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NEW MAP OFF THE PRESS-PRESSPRESSDrPRESS - Dr. Michael Krauss , director of the Alaska Native Language Center at thethe-
University

the-
UniversityUniversity of Alaska , Fairbanks , looks over a map recently produced for sale by the center. (UA Photo ) .

"15 Years WorkanOnePage-WorkanOnePageWorkonOnePage-WorkonOnePage""-=-
WorkanOnePageAWorkonOnePageAMasterful

AMasterfulAMasterfulAMasterfulMap
.

Map
"NativeNative" Peoples and LanguagesLanguages-

ofof Alaska " produced by DrDr-

oMic

.

-oMicoMic- MichaelMiciael) ael Krauss , Alaska NativeNative-
Language

Native-
LanguageLanguage Center ,. University ofo-
fAlaska

o-
fAlaskaAlaska. , Fairbanks ,
Alaska .

Traditionally ,. theth e termterm"-
masterpiece

,.

"masterpiecemasterpiece" " refers to a workwork-
produced

work-
producedproduced by a highly skilledskille-
dcraftsman

skille-
dcraftsmancraftsman showing his greatgreat-
ability

great-
abilityability . This new map is truly aa-

masterpiece
a-

masterpiecemasterpiecemasterpieceofof-of- linguistic work byby-

Dr
by-

DrDr. Michael Krauss .

"MikeMike" " , as he is respectfullyrespectfully-
known

respectfully-
knownknown by many Native PeoplePeo le hashas-

researched
has-

researchedresearched the Native LanguagesLanguages-
ofof our State for fifteen years . InIn-

introducing
In-

introducingintroducing his workw rk., he jokinglyjokingly-
said

jokingly-
saidsaid, "It'sIts" ' not often a person cancan-

put
can-

putput fifteen years of work on oneone-

page
one-

pagepage !"
Butut both the map and Mike'sMikesMike's-

comment
Mike's-

comment
'

comment are a little deceptive .

Behind the finished work is aa-

roomful
a-

roomfulroomful of documents , maps ,
contributions by other linguists ,
and case after case of recordingsrecordings-
and

recordings-
andand transcriptions of the NativeNative-
languages

Native-
languageslanguages . The map is so clear ,.
precise , and colorful that at firstfirst-
the

first-
thethe viewer might just thing it was aa-

simple
a-

simplesimple task to put it together . TheThe

truthtruth and the facts are muchmuch-
different

much-
differentdifferent .

One hundred years ago the firstfirst-
map

first-
mapmap showing the linguisticlinguistic-
divisions

linguistic-
divisionsdivisions of Alaska was produced .

Since that time , several othersothers-
have

others-
havehave modified the originaloriginal-
divisions

original-
divisionsdivisions . But it was not untiluntil-
Mike

until-
MikeMike gathered all the eadyearlyearly-
reports

early-
reportsreports ,. spent literally thousandsthousands-
ofof hours studying the languageslanguages-
and

languages-
andand conferred withwi th other linguistslinguists-
that

linguists-
thatthat the present map assumed itsits-

fmal
its-

finalfinalfmal form .

He divided the languagelanguage-
divisions

language-
divisionsdivisions along the two ends-.ofend- sofendsofends ._of thethe-

color
the-

colorcolor spectrum . Eskimo and AleutAleut-
are

Aleut-
areare indicated by blue , green andand-
purple

and-
purplepurple . Athabascan , Eyak., TlingitTlingit-
all

Tlingit-
allall fall along the jed.redred. end of the-
spectrum

,thethe-

sPectrumspectrumsPectrum . To indicate that theythey-
are

they-
areare distinct from all the others ,
Tsimshian is marked ,. off in green-greengreen-
and

-.,

and Haida in violet .

On the maps the viewer cancan-
de

can-
determinedeterminede termine major linguisticlinguisticd-
ivisions

linguisticd-
ivisionsdivisions .bothboth., by the color codecode-
and

code-
andand the solid divisional lines .

DialectsDia1ects are marked offoffbyby brokenbroken-
lines

broken-
lineslines . For those familiar withwit-
hot

with-
otherotiierotheroter maps of Alaska ,. ,. they willwill-

.notice
wil-

l'notice'noticenotice.notice.'' that many towns or villages

do not appear on the map ; onlyonly-
those

only-
thosethose places with 10 per cent oror-

more
or-

moremore Native populationpopulationare-areare- areare-

indicated
are-

indicatedindicated..

This means , for example ,. thatthat-
the

that-
thethe name "CordovaCordova" " does notnot-
appear

not-
appearappear ,. but the new designationdesignation-
"Eyak

designation-
"Eyak"EyakEyak" " does .

The map was designed for manymany-
practical

many-
practicalpractical purposes such as a guideguide-
for

guide-
forfor those working in bilingualilingual1:bilingual-
education

ilingual-
educationeducation, a historical guide forfor-

those
for-

thosethose concerned with the locationlocation-
of

location-
ofof groups whenwheilwhefl the firstfirst-
Euroamericans

first-
EuroamericansEuroamericans contacted them ,
andrelationshipsbetweenthe linguistic relationships
between different areas .

The table of language groupsgroups-
also

groups-
alsoalso, indicates the numbersnwnbers of eacheach-
lingUistic

each-

linguisticlinguisticlingUistic group and how manymany-
presently

many-
presentlypresently speak the language . TheThe-

shading
The-

shadingshading of each city or villagevillage-
indicates

village-
indicatesindicates how many children inin-

that
in-

thatthat place speak their NativeNative-
tongue

Native-
tonguetongue .

Hopefully , the map will hang inin-

every
in-

everyevery school , every State officeoffice-
and

office-
andand many homes in Alaska . IfItIt'sItsIt's-
the

'ss-

thethe type of work thatthatrevealsreveals moremore-
and

more-
andand more information each time"timelime"time-

one
lime-

one
"

one looks at it .

(continued on page 12)12)



MasterfulMapMasterJuIMMasterful Mapp . . .
( Continued from Page 2)22)-

The

2)-

The

2)-

The

)

The niapmaps$ willwin be soldso1 in most ,

.bookstoresbookstores.bookstotesbookstotes. in AlaskaAlaska'andAlaskaandAlaska'anAlaskaan' andd throughthrough-
other

through-
otherother outlets asass well . If a personperperson-
cannot

ono-
ncacannotmotca findfmdfmdonefindorieoneoneorie locally , theytheycancancan-

be
can-

bebe orderedordeordereded directlywiectly'' fromfiom ' theththe-

AlaskaAlaska NativeNativ ; Language CenterCenteiCenteiatCenteratCenterat-

the
atat-

thethe University of Alaska ,

Fairbanks for$3.50for3.50for350for . $3.503.50350$ . plus' postagepostage-
and

postage-
andand handling charges . '

_
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'ForFor
'

For years1yearsyers "'' wewe
%ve',, have waitedwaitedIwaitedforwaited

I,
forfcrfor-

'such'a
fcr-

'suchsuch'such'such'asucha' ' a work ; itit has beenbe n sort ofofaa ,.

dream that someday the definitivedefmitivedefinitive-
work,, work '; on'1on1onon'the'vonthev'" , 'thethe'

J'ilangtilangtageslanguagesages '
;: of/ofofourof/, 1'ourouioui-

State

'

State would comecome from the handsnandshands
bfsofnandsofhandso1o1, perhapsrhaps ione\;; , one'ofoneofones>;. .;'ofofrlofrlthe",

i the finestf1Iestf1Ifinest-
linguists

estest-

linguistslinguists in our country , 0\0.44\0-

l
. .-

4Sometimesl>' Sometimessome n s in reading a book oror-

nearing
"

,

'hearing'ahearinga'hearingnearing "aa'a"' <:;' good lecturellecturecture, ' aa'personapersona'person-
might

' personp'ersonpersonp'erson-

might

'

mightmightImightSiS saysay'IsayIsay"ItsayIt,' <?,' '",'ItIt' ,' is j; greatgreat'Finegr at'.'' , /'Fine'FineFineii- "Fme/"FmeFme"FineFine"Fme-
"work

"Fine-
work

"'
"workwork"
.workwork.

! ""', Weryf'YeryfYery"',Very enlighteninge ighteJnr"', butbut-

with
ut

withth 5
,
> Mike'sMikes' i, 'mapmap' map ' all ffof;'

,
of thesethestheses-

tstinsufficient.Everylt,IIac; accoladesac olades are insufficientinsufficient.EveryinsufficientEvery.." ,
.EveryEvery-

timeltJtime1'itmanyjofusAlaskansmetime wewejo6kt'at/itmany'ofuswejo6kt'atwejo6ktatitmany'ofusitmanyofuslolookl'atlooklatk "' 1'it-manyjofus1'it1itmanyjofusitmany'ofusitmanyofus/'
,,-'' ,

,
,

' ,
;;

;,'AlaskansAlaskans/Alaskans/'AlaskansAlaskans' willwill haveha\1eha1e\ ' to simplynplys saysay ,
, "Thankyou.MikeThankyou.MikeThankyouMikeThankyou"Thankyou"" ., MUMilnee< ! ". ',°",/" '
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