
11-

BushBush Air RoutesRoutes-
To

Routes-

ToTo ContinueContinue-

Under
Continue-

UnderUnder SubsidySubsidyAl-

aska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' ,. bush air routes , thethe-
lifelines

the-
lifelineslifelines which tie remote villagesvillages-
toto the outside world , will concon-con-
tinue

con-
tinue

¬-

jurisdictiontinue underundf'rundfr' the subsidized jurisjuris--¬-

diction of the Civil AeronauticsAeronautics-
Board

Aeronautics-
BoardBoard , according to a decisiondecision-
released

decision-
releasedreleased this week by CAB exex-exex-

aminer
ex-

aminer
¬-

aminer MerrillMerritt RuhjenRuhlen .

"AlthoughAlthough" air transportationtransportationI-
Sis no doubt needed in manymany-
areas

many-
areasareas which cannot economicallyeconomically-
support

economically-
supportsupport it , nowhere is such ser-serser-

vice
serser-ser-

vice
¬-

vice needed more than in ruralrural-
Alaska

rural-
AlaskaAlaska ," the examinerWninere> wrote inin-

his
in-

hishis opinion .

He strongly rejected the propro-pro-
posal

pro-
posal

-¬

posalOperatingRightsby the Bureau of Operating
Rightssuspendthethaithat Ihethe CAB suspendsuspend-
thethe bushbushroutesroutes served by WienWien-

Consolidated
Wien-

ConsolidatedConsolidated Airlines and AlaskaAlaska-
Airlines

Alaska-
AirlinesAirlines .

They would be replaced , thethe-

BOA
the-

BOABOA opinionopmion held ,. by air taxistaxis-
who

taxis-
whowho couldcouldoperateoperate under statestate-
controlwIthout

state-
controlwithoutcontrol-withoulcontrolwithoulcontrol-wIthoutwIthout- federal subsidy .

"RelegatingRelegating" the small AlaskanAlaskan-
communities

Alaskan-
communitiescommuniliescommunities to service only byby-

the
by-

thethe air taxis places allaH of thethe-

costs
the-

costscosts on the local traveler oror-

shipper
or-

shippershipper , the person who cancan-

least
can-

leastleast affordaffordItitIt.. Furthermore ,
due loto Ihethe unfavorable operatingoperating-
conditions

operating-
conditionsconditions ,, unsubsidized air taxitaxi-
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fares are extremely higherigher ."
IfJf the CAB can subsidize serser-serser-

vice
ser-

vice
¬-

vice to other small communitiescommunities-
inin the lowerlwerl wer 48 which do havehave-
alternate

have-
alternatealternate means of travel'travel'' andand-

communication
and-

communicationcommunication , 'thethe.the'. examinerexaminer-

noted
examiner-

notednoted in his opinion , the AlaskaA1askAlaska-
casecase with its lack ofofalternativesalternativesalternatives-
is

alternativesalternatives-
isis certainly qualifiedq alified .

Of the various possibilitiespossibilities-
outlined

possibilities-
outlinedoutlined by groups who testifiedtestified-

atat the Civil Aeronautics BoardBoard-

Alaska
Board-

AlaskaAlaska Route Hearings in WashWash-Wash-

ington
Wash-

ington
¬-

ington ,. ,
D.CDC.. .. , Anchorage ,, FairFair-Fair-

banks
Fair-

banks
¬-

banks andarid Ketchikan , the examexam-exam-

iner
¬.-

iner favoredfavoredcontinuedcontinued certificacertifica-certifica-

tion
certifica-

tion
¬-

tion of regional carriers to serveserve-
bush

serve-
bushbushbushroutesroutes .

"ServiceService" by the regional carcar-car-

rier
¬.-

rier directly or through equitableequitable-
subcontracts

equitable-
subcontractssubcontracts with the air taxistaxis-
js

taxis-

isjsis the best available at minimalminima-
lcost

minimal-
costcost..

'TheThe"The'" regionalregi011al carrier has sufsuf-suf-

ficient
suf-

ficient
¬-

ficient size to minimize its unitunit-
costs

unit-
costscosts and it has the sufficientsufficient-
strength

sufficient-
strengthstrength and revenuesreven\JesrevenJes\ to eithereither-
provide

either-
provideprovide the necessary service oror-

to
or-

toto provide back-upbackup-- supportsupp rt forfor-

'a
for-

'a'aa'3 subcontracting air taxi.."
The examinerex-aminerexaminer- questioned ,

however , whether the CAB nownow-

exercises
now-

exercisesexercises enough control overover-
the

over-
thethe many bush routes Wien ConCon-Con-

solidated
Con-

solidated
¬-

solidated and AlaskaAJ1Atka$ AirlinesAirlines-

subcontract
Airlines-

subcontractsubcontract to smaller carriers .

"InIn" any event , the boardboard-

should
board-

shouldshould review all Alaskan airair-

taxi
air-

taxitaxi subcontracts to see whetherwhether'-
they

whether-
theythey'they'

provide adequate protectionprotection-
forfor the pbulic and the air taxistaxis-

in

taxis-

inin accordanceaccor ance
,
with the policiespolicies-

and
policies-

andand principles herein set forth ."
'TheseThese' These policies include propro-pro-

visions
pro-

visions
-¬

visions for contracts which wouldwould-

not
would-

notnot only comply with presentpresent-
CAB

present-
CABCAB insurancein'surance' regulationstegulations forfor-

air
for-

airair taxis but be : of sufficientsufficient-

duration
sufficient-

durationduration to justify investmentsinvestments-
by

investments-
byby the air taxis in equipmentequipment-
and

equipment-
andand facilities ; provide that thethe-

ait
the-

airairait taxis be paid sufficient subsub-sub-
sidy

sub-

sidy
-¬-

sidy to support adequate service ;

provide that the certificated ..carcarcar-car-
rier

,car-carcar-

rier
¬-

rier furnish back-upbackup-- support ; andand-
that

and-
thatthat the public be informed ofof-

the
of-

thethe air taxi operation and givengiven-
opportunity

given-
opportunityopportunity to voice its views .

The examiner orders two furfur-furfur-

ther
fur-

ther
¬- ,

ther investigations ,

The first is an ancilliary raterate-
proceeding

rate-
proceedingproceeding to determine the fufu-fufu-

ture
fu-

ture
¬-

ture subsidysubsidyneeds'needsneeds-needs',- of Wien ConCon-Con-
solidated

Con-
solidated

¬-

solidated Airlines , Inc . and AlasAlas-Alas-
ka

Alas-
ka

-¬-

ka Airlines , Inc . Both of thesethese-
airlines

these-
airlinesairlines received'receive.dreceive.d' . increased trunktrunk-
route, route operatingperating() authority in thethe-

examiner's
the-

examiner'sexaminer'sexaminers' decision which mayrnayrnay-
affect

may-
affectaffect their future needs for

federalfederafederal] subsidies .

Second , a proceeding is inin-inin-

stituted
in-

stituted
¬-

stituted to "determinedetermine" whetherwhether-
subcontracts

whether-
subcontractssubcontracts by certificated carjcarcar-car-

riers
-

riers to Alaska air taxis for thethe-
operation

the-
operationoperation of bush route segmentssegments-
provide

segments-
provideprovide adequate protection forfor-

the
for-

thethe public and the subcontractsubcontract-subcontract-
ing

subcontract-
ing

¬-
ing air taxistaxi . ""

Another bush procedure inin-

question
in-

questionquestion is the presentpresen t '25 milemile-

rule
mile-

rulerule ' which allows bush carrierscarriers-
toto serve any point notnbt alreadyalready-
served

already-
servedserved within 25 miles of theirtheir-
routes

their-
routesroutes .

This flexibleilexible service and thethe-

irregular
the-

irregularirregular route authority allowallow-
airlines

allow-
airlinesairlines to change their serviceservice-
asas small communities move-tomovetomove--tomovetos-
erve

movetos-
erve

-
serve mining camps , huntinghunting-
camps

hunting-
campscamps and other mobile populapopula-popula-
tion

popula-
tion

¬-

tion groups .

Its weakness , the examinerexaminer-
suggests

examiner-
suggestssuggests , is that the method propro-pro-
vides

pro-
vides

-¬

vides service at the discretiondiscretion-

of
discretion-

of
'

of the carrier alone and might .

better be replaced by more flexflex-flex-

ible
flex-

ible
¬-

ible procedures for authorizingauthorizing-
changes

authorizing-
changeschanges in bush serviceservices.*...

An operating certificate ownown-own-
ed

¬.-
ed by Howard J . Mays is cancan-can-

celled
can-

celled
¬-

celled in the examiner'sexaminers' decisionde isi n .

This affects Munz Northern AirAir-Air-

ways
Air-

ways
¬-

ways ,, now operated by RichardRichard-

Gallagher
Richard-

GallagherGallagher in Nome which willwjJJwjJ-

Jcontinue

wil-

lcontinuecontinue to operate under statestate-

au
state-

authorityauthorityau ority .

Larger communitiescommunities-thecommunitiesthecommunitiesthet-
owns

communitiesthet-
owns

--the
towns andandcitiescities in Ala'skaAlaskaAlaska-areAlaskaareAlaskaarea-
ffected

Alaskaarea-
ffected

' -are
affected by the CAB examiner'sexaminersexaminer's-
decisions

examiner's-
decisions

'
decisions on major trunk routesroutes-
which

routes-
whichwhich 'realignrealign'reiilignreiilign' the airline routeroute-

structure
route-

structurestructure ' serving Alaska .

The decision suspends PanPan-

American
Pan-

AmericanAmerican Airline'sAirlines' Portland-PortlandPortland-
SeattleFairJbanks

Portland-
Seattlefair"banks

Portland-
SeattleFairbanks

-

Seattle-FairJbanksSeattleFairJbanksSeattle-fair"banksfair"banksfairbanksSeattle-Fairbanks-- " route andand-

other
and-

otherother Alaskan routes except forfor-

its
for-

itsits NewNew'YNewYNew'YrkAlaskaTokyoNew'York-Alaska-TokyoNew'YorkNewYorkAlaskaTokyo'York-Alaska-TokyoYorkAlaskaTokyork-Alaska-Tokyork- - gloglo-glo-
bal

glo-
bal

-¬

bal route ., It alsoaso] suspends WestWest-WestWest-

ern
West-

ern
¬-

ern Airlines ' Southeast Alaska ,

air routes and replaces both withwith-
increased

with-
increasedincreased routes to Alaska AirAir-Air-

lines
Air-

lines
¬-

lines andandWien-WienWien-, Consolidated AirAir-Air-

lines
Air-

lines
¬-

lines .
Wien Consolidated AirlinesAirlines-

also
Airlines-

alsoalso received more permanent ,

authority to serve the AlaskanAlaskan-

North
Alaskan-

NorthNorth Slope and Deadhorse oiloil-

production
oil-

production, production areas , formfonn Fair-FairFair-

banksan
Fair-

banksan
Fair-

banksan
-

banks-anbanksan-- area which Wien Jias,hashas-

traditionally
has-

traditionallytraditionally served and whichwhich-

itit has been serving under temtem-te-
mp

tem-

porary
¬-

poraryp rary operatingoperatin'g' authority .
At the present time , the exex-exex-

aminer's
ex-

aminer's
¬-

aminer'saminers' decisions are under apap-apap-
peal

ap-

peal
-¬-

peal to the full board and willwill-

not
will-

notnot be implementedimplemenlted until thethe-
Board

the-
BoardBoardBoardexaminesexamines the proposalsproposals-
and

proposals-
andandandreachesreaches a final decision .


