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Is there , onfeononeonegroupI

group
"'' uiirtin' AlaskAlaskaAlaska-

which
Alaska-

which

"

which represeritsrepresentsrepr serlts Alaska'sAlaskas' nativnativenative-

people

'

peoplepeoplein,
in the fieldfi 1414ofof educationeducation-

Whcih
??

, WhcihWllcih NativeNative'people
'-

people
p-

eople'
people ? ThTheTh-

eEsk
The-

EskimosEskimosnosEsk in the Yukon-KuskokYukonKuskok- ..

wim or the TlingitS and HaidaHaidasHaidas-

in
Haidas-

inin ,. Southeast ? With the widwidewide-

variety
wide-

variety

<

variety ofofregiooalofregionalregionalregiooal cultures 'andand'and-

education
'and-

education

'anc

education needs the question iiI-
Smore

isis-

mmoremmorere confusingc nfuS g
,
than enlightenenliglitenenlighten-enlighten-

ing

.-

ing . AlsojAlso , readersreaders-ofreadersof"ofof'of"'- the AFAFN-

and
AFNAFN-

andand severalsever 11regionalregional organizaorganiza-organiza-

tions

.-

tions arearare presently preoccupiecpreoccupiedprepreoccupied-
with

ccupiedccupied-

wiwithwi the vitally
'
important landland-

claims
land-

claimsclaims fight .,
,'

For four days last week , twotwo-

representatives
two-

representatrepresentativesrepresentat'esrepresentat \'es'eses\' of the FordFord-

Foundation
Ford-

FoundationFoundationFoundationvisitedvisited nativepative leadersleaders-

in
leaders-

inin JuneauJneauhineauJ neau , Anchorage and Fair-FairFair-

banks
Fair-

banks

-.
'bb-banksbanks'- bankss to obtain opinions on thethe-

proposed
the-

proposedproposed University, . of AlaskaAlaska-

Center
Alaska-

CenterCenter for Northern Education .

AccordingA cording to the UA fundingfunding-

proposal
funding-

propoSalproposal , ihethe CenterCentet will be aa-

central
a-

centralcentral research and program dede-dede-

sign

¬.-

sign institute designed to assessassess-

'native
assess-

nativenative'native-native'- education needs aridand actact-

as

act-

asas a resourceresource centercenter for 'develdeveldevel-' devel-

oping
devel-

oping

¬-

oping programs in cross-culturalcrossculturalcrosscultural-
education

crosscultural-
education

--
education .

One major aspect off the Cen-CenCen-

.ter

Cen-

.ter

Cen-

ter

-

.terter.. is their intention to involveinvolve-

the
involve-

thethe native people in every aspectaspect-

of
aspect-

ofof the policy makingm ing and work ..

To set up the centercenter and supportsupport-

itit through its initial years , thethe-

University
the-

UniversityUniversity of Alaska has asked
.- for a 5654,0005654000$654,000654000$ , grant from thethe-

Ford
the-

FordFord Foundation .. Other fundsfunds-

will

funds-

willwill come from UAVA contractscontracts-
with

contracts-
withwith various agencies to performperform-

crosscultural
perform-

crossculturalcross-culturalcrosscultural- educational rere-rere-

search
re-

search

¬-

search and program designdesigg .

Donald Sandberg and RalphRalph-

Bohoon
Ralph-

BohrsonBohrsonBohoon spent four days inin-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska trying to evaluate thethe-

proposal
the-

proposalproposal last week . TheyThey-
searched

They-
searchedsearched for "nativenative" representarepresenta-representa-
tives

representa-
tives

¬-

tives" , spoke with native leadersleaders-

in
leaders-

inin Juneau , Anchorage andand-

Fairbanks
and-

FairbanksFairbanks and conferredOnferred withwith-

education
with-

educationeducation officials in the BureauBureau-

of
Bureau-

ofof Indian Affairs and the StateState-

Operated
State-

OperatedOperated Schools .

According to Ralph Bohrson ,

Ford Foundation'sFoundations'' education dede-

partment
de-dede-

partment
¬-

partment has three major
,quesques-ques-

tions
ques-

tions
¬-

tions about the proposed center.

First , he wants to know if suchsuch-

aa center can effectively ask quesques-ques-

tions
ques-

tions

¬-

tions and be responsive to thethe-

issues
the-

issuesissues Alaskan natives cite aboutabout-

cross.cultural
about-

crossculturalcross-culturalcrossculturalcross.culturalcrosscultural-. education in thethe-

north
the-

northnorth .

Second ,. will anybody in polipoliopoli-polio-

cy
poli-

cy
¬-

cy amking decisions in Alaska bebe-

responsive
be-

responsiveresponsive to suggestions from

the Center . WillWill it have influinflu-

ence

.
I

,enccence? \,

. Third , will :;itherethere .,' be otheotherother-

mon
other-

moneymoneymonmoneyy availableav able to maintain thithethethe-

center's
.

.

center'scenters' operations .

Where the Ford FoundatioiFoundationFoundation-
people

Foundation-

people'peoplepeople' did not ,travel ,
is to ththethe-

villages

the-

villages

<

'-

where
w-

here
'

.villagesvillages

.,
, where communitiescoJt1; nities janareare-

becoming

,areare-

becomingbecoming newlynewly\newlyaware,\,_, awareaware ' of the-

possibilities
thtthethe-

possibilitiespossibilities forCor local!) control oofof-

education
ofof-

educationeducation of theirtheitheirtheirchildren; children .
In Alaska , thfethe reactions tctoto-

the

tc-

thethe ' centercent r idea have beenbeen mixedmixed-

Most
.

Most NativeN'ative
'

leaders know littllittlelittlelittle-

about
little-

about
<

about the CenterCenter'andiCenterandi
'-

andl
a-

ndl' andlandlwhilewhile ththethe-

intention
the-

intention

<

intention for native patticipatioiparticipationparticipation-
isis present non mechanism has yeyetyet-

been
yet-

beenbeenIOnedesigned .. \I\

9neOne major questionquestiori isis wheth'i"heth-'i"hethiheth'i"heth-

er '" -

er the Institute wilfwilJwill join thethe piepleple-pleple-

thora
-.

thora of official agencies concon-con-

cerned
-'

cerned with Alaskan nanativeswhonativeswhcnativeswho-
are

nativeswhc-
are

ives.whtiveswht.,

are more aware ofofwhatof\whofwh''

\whatwhat'whatwhat\\' t is haphap-hap-

pening

-.

pening in their fellow agencieagenciesagencies-

than
agencies-

than

:

than among the peoplepepple theythey-

supposedly
they-

supposedlysupposedly "serveserve" " .

The'D1eD1e' .questionsquestions., que tions a .CenterCenter.
.,e t r

,
foiforfor-

Education
for-

EducationEducation could ask inin AlaskaAlaska-

could
AlaskaAlaska-

couldcould be painful - not only foiforfor-

Alaskan
for-

AlaskanAlaskan officialdomfficialdom but for thethe-

native
the-

nativenative people themselvesth mselves ., Edu ¬..

cation budgets are still voted oronon-

in
on-

inin the legislaturelegistlature and legislalegistlalegistla-legistla-

tors

¬.-

tors have not been notably uvin .

formed in what is going on as far-

as

faifarfar-

asas education research and propro-pro-

sed

¬.-

sed solutions .
solutions'here

Where\\-'here'herehere\-' Ford FoundationF01mdation hashas-

not
has-

notnot gone to ask its questions ,, isisis-

into
is-

intointo the villages where peoplepeople-

expressing
people-

expressingexpressing their concern overover-

education
over-

educationeducation . Political participaparticipa-participa-

tion

¬.-

tion in the schools is a recentrecent-

Amercian
recent-

AmercianAmercian phenomena-onephenomenaone-- whichwhich-

is
which-

itisit' just now faintly tingeing vilvil-vilvil-

lage
vil-

lage

¬-

lage politics ,.
Till now , there has been nono-

means
no-

meansmeans for village people to inin-inin-

fluence

¬.-

fluence officialdom and evaluaevalua-evalua-

tion

¬.-

tion trips which bypass the vil-vilvil-

lages
vil-

lages
vil-

lages

-

lages increase this political imim-imim-

potence

¬.-

potence .

According to Tundra TimesTimes-

editor
Times-

editoreditor Howard Rock , one of thethe-

pative
the-

nativepativenative people the FoundationFoundation-
people

Foundation-
peoplepeople questioned , the answersanswers-

are
answers-

areare in the regionalregioIl3.1regioIl31. organizations-organizationsorganizations-
where

organizations-
where

organizations-
where

--

where representatives are.closearecloseareareclose-
enough

., closeclose-

enoughenough to their people and culcul-culcul-

ture
cul-

ture
¬-

ture to evaluate education needs .

Yet , like any agency ,. a CenterCenter-

for
Center-

forfor NorthernN rthern Education cancn onon-onon-

ly
¬.-

lyIy be effective in the flesh -. notnot-

on
not-

onon paperpaper . A paper proposal isis-

dififcuIt
is-

dififcultdififcultdififcuIt to evaluate from anyany-

angle
any-

angleangle .

Yet ,, the Ford people whowho-

control
who-

controlcontrol the purse strings havehave-

nothing
have-

nothingnothingnothingelse: else on which to basebase-

their
base-

theirtheir evaluationevaluation.andevaluationandevaluation-andevaluationandjand.- a great dealdeal-

hinges
deal-

rungeshingesrunges upon their decision - aa-

solid
a-

solidsolid economice onomic base for a CenterCenter-

which
Center-

whichwhich can , if it works , bebe'abeaa'a' vitalvital-

coordinating
vital-

coordinatingcoordinating center for nativenative-

education
native-

educationeducation in Alaska .


