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TheTh e Alaska congressionalcongressionald-
elegation

congressionald-
elegationdelegation has called on thethe-
Agriculture

the-
AgricultureAgriculture Department to put aa-

moratoriwn
a-

moratoriummoratoriummoratoriwn on Forest ServiceServic-
eRegion

Servic-
eRegionRegion 10 stumpage valuevalue-
in

value-
increasesincreasesin reases , until more currentcurrent-
stumpage

current-
stumpagestumpagestumpage rate assessments can bebe-

made
be-

mademade .

U.SUS. . Senator Ted StevensSteverSteve , andand-
Mike

and-
MikeMike Gravel and Rep . DonDon'yoDonyoDonYoingDonYoing-
warned '* h1gh1g-
warned

(

warned in a joint letter toto-
Assistant

to-
AssistantAssistant Secretary ofAgricultureAgriculture-
Robert

Agriculture-
RobertRobert W . Long that "ifif" thethe-
industry

the-
industryindustry is required to meet thethe-
new

the-
newnew stumpage rates imposed by
RegionbyRegion10 , total collapse

,
is a veryvery-

realreal possibility ."
Stumpage values for thethe-

Ton
the-

TongassTongassTon ss and ChugachChu ch NationalNati.JNatiJNational-
Forest

(
.

alal-

ForestForest have increasedincreasedrecentlyrecently by
$6060$ to $100100$ per thousand boardboard-
feet

board-
feetfeet , , about a 1,0001000, per centcenti-
nCrease

cent-
increaseincrease .

TheJ'heJhe' three Alaskan legislatorslegisJalegislator-
spointed

torstors-
pointedpointed out that the.the. newly
imposednewlyimposedrates reflect marketmarket-
conditions

market-
conditionsconditions in 1973 which werewere-
very

were-
veryvery good .; '

"AsAsuAs" you know , the worldworld-
timber

world-
timbertimber and wood products marketmarket-
be

market-
beganbeganbe n a precipitous decline in
1974 and is .inin.,in an extremely lowlow-
posture

low-
postureposture at this time, . While thethe-
market

the-
marketmarket decline has affected thethe-

timber
the-

timbertheUnitedtimber industry throughout thetheee-

UnitedUnited StatesStates,, the AlaskanAlaskan-
segment

Alaskan-
segmentsegment has been hit particularly

\|\
(

hardparticularlyhard
,,"" the delegation'sletterdelegationsletterdelegation'sdelegations' letter stated .

;
, They said that logging and rnfllmillmill-

operating
mill-

operatingoperating costs are manymany.timesmanytimesmany.times-
higher

,, .
timestimes-

I1I higher in Alaska than in the Lower
, 48, because of the need forformmoremore-
initial

oreore-
Initialinitial investment , transportationtransportation-
andand road-buildingroadbuilding- costs , andand-
Wages

and-
wageswagesWages

,
which reflect the highhigh-

Alaskan
high-

AlaskanAlaskan costcoo t ofofliYingliving..

"TheseThese" costs
'
coupledcoopled with thethe-

extremely
the-

extremelyextremely depressed timbertimber-
market

timber-
marketmarket have placedplac d the AlaskaAlasbAlasbi-
ndustry

Alaska-

industryindustryindustryon-onon'On-' the borderlineorderline
"

ofof-
collapsecollapseoUapse ." ., ,.

They toldtcid Long thatthat two of thethe-
state's1

the-

state's
the-

state'S'largeststate's1states1state'sstatesstate'S'largeststateSlargest:

,

' ' largest'largest' mfllsmills ;, KetchikanKetchikamKetchikan'-
Pulp1

Ketcl kan '

'Pulp1Pulp1'PulpPulp'.
:

;
' and Metlakatla Spruce , havehave-

already
have-

already
have-

alreadyalready
,
been forced ,. to close andand-

that
and-

that'more
and-

thatthatthat'morethatmore; 'more will face closuretISUI if thethe-
new'";new , )'; stumpage ,i ratesratesII, remain iniin-
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.a-aa"It- ,"ItIt" is ourWI understandingunderstaunderstanding1.ding1ding. thatth t thethe-
'Forest

the-
'F

the-
'Forest'ForestForest'FF'FresG"jj'ForestForest'" resG: ± ; Service : is developing aa-

process
,
:11:'processprocprocessss whereby',,:': "-

more
m- ore"' .mormor.more

,
;"- current
c-urrent"c-

urrentstumpage"cc"crrent""- current
c- urrent"-

currentstumpage.rate
" rrentrrent-

stumpagestumpagestumpage.ratestumpagerate.
' .raterate., assessmentassessment can bebe-
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m
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., GivenGiven'the" -'tl'tltl-'the'thethe"-
"th'e.fthe.fthef"' '

. , , industry'sindustrysindustry-
'ssituation

iridindustr-
y'ssuation

stry'sstrysstry's-
si

'
situationsuationsi! ! ; u- 'ationu- ation ' in Alaska'Alaska' ,; wewe-
respectfully

we-
r

we-
respectfullyrespectfullyspectfullyrJ request1request : '

, thatthai,' .iiii".
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effect <"untiluntil"until-
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jtmore'moremore'> more, updated stumpage values areare-
determinedfaref,' determined '
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