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AAAquettlonquestionquettlon olioftenolinn askedasked-
by

,
bywhetherltIsnonnon-NativesnonNativesnonNativesjs:-Nativesis, is whetherltwhethefitwhethefItIt-

isis really a validyaUd Ideaidea'toideatoidea"to'"to have-
special

harehave
; special educationaldueational pro *.

grams for Native ...studentsstudents .

After all , they
'
argue , docs-

n't
doesdocs-docsdoes-

n't
*-, n'tnt' equal educational oppor .¬

tunitytunlty meanmean'themeanthe' the same pro-
gram

propro-¬-

gramchild1OfchildOfforlor every childchild1child?
Of course , if thesethue quesques-¬-

tionersquestionersused the same argu-
ment

argu-
ment

arguargu-¬-

ment agains special pro-
grams

pro-
grams

propro-¬-

grams forfot vocational educa-
tion

educaeducaoeducao-
tion

°

tion , gifted childrenhndten , oror-

physically
or-

physicallyphysically or mentally han-
dicapped

han-
dicapped

hanhan-¬-

dicapped students , they

J

would seem absurd *. ?Thehe
argumentargumentTheargument

. Ists"equallytsequallyis"equallyisequally"" equally inapplilnappU .¬
cacablele againstgainst ,

programaprogramsprograms (forfor-
special

oror-

specialspecialspecialneedS-ofspecialneedSofneedsr.ofneedsrofneedsrof.NatneedsrofNat'-. .Nativet ..eeve stustu-
dents

sturstu-stu-
dendentsts .

I

TTien{ en ,. the question is areare-
the

are-
thethe '

..culturalcultural , academic ,
,Landandand-

socia
and-

socialsociasocialsoc- 'iajsoc-iaj' .
','-

in
i-

n
needsneedsofeeds"ofeedsof", ,..ofof Native ., chilchUchilechile-

dren
¬.

dren in reality dlffdifferent-
from

differentrentrent-
fromfrom thosthose ofof the ,. majoritymajority-
population

majority-
populationpopulation ? The answeranswer-
is

answer-
isis yes !

A study of01 the FairbanksFairbankFairbanks-
North

.
North Star Borough SchoolSchool-
District

School-
DistrictDistrict by the 'Seattle'Seattle OffOCfOffI-
ce

¬.

(icece of the Human RightsRights-
Commission

Rights-
CommissionCommission , released In-

April
inin-

AprilApril , stated that the drop-
out

drop-
out

dropdrop-¬-
out rate of Alaskan NativeNative-
Students

Native-
StudentsStudents locally is 50 % .

. '

OtherOth"etOthet" pointspolnh in , the ,isameSlmesameSlme-
'study

same-
study'study'study :' indicatendicate, that special-
ne

special-
needs

special
, neneedsdsmust,

mustmust indeedJndee4 eexistisisjt ,. ._-

FamilyFamlly , babackgroundkgroun.dkground
.

isis-

considered
is-

consideredconsidered by educators ''toto'to-
be

toto-

bebe a large infulenceinCulence on succ-
ess

suce-
e

succsuce-sucesucc-¬-

eess' 1,1Inin school ,. no mattermatter-
what

matter-
whatwhatbackS10und.maybemaybethat backgroundbackS10und.maybackS10undmay. may
besupportsthat. ,. ResearResearchh again supportssupports-
thatthat Native pupilspupUs may havehave-
different

have-
differentdifferent needs because ofof-
their

of-
theirtheir familyfainily backgrounds .

iIInIn April the FNSBFNSB-
School

FNSB-
SchoolSchool DistrictDisirlct reported anan-

enrQUment
an-

enrQllmentenrollmentenrQUmentenrQllment totaling 1111,6871168711J87,//J87J87 ,
of which the JOMJaM programprogram-
repQrted

program-
reported

program
reportedrepQrted 98987? to be one-
fourth

one-
fourth

one-oneoneooneo-
fourth

-

fourth or more NativeNative-
Am

Native-
AmericanAmAmericanrlcan . This means thethe-
population

the-
populationpopulation of students eliell ¬.

gible for both JOM and IEAlEAIEA-
programs

lEA-
progprogprogramsaml totals slightlyslightly-
under

slightly-
underunder 10 % '."'- of

o- fof the FNS6-
School

FNSBFNS6FNSB-
SchoolSchool District studentstudent-
body

student-
bodybody 0.0InIn addition 1,1JOMJOMJOM-

program
JOM-

programprogram has identified apap-

proximately
apoap-apapo-

proximately
-

proximately 300 eligibleeligible-
preschool

eligible-
preschoolpreschool children . OfOf-

these
Of-

thesethese , on 331] are enrolled In-

HEADST
inin-

HEADSTARTHEADSTHEADSTARTART Program . AA-

about
A-A-.

about 10 more are enrolledenrolled-
Inin private preschoolpreschooJ propro-
grams

pro-pro*.-

grams .

A review of census figfig-

'ures
fig-

ures
fig-fig¬-

'ures'ures of 1970 , 1950 , as wellwell-
as

well-
asas more recent populationpopulation-
reports

population-
reportsreports , shows a large-scalelargescalelargescale-
movement

largescale-
movement

-

movement of Alaskanlaskan Nat-
Ive

Nat-

ive
NatNat-¬-

ive people from the ruralrural-
areas

rural-
areasareas to the mmajorajar citiesclUes .

A parallel can be drawndrawn-
between

drawn-
betweenbetween this situation andand-

the
and-

thethe conditions exisitngexisltng atat-

the
at-

thethe time of the Merriam ReRe-

port
Re-

t
Re-Re-.

tport> ?)fjrtrt (((1928)1928(19281928(1928)wblch(1928which)) whichwblch broughtbrought-
about

brought-
aboutabout the JohlJohhsonOMohnionOonO *MalleyMalley-
Act

alleyalley-

ActAct . Then , Native Amer-
ican

Amer-
ican

AmerAmer-¬-

ican students were movingmoving-
from

moving-
fromfrom FederallyFederal) operatedoperated

and funded BIA schools toto-

ofCreservation
to-

offreservationoff-reservationoffreservationofC-reservationofC- publicpublic.-
schools

public-
schools.schools.schools , wwhichlch , had nneitherneither-
monies

ftherfther-
moniesmonies to .supportsupportpport the 'textratextra-
students

xtrxtra.
students , nor special prog-
rams

progprog-¬-

rams designedduigned to meet theirthelltheir-
needs

thell-
needsneeds . Now , Alaskan Nat-
ive

Nat-
ive

NatNat-¬-

ivemovingfromstudent !,* are movimovingmovingr&r,
from rural areas in which-
the

whichwhich-
thethe Alaska State Founda-
tion

FoundaFounda- ¬.-
tiontlon EFundand provides moremore-
complete

more-
completecomplete funding for them ,

,. and where schools are opop-
crated

opoopo-
crated

¬

eratedcrated totalJtotally to meet theirtheir-
needs

their-
needsneeds (with the assistanceassistance-
ofof variousvuious Federal propro-
grams

¬",gramsmovingIntorams .)) They are moving
into urban areas where lessless-
of

less-
ofof the basic funding comescomes-
from

comes-
fromfrom State support and

more from local taxpayerst.xpayerstxpayers. : ,
and where programs haVehave-
been

have-
beenbeen .tailored.norednoredtillored to needneedsneedg, ofot aa-

far
a-

farfar different type ofororstuofstustustu-
dent

stu-stu¬.-

dent .

An interesting aspect ofof-
educational

of-
educationaleducationaldesigninprogram design
in urban areas is the powpowtpowerrr-
of

r-

ofof the local school boardsboards-
to

,",taughtinto control what is taught
in the schools . TraditionallyTradlUonallyTradlUonally-
these

Traditionally-
thesethese school boards huhave-
not

have
not included AlaskanAJukan Nathe-
feopJe

NativeNatheNative-
eople?PeoplefeopJeeople-eopleeopleEven.- EvenEYen in the StateStlteState-

Operated
Stlte-

OperatedOperated ( UnorganizedUnorganltedUnorganised
BorBoroughUnorganltedBorUnorganisedBoroughugh ) Schools , NativeNatiyeNative-
Pdople

Natiye-
PtoplePeVplePtoplePdoplepositoIonposition! havehue not had positposito
ion which vastly influencedinnuencedinfluenced-
what

innuenced-
whatwhat actually happened inin-

CContin
in-

Coetbwsd(ComiiNMdCContinCoetbwsded on pappep,.. 4)4)
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)the
3-

)the
3-

)the
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the local schoolschoolcUTTlculaeschoolcurriculaecUTTlculae-
A

curriculae-
A

curnculaecUTTlculaecurriculae
A study sponsored by Con-
gress

Con-
gress

ConCon-¬-

gress on Federal ProgramsProgramPrograms-
designed

ss-

designeddesigned for Alaska Natives ,

commonly called the 2c( )

Report : Federal ProgramsProgramPrograms-
Alaska

ss-

AlaskaAlaska Natives , said in dis-

cussing
dis-

cussing
disdis-¬-

cussing both JOM and IEAlEAlEA-
programs

lEA-
programsprograms that , ""SpecialSpecial EdEd-

ucation
Ed-

ucation
Ed-Ed¬-

ucation programs are need-
ed

needneed-¬.-

ed in Alaska because thethe-
Standard

the-
StandardStandard Western-orientedWesternorientedWesternoriented-
school

Westernoriented-
school

--
schooloperationinprogram in operation
in the state was designeddesigned-
without

designed-
withoutwithout direction from tbe-
Native

thetbethe-
NativeNative Community . ''This-
resulted

This'ThisThis-
resultedresultedresultedInin a school situat-
ion

situatsituat-¬.-

ion which did not take intomtointo-
consideration

mto-
considerationconsideration the cultural ,

academacademicie and social needsneeds-
of

needs-
ofof Native students .

"


