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TanacrossTanacross . To get there inin-

winter
in-

winterwinter you take a deep breath ,

breathebreath a silent prayer that thethe-
village

the-

villagevillage people are right whenwhen-
they

when-
theythey say the already rotting riverriver-
ice

river-
iceice is thick enough and plungeplunge-
your

plunge-
youryour car down from the bankbank-
to

bank-
toto drive across..

Actually , it is only a bit moremore-
than

more-
thanthan 10 miles from Tok ,. lessItssItss-
than

less-

thanthan a mile from the AlaskaAlaska-
Highwly

Alaska-
HighwayHighwayHighwly; and off into anotheranother-
world

another-
worldworld .

The village has less than 8080-

inhabitants
80-

inhabitantsinhabitantsTheyfillthis winter . They
fill about 18 cabins , crammedcrammed-
inin 8 to 10 to many cabins.. TheThe-
water

The-
water

,
water from the wells is contamcontam-concontam-
inated

tam-tamtam-

inated
¬-

inated and 5 people have beenbeen-
sent

been-
sentsent to the hospital with tubertuber-tuber-
culosis

¬-.
culosis this winter . ChildrenChildren-
inin Tanacross appear almoslalmost concon-con-
stantly

con-
stantly

-¬-

agedwhostantly ill , along with the agedaged-
whowho include most of the villagevillage-
adults

village-
adultsadults .

The people of Tanacross wantwant-
to

want-
toto move their villagevillage-abandonvillageabandonvillageabandon-
the

--abandon
the rotting cabins cut off fromfrom-
land

from-
landland by changes in the TananaTanana-
River

Tanana-
RiverRiver and live in new houseshouses-
like

houses-
likelike the impressive modernmodem cotcot-cot-
tages

cot-
tages

¬-
tages the BIA funded in DotDot-
Lake

Dot-
LakeLake , 40 miles down the highhigh-high-
way

high-

way
¬-

way .

Tanacross is dying . It isis-

dying
is-

dyingtangledlanddying of poverty , of a tangled
land title situation which maymay-
exclude

may-
excludeexclude its people from any
landanylandclaims or native allotments ,

from contaminaledcontaminated walerwater andand-
hopelessness

and-
hopelessnesshopelessness which drives thethe-
young

the-
youngyoung and able away to FairFair-Fair-
banks

Fair-
banks

¬-

banks , Tok and other places .

Oscar IsaacI c , the village chief ,
went to school through third

grade in 1931193 ] and wants a betlerbetterbettebetter-
and

bette-
and

r
and healthier life for his people .

Oscar is one of the few menmen-
in

meme-

in
n

in the village with a job . HeHe-

works
HHe-

worksworks for the tiny 9 pupil schoolschooschool-

Continued

school-

Continued

schoo-

Continued( Continued on page 6)6)
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in the village . Otherwise , therethere-
is

there-
isis some money from summerSlImmersummerSlImme-
rtirefighting

summer-
firefightingfirefightingtirefighting but not much sincesinc-
eanewaanew-newnew'new-' BLM policy has cut outout-

most
out-

mostmost of the recuitment in locallocal-

villages

local-

villagesvillages .

So , the people in the villagevillage-
areare.rere:. almost invariably the oldold-

and
old-

andand the very young . Few ofof-

the
of-

thethe families are headed by youngyoung-
men

young-
menmen . Most of the village councilcouncil-

speaks
council-

speaksspeaks little English .

Alone , there is not much thethe-

people
the-

peoplepeople of TanacrossTanacrTanacrossss can do toto-

rebuild
to-

rebuildrebuild the unspeakably badbad-

housing
bad-

housinghousing ,, VetYet ,, who would botherbother-
rebuilding

bother-
rebuildingrebuilding a cabin on land whichwhich-

may
which-

maymay be beneath the river level inin-

not

in-

notnot too long .,

Who would bother rebuildingrebuilding-

homes'. homes in an area where the wellswells-

ate
wells-

ateareate contaminated and which isis-

cut
is-

cutcut off from the mainlandmainl nd asasas-

much

'

much as two months of the yearyear-
by

year-
byby ice flows or high water . EachEach-

spring
Each-

springspring , at high water , the waterwater-
level

water-
levellevellevelreachesreaches to a foot belowbelow-
the

below-
thethe street level-HighwaylevelHighway- departdepart-depart-
ment

depart-
ment

¬-

ment experts have reported aa-

bridge
a-

bridgebridge to the village is prohibiprohibi-prohibi-
tively

prohibi-
tively

¬-

tively expensive .

So , the villagers of TanacrossTanac'rossTanac'ross-

are
Tanacross-

are 'are trying to move theirtheit village -
as Minto moved and Dot LakeLake-

moved
Lake-

movedmoved to new homes on drydry-
land

dry-
landlandlandnearnear the Alaska Highway .

Lastust Wednesday , more than
30 representatives of variousvarious-
state

various-
statestate and federal agencies dede-dede-

scended
de-

scended
¬-

scended upon the village at thethe-

request
the-

requestrequest of the village council toto-

meet
to-

meetmeet with them ' to discuss theirtheir-

proposed
their-

proposedproposed move to the otherother-

side
other-

sideside of the river . The purposepUrPose-
of

purpose-

ofof the meeting was to raiseraise-

funds
raise-

fundsfunds , and plan a new villagevillage-

for
village-

forfor the people of Tanacross .

Oscar Isaac , the village chief ,

opened the two day meetingmeeting-
by

meeting-
byby explaining the reasons thethe-

village

the-

villagevillage wants to move .

The village is on ana.n. island ,

Isaac explained ,. where erosionerosion-
decreases

erosion-
decreasesdecreases its land constantlycontantly$ ,.
During freeze up and breakup ,

the
.-

older
o-
lder.,
older children who go toto-

school
to-

schoolschool in TokTolToh cannot get acrossacross-

the
across-

thethe river to reach the school bus .

Then , there is tuberculosis ,

caused by the unspeakably badbad-

housing
bad-

housinghousing and sanitation condicondi-condi-

tions
condi-

tions
¬-

tions in the village .

"WeWe'We"'' wish to change our lifelife-

through
life-

throughthrough a new village , betterbetter-

housing
better-

housinghousing ," Oscar Isaac told thethe-

agency
the-

agencyagency representatives who camecame-

from
came-

fromfrom such diverse federal andand-

state
and-

statestate agencies as ASHA , BIA ,
RurAL CAP , State Schools , DeDe-DeDe-

velopment
De-

velopment
¬-

velopment and PlanningP1anning , thethe-

BLM

the-

BLM
,
BLM , SBA and Public Health

Service .

Andrew Isaac , traditionaltraditional-
Chief

traditional-
ChiefChief of the United Crow BandsBands-

of
Bands-

ofof the Athabascan Indians of thethe-

Upper
the-

UpperUpper Tanana has pushed for aa-

move
a-

movemove for the village since thethe-

late
the-

latelate 1950s .

At present , the aged ChiefChief-

lives
Chief-

liveslives in Dot Lake , in one of thethe-

seven

the-

sevenseven sparkling new homes comcom-com-
pleted

com-
pleted

¬-

pleted in December .

"InIn" my time , Tanacross usedused-

to
used-

toto be the number one nativenative-
village

native-
villagevillage in Alaska ," the chief toldtold-

the
told-

thethe agency representatives . BackBack-

in
Back-

inin 1912 ,, the village peoplepeople-

moved
people-

movedmoved to Tanacross from MansMans-Mans-

field
Mans-

field
-¬-

field Lake -. to be closer toto-

the
to-

thethe Mission and tradingHading post..

At that time it was high landland-

and
land-

andand there was no Tok , no AlaskaAlaska-

Highway
Alaska-

HighwayHighway . Now , they must movemove-

again
move-

againagain .

Before he dies , the old chiefchief-

would
chief-

wouldwould like to see his peoplepeople-

relocated
people-

relocatedrelocated and with renewedrenewed-

hope
renewed-

hopehope .

The land on which the villagevillage-

wishes
village-

wisheswishes to build is State SelectedSelected-

land
Selected-

landland which the State of AlaskaAlaska-

has
Alaska-

hashas agreed to utilizeutlhze to househouse-

the
house-

thethe village .

In order for the villagers toto-

obtain
to-

obtainobtain the land on tax exemptexempt-
status

exempt-
statusstatus , changes must be made inin-

its
in-

itsits title .. One possibility is toto-

return
to-

returnreturn land title to BLMBL.M. , whichwhich-
will

which-
willwill arrange for trust status .

On April 9 , representativesrepresentatives-
ofof the Bureau of Indian Affairs ,

AlaskaAlaaAla*a State Housing AuthorityAuthority-
and

Authority-
andand the Public Health ServiceService-

return
Service-

returnreturn to Tanacross to discussdiscuss-
aa move this summer . TanacrossTanacroStTanacroSt-
wants

Tanacross-

wants
!

wants tot begin construction in
1971 .

However , ASHA has alreadyalready-

ordered
already-

orderedordered materials for the moremore-

than
more-

thanthan 300 homes they plan thisthis-

summ
this-

summersummersumm r and the new fiscal yearyear-
does

year-
doesdoes not begin till July - a latelate-

date
late-

datedate to begin planning concon-con-

struction
con-

struction
¬-

struction in Alaska .

By the April meeting , reprerepre-repre-
sentatives

repre-
sentatives

¬-

sentatives will know to what 'ex-'exexex-'ex-

tent
ex-

tent 'ex ¬-

tent funding is available and willwill-

agree
will-

agreeagree on some kindkindofof organizaorganiza--organiza-
tional

, ¬.
tional plan with., the villagevillag councoun-coun-
cil

coun-
cil

¬-

cil . Contracting to the villagevillage-
council

village-
councilcouncil , hiring a resource manman-
such

man-
suchsuch as Carl Charles of Dot LakeLake-
who

Lake-
whowho supervised the buildingbuilding-

there
building-

therethere or hiring an outside coco-coco-
ordinator

co-
ordinator

-¬

ordinator are allll possibilities .

Unless funding can be 'fo\Jnd'fofoJnd'foundfound'foJnd-

at
'found-

at

'

found\
at this late date , the people ofof-
Tanacross

of-
TanacrossTanacross will add another long ,

illness and hardship filled winterwinter-
to

winter-
toto the many they have waitedwaited-
through

waited-
throughthrough to move .


