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The'The'' Tri-Tra'desTriTra'desTradesTri-TradesTri -- Tra'desTrades''

Council isii-

seeking., seeking court help for 24 of itsitit-

Native
!

Native., membersniembers Jhethethe union claimsclaimclaims-
were

claim-
werewere shortchanged by the AlaskaAlaska-
Department

AlasAlas-

DepartmentDepartment of Highways on perpe r
diempediempay me'relymerely' because thethe-
workers

thth-

workersworkers are Natives .

InInaa suit filed in SuperiprSuperior CourtCourt-
here

Court-
herehere , the union Wants thethestatestate toto-

make
tt-

makemake ,. up for the allegedly $3535$35-
toolow

$$33$3-

toolowtoo-lowtoolow- per diem pay for some 2020-

workers
22-

workersworkers last summer nearnear'NonnearNonnear'Non-
and

'NomeNome'
Nome-

andand four unionuni in<; members whowho-
worked

who-
workedworked forfOf the Department ofQfoo-

HighwaysQfHighwaysHighways near UvengoodLivengood lastlas-
twinter

las-
twinterwinter .

"II" guess, the amount thethestatthestatf-
ailed

.statestate.,
state-

failedfailed to pappa9pay' is somewheresQmewhere around'around
'aroun d

$50,00050000$ , , " said , Tri-TradesTriTradesTTriTrades-
Secretaiy

i-TradesiTradesiTrades-
Secretary

-

1cGavinSecretarySecretaiy Treasurer , ChuckCh.uChuChue. 1c,k
Gavin .

The issue has been a bee in thethe-
union's

the-
union'sunion'sunions' hard hat:'

' since lastlast-
summer

last-
summersummer , accordingaccordngaccord ng toGavinto , Gavin . He-HeHe-

said
-.,% said '

, thetheunion-unionunion-, had 'tbtb'tbt6t6callcall somesome-
safety

;:

safety
'-

meetings
m-

eetings'meme'meetingsmeetings'
tinis in Fairbanksairb nks toto-

"even
;:

"eveneven" get
,

commissioner , WaltWalt-

Parker

*'

Parker , totQansweranswer our calls ." "' 1

The
'
union officialofficial'SofficialS'-

said
s-

aid' saidid the 2020-

workers

\

workers on a project aboutabou't' 5050-

miles
50-

milesmiles ' from Nome ' last summersummsummersummer-
were

rr-
werewerepaymentswhenpaid $8-per$88per$8per8per$ -, diem paymentspayments-
whenwhen the tri-tradestritradestIi-tradestIi- contract callscalls-
for

calls-
forfor aI! .;, per diem of $4343$43/$4343$43The$ :; '/ .TheThe'The'The-
Livengood

.,'
'

allegedlyreceivedLivengobdLivengoodLive good workersworke
,
allegedly

received a $2020$ per.diemperdiempe.diempediemper(.diem . Tl' ',, ,
-"
;

HighwayDepar, "WeWe"WeWe"'", YI
'

werewereeie toldol by thetlJ. HighwayHighway&tt& y
DepartmentyDepartmentDepar tnient 'twotwo' "-

by
b-

y
'"
., reasonseasonsreasons, the paypay

,

was set'atsetat'' that figure ,,'"',', said Gavin-GavinGavin-
"One

-.

"OneOne"OriOri" ,1was1was,,waswasI'theI'theIthe', ?,'the Natives '
.''- weren't
w- erent'
, werweren'twerentweren't-

used
n'tntn't-

used
'

used tototogettinggetting thatth t much money, '"
sosso"

ititit'woulditwould:'' would foul up the'economytheeconomythethe'economy-
of

' ' onomyonomy-
ofof NomeNome/Nome'Ii'/.,""' it'IiIi'i-tThe

'I-

iTheThe other argumentar ent he sayssays waswas-
offered

was-
offeredoffered , was that sincednce! ththgrere' wasWasWa-
sberry

wa-
sberrytheconstruction,berry, pickingckiJlg

,; nea'jrneajrnearnea'arneaar'', thethe-
constructionconstructionconstruction site along with goodgOQd
fishinggOQdfishinggoodfishing,, , the NativesNativesatives didn'tdidntdi 'tt' needneed-
anymore

need-
anyanyanymoremore money . 11-

Gavin
'tjtj':GavinGavi it did nbt'saynbtsaynot'saynotsayn t'saytsay' whowha toldtold himJm'

the1theth ' reasonsnia'sonsniasonsreasons' , but-butbuthebubutt -"., he
'

, diddid'say'saysay' y
CommissioneryCommissioner'sayCommissioner, of, AdministrationAdmiAdministration-
Andy

stration -'

Andy , WarwickWarWickpioper1Warwick
'
;: properly had toldtold-

the
told-

thethe ., HighwayHighw y DepartmentDepartmenY.toDepartmenYtoDepartmenY.to-
negotiate

'" .toto. toto-

negotiatenegotiate
.,

a,, settlementsett1 ment oftof;. .
theiliethe-

complaint
: ,

complaint ,.
'- with
w- ith'- with
w- ith' ith the unionumon ., ,
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However
1)-

How
1)-

However
)

HoweverHow Vf Gavin said'said'' , """"ParkerParker'Parker' hashas-

acted
has-

actedacted as if the whole tilingthingtl ng wouldwould-

go

would-

gogo away ififhehelie ignored itit..""'
"TheyThey"111CY made no offer other thanthan-

saying
than-

sayingsaying the original per diemdiem-

payments
diem-

paymentspayments were
,
sufficientsofficient , so wewe-

go

we-

gogo to courtcourtUcourtUhe," heheheaddedaddedadedad ed .,

Gavin described-describeddescribedwhatdescribe -. whatwhat he sayssays-

were
says-

werewere substandard doristructiondortstructiondorlstructiondortstruction-
camp

dorlstruction-
campcafnpcamp housingh sing the workers werewere-

docked
were-

dockeddocked for fromfom{ their per diemruem of
$4343$ ,.

"TheThe"" housinglionisingho smg nearpear the NomeNornNome-

sitesite is . just shacks and prettypretty-
ratty

pretty-
rattyratty ;;"" he said . On that projectprojcc ,.

Gavin estimatedestimatedthere-therethere.there-.+ werewer 2020-

men
20-

menmen who worked from(rom 2621.22122h!.', to 70 '

days .

"TheThe"TIeTIe" ) LivengoodLivLivengoodcampngoodngoodcampcamp was aa-

trailer
a-

trailertrailer homehome/homehomehe,/," he said . "ButBut" it hadhad-

no
had-

nono: runningrunl'linrunllinrunningwater' water . The well drieddried-

up
dried-

upup and theretreethQ e were no real toilettoilet-

facilities
toilet-

facilitiesfacilities for the fourfOUf men whowho-

occupied'it
who-

occupieditoccupied'itoccupiedit' ..."" I'I-
"We've

''
"We'veWeve" ' said we'dwed' pay aa-

reasonable
a-

reasonablereasonable rent , say $88$8or$ or $1010$ forfo-
rtl

for-

thisthistl s housinghou ing ,." he said . "ButBut" inin-

effect
in-

effecteffect thethestatestafestatesta e was charging thethe-

mrkers
the-

workersworkers\mrkersmrkers\ $3030$ perdayper.day,. for housinghousing-

because
housing-

becausebecause all the per diemcHemthem pay thethe-

workers
the-

workersworkers received in hand was $88$ .

"That'sThats"ThatThat" ' &.. ,._ really grossgrossd-

iscrimination
grossd-

iscriminationdiscrimination ," Charged Gavin ,.

He claims-claimsclaimsthe"- the union has beenbeen-

trying
been-

tryingtrying to settle the disputedispute-

through
dispute-

throughthrough negotiationsnegoti tions with thethe-

'High
the-

'Highway'HighwayHighway'HighHigh' way Department sincevsince"

October .


