
'

It will still take some timetime-
they

, J

they believe , before native stustu-stustuIstu-

dents
¬-

dents from Alaska take advanadvan-advan-
tage

¬.- I

1

of the dozens oftage opportuopportu-opportu-
nities

¬.-
. I

nities opening up forfor-

native
Alaskan ff-

nativenative students at colleges acrossacross-
the

across-
thethe country . I ,

However , after their first yearyear-
of

ar tt'o-

f'-

of
o-f'of full operationoperntion SOS is provingproving-
that

proving-
that

rr-
thatthat the native dropout rate cancan-
be

ii-

be
tt-

bebe cut drastically , with sufficientsufficiensufficien-
supportive

t .

'

supportive services for nativenative-
for

J];
for native students in college ,. ii-

At
dd-

AtAt the same time it has provedproveprove-
ghat

d 1b.(thathatghat capable native college stu-stustu-

dents
stu-

dents
starsta-

rdents
- <()

dents can oversee such programspropro-
with

grams ,),
withwithaa lot of hard work andand-
genuine

1

genuine interest drawn fromfrom-
their

from-
their

from-
theirtheir

,

ownOIMl college experienceexperien.ce. . 1b


