
Alaska'sAlaskas' DeanDean-
OfOf PublishersPublishers-
JessenJessen DiesDiesE-

rnest
DiesE-

rnestErnest F. Jessen'essenessenlessen' , 80 , dean ofof-
Alaska

of-

AlaskaAlaska newspaper publishers andand-
aa widely known pioneer died
FridaydiedFriday, March 26 . Funeral serser-serser-
vices

ser-
vices

¬-

vices for the esteemed newspanewspa-newspa-
perman

newspa-
perman

¬-

perman were held Monday inin-

Fairbanks
in-

FairbanksFairbanks .
Mr.. Jessen came to Alaska in

1905] 905 from Seattle . He arrivedarrived-
atat Valdez , a IS15] 5 year old youthyouth-
short

youth-
shortshort of funds andandwalkedwalked andand-
worked

and-
workedworked his way up the longlong-
trail

long-
trailtrail to Fairbanks , arriving as aa-

dog
a-

dogdog team driver .

After leaving Alaska for SeSe-Se-Se-
attle

Se-

attle
¬-

attle andandretum.ingandreturningreturningretum.ingretuming. in 191219 ] 2,
Jessen mined in Nome withoutwithout-
much

without-
muchmuch success and then tried toto-

develop
to-

developdevelop king crab fishing out ofoCoC-

Cordova
of-

CordovaCordova .

( ContinuedContinu&dContinud& on page 6)6)
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He
1)-

He
1)-

He
)

He became a partner in thethe-

Seward
the-

SewardSeward Gateway and served 'asas' asas-

editor
as-

editoreditor for 16 years .

Jessenlessen married CatherineCatherine-
Mary

Catherine-
MaryMary Jones 61 years ago inin-

Seattle
in-

SeattleSeattle . Mrs.. Jessenlessen worked withwith-

him
with-

himhim on newspapers in Cordova ,

Anchorage , Seward and FairFair-Fair-

banks
Fair-

banks
¬-

banks as a linotype operator .

On January 23 , 1942 , Jessen'sJessensJessen's-
Weekly

Jessen's-
Weekly

'
Weekly began operations at aa-

time
a-

timetime whenwMn, Alaska was bracingbracing-
for

bracing-
forfor a Japanese invasion . DespiteDespite-
warnings

Despite-
warningswarnings it would not last thethe-

paper
the-

paperpaper continued . A fire onon-

Thanksgiving
on-

ThanksgivingThanksgiving Day of 1948 dede-dede-

stroyed
de-

stroyed
¬-

., stroyed the $80,00080000$ , offices , butbut-
diddid not destroy the weekly newsnews-news-
paper

news-
paper

-¬-

paper .

AfterMter the fire , Jessen'sJessens' pupu-pupu-

blished
pu-

blished
¬-

blished with the help of thethe-
News

the-
NewsNews Miner and later moved inin-inin-

to
in-

to
¬-

to a quonset hut . In 1950 ,

Mr . Jessenlessen was featured in anartal\alal-
article

art-

article
\,

article in Reader'sReaders' Digest..
Mrs . Jessen became ill in 19591959-

and
1959-

andand the paper was sold , butbut-

Jessen
but-

lessenJessenlessen had to repossessreposses the paperpaper-

two
paper-

twotwo yearsye rs later . During the firstfirstfirst-
months

first-
monthsmonths ofof,., Tundra Times operoper-oper-

ations
oper-

ations
¬-

ations in 1962 , the native bibi-bibi-
weekly

bi-

weekly
-¬-

weekly published in the Jessen'sJessensJessen's-

plant
Jessen's-

plant
'

plant . '

During the 1967 flood thethe-

newspaper
the-

newspapernewspaper plant was inundatedinundated-
and

inundated-
andand for the first time Jessen'sJessensJessen's-
Weekly

Jessen's-
Weekly

'
Weekly missed itiits scheduleschedul . ItIt-

was
It-

waswas sold to other interestsinterestsandandand-
eam

and-
camecameeam out., as a morning daily inin-

December
in-

DecemberDecember 1967 - a daily whichwhich-
I'asted

which-
lastedlastedI'astedIasted' only a. year . .

Despite JessenJeSCn$ taking overover-
agm

over-
againagainagm andandresumedresumed publication ,

difficulties with Internal ReveReve-Reve-
nue

Reve-
nue

¬-
nue closed the paper in August
271727,1969271969J, 1969969 .

On July 3 , 1970 , the All-AllAII-AIIAll-

AlasJca
AII-

Alas1
All-

Alaska
-

AlasJcaAlas1Alaska:a WeeklyWetkly ', began publicap\lblica-plblicapublica-plblic-
a'on

publica-
tion

\ ¬-
tion'onon' , co-publishedoycopublishedoyco-publishedpublishedco-publishedbypublishedby-- y Ernest JesJes-les-lesJes-

n
les-

sen
-¬-

senn and Thomas Snapp .
.JessenJessenlessen., was a member of thethe-

Anchorage
the-

AnchorageAnchorage Igloo of the PioneersPiPioneersPioneers-

of
neersneers-

.f.ffof.f Alaska and had been honoredhhonored-
ly

norednored-

iytyiyly being named to the AlaskaAlaska-
4ger

Alaska-
49er49er4ger Hall of Fame .

He is survived by his widow ;
two daughters , Mrs . Edward '.

(Lois) Sandbeck of FairbanksFairbanks-
and

Fairbanks-
andand Mrs . Kay Van Cleve ofof-
Anchorage

of-
AnchorageAnchorage , two grandsons andand-
a. a granddaughtergr ddaughter .


