| Letters from Here and There

- Stickman Has
RunnmgBaltle
W;th City Taxes

Nullto, Alaska

June 23,1976

" Mister Howard Rock, Tundra Times

Editor; .

After jeaving Galbraith ulu on the
North Slope | came to Fairbanks,
bought a boat with outboard motor
for $2,300.00. That's when | stirted

arguing with the  salesman ‘who .~
‘.charged me city tax. He said if |

shipped it, no tax, | said it's the same
thing if I leave with it. But | didn't win.
1 paid the city tax. gy

When | reached Nenana, !had to pay

city tax there, even, on'a newspaper.

Then | took it out on the poor girls at
the check counter.

|:reached Tanana where | had m pay
morecity tax. Then | had to take it out
on the poor girls again at the counter.

| reached Ruby. No tax there. But *

when 1 got to Galena, it got worse. |
bought a pair of canvas gloves for
$1.25. The girl ‘asked me for four
cents. That's when | got mad at the
village of Galena and | took it out on

she charged me $2.00 | wouldn’t
have said a word. Then | went up two
miles out .of. the village to Huhndorf
store. Then | had to pay tax there for
thecity. That’s when | really blew my
top. | was actually the one who started

Galena. | moved West Ruby to Galena

in 1941, The city should pay me
instead of me payingcity tax.

-|.asked what the tax was for and
where the money was going. | walked
down to the Yukon Inn restaurant and
bar, and every time a car passed me,
m mlng mnon the road. Andlot of

on fishwheels, It looks
llkuﬂdleunpimmdohcny ;

Also  heard ' everybody bought

license for fishing but you have to pull

your net out every Friday night. No
fishing Saturday and Sunday, so.no
frash fish to utsnurdnvand&mday
That's the law now.

H the Fish and Wildlife tell these

‘Quys to jump in the river, | guess

they'd do it. But not me. I'm the only:
one that’s trying to stop these foolish
laws they make for.us for years.

. But now! I give up. | sold and gave

away my two nets so | wouldn’t fight

with the law. I'll just sit here on the

riverbank and watch the fish go by. il

fet the Fish and Wildiife eat all the fish.
¥'m tired of faw and I'm tired of living.
| went to Galena for the 800-mile

boat. race. One hundred seventeen .

passengers from' Fc&b-nlu and people

‘from all over. Evuyhodvml-ppv ;

celebrating. Me, tminu there in the
dance hall, till 4. In the morning
Mnowhnumuhmhuvw
for 2t 69 years. A man should be lucky

and suiutundlrvqund.nayw 4

‘haveone foot htho'mundonﬂoot
‘ona l-mmpul.

‘The only way | cuuldbutmdty'

mnadmlwnhwwkfasm
so0 Ienuldptsamﬂmcmlmmt
wlpﬂnidoﬁ lmrltodﬁnc.hys. It
mpudfprmuhhmd.lahaeut

mmﬁdmdtoptmoinnhqu.

and nl-otothmlnnﬁlnl
wouldn’t have to Iuv those, extra
drums agin, but lsdd the wood to
mmﬂmmtnmuoﬂ-nldo.
F'm still' a Imlo young and active yet
for a pioun-’l home, but | wes
wndnin.mmw'npinltohmd

om‘rwndhnmmm

finish all theschools. |

lhm(ophukwmmm )

mmnofmﬂnv.mzoma
-llllv

wants to say Mlq,‘wdl you in Tundra
Times.

llmcnotmdll-dinmypmu.

' Fred Stickman, Sr.

Altemaube for

.The Last geographical F

lﬁnﬂlv pt one Tundra ‘ﬁmnlndl
didn’t ses. my.name in there. Nobody .

COnsidei'ation

June 25, 1975

. Box.368
Bethel, Alaska 99559

Gentlemen:

{ Ratmc thnn that Alaska secede from
the union, as is sometimes suggested, |
pr 0‘90!0 an llt.f"l(ivﬂ for
consideration: that the people of
Alaska make of our state, its material
and human resources and geography, a
planetary endowment.

This endowment would be a tok-n.

before the world that we are prepared,
here where the Old World reaches the
New, to. attempt new forms of
organization to deal with the future.

Thn endowment would be free to
stablish  relations mth any foﬂugn
nation, ‘and its first allegiance would
be not to any - historical national
government, nor to any state or group
of persons—but to the land itself, (the.
original ovﬂowmont of all civilized
life, tided over to us by higher law).
This worild have the effect of giving

. the land, the environment, the planet,

legal standing in international law. It
could secure to us a refreshing set of
priorities; and it would increase trust
worldwide,  for - our use of land
intimates our use of one another.

Since the Arctic world is located at
the convergence of all longitudes it

* would represent a focus for a gradual

ru:ondltlomng of our political and"

1ati If'an end

} or, is this
smong the first of another kind of

frontier?

! provad practical,

‘the notion might
spread outward n an ldlal Thus,
while nations r d as

Working in accord vmh the peopl
of Yukon, the NWT, and peth-ps with
Siberia, Grnenllnd and
Sandmavlo—nnu Imkod by climate,
geography and blood—we may devisea
tr ional lar ethic.
:-. ¢-’- .. ‘n “;'v o ¥
relation with the U.S., we would not
be bound to adopt U.S. govomnont
policy.

an: administrative and ‘social
convulgence, the overall .impuise of
their ‘energies might be released to
supranational, regional, ‘and gobal
efforts to discover the prosperity of all
and the degradation of none.

Peace,

Guy C. Burneko .

Bethel



