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Readers
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ReadersReadersReaders of this weekly are aware that Copper ValleyValley-
School

Valley-
SchoolSchool at Glennallen willwitl close its doors to Alaskan highhigh-

school
high-

schoolschool students this coming June . That another CatholicCatholic-
boarding

Catholic-
boardingboarding school disappears from the landscape is no bigbig-
news

big-
newsnews any more , and is perhaps of little consequenceconsequence-
toto many peopleeeople . But in this State , private effort andand-
support

and-
supportsupportsupportorsupportofoforofofsecondarysecondary education in accordance withwith-
state

with-
statestate requirements and accreditation is as rare as palmpalm-
trees

palm-
treestrees on the tundra . The phasingphasing-outphasingoutout'out'- of this or of anyany-
other

any-
otherother suchsucn school ought not to go unnoticed .

At a time when minority groupsgroupsclamorforclamor for recognition ,.
it could be said that Copper Valley was an attemptattempt-
toto respond to the educational needs of Alaska NativeNative-
people

Native-
peoplepeople . It was one of the few schools built on thet ee-

idea
e-

ideaidea of integration of the races , which for formativeformati ee-

high
e-

highhigh school boys and girls is a sort Of mutual recognitionrecognitiorecognitila .
The notion of college-prepcollegeprep- was strong , and thetheabilitytheability-
and

abilityability-
andand potential was recognized in any student who wantedwanted-
to

wanted-
toto take the opportunity to polishpoJjsh up his or her talents .

Ted Mayac of Nome and Anna Patsey ., formerly ofof-
Holy

of-
HolyHoly Cross , were the first graduates in 1957 . From thenthimthim-
on

then-
onon , readers willwillrecognizerecognize names of graduates throughthrough-
the

through-
thethe' years : Demoski , Demientieff , Schaeffer , Norbert ,

, Sipary , Hunter , Snow , RitkaPitka , Stickman , SernakenSeniakenSemaken , SoloSolo-Solo-
mon

Solo-
mon

¬-
mon , Napoleon , Jorgenson , OlsonOson

.
} , BeljBell ,. Wassilli , Aloysius ,

Harry , and many others .

Thomas Gemmell IIIIll of Clear is now completing hishis-
course

his-
coursecourse at the Coast Guard Academy and graduated .inin.

1967 . Eileen ( Norbert ) Appolloni who won the Voice ofof-
Democracy

of-
DemocracygraduatedfromDemocracy contest for the State of AlaskaAlaskagraduated'-"graduatedgraduated-graduated"-
from Copper ininn 1964 . And both Anna Patsey , '57 , andand-
Margaret

and-
MargaretMargaret SernakenSemaken , ' 65 , were able tbt6to complete registeredregistered-
nurse's

registered-
nurse'snurse'snurses' training outside after their high school years atat-

Copper
at-

CopperCopper ValleyVa lIey .
It seemsseems-untimelyseemsuntimely'- untimely that this effort toward secondarysecondary-

education
secondary-

educationeducation should now end ,. There is more money in AlasAlas-Alas-
ka

¬.-
ka now than when thethe'schooltheschool'

school was beginning in the middlepeopleAnd'50's50s' , more talent , more . resources , and more people-people. --
And the educational needsneedsofof the native minorities areare-
greater

are-
greatergreater than ever . "

.

We are all wrapped up in Native Landsu Claims andand-

that
and-

thatthat pipeline . The whirlpoolwhirlpooJ of progress is uponpon us andand-

when
and-

whenwhenbigbrotherthe bulldozers have finished the job , will big
brother be herehereto-toto.to-. . stay ? The promise of gold in everyevery-
pot

every-
potpot and two ski-doo'sskidoo'sdoos-- ' for 'everyevery' family may sound fine ,

but will it come at the price of computer credit-cardcreditcardcreditcard-
culture

creditcard-
culture

-
culture ? Copper ValleyV lIey ' escaped all that . It was one ofof-

those
of-

thosethose Impossible'impossible' Alaskan pioneer adventures : drop in forfor-

coffee
for-

coffeecoffee and pick up a hammer , grab a paint brush , fix thatthat-
flat

that-
flatflat , skin the moose . If Jake SpilsSpits ever caught youyou-
around

you-
aroundaround there , you'dyoud' spend ,. the day pushing a loadedloaded-
cement

loaded-
cementcement buggy for standing idle . In some sort of mirmir-mir-

aculous
mir-

aculous
¬- '

aculous way , the whole place was patched together withwith-
volunteer

with-
volunteervolunteer help ,,.; and year after year , teachers and staffstaff-
would

staff-
wouldwould come and go from all over the States , all volunteers ,
keeping the school alive . One wonders if such kind ofof-

spirit
of-

spiritspirit and character is soon to go the way of the dogdog-
tea'm

dog-
teamteamtea'm' . . .

If some day you get the chance , stop in at Mile 111 ,.
Richardson Highway , at the Tazlina ., Bridge . Take a looklook-
at

look-
atat the place , rather large and sprawled out , like sevenseven-
spokes1.;1spokesspokes coming fromfromfrom/fromthe/ the hub of a great wheel , and governgovern-govern-
mentissue

govern-
mentissue

¬-
ment-issuementissue- pinkpinkallall over . It'sIts' home-madehomemade- and very plainplain-
and

plain-
andand it has the generous character of . everyeveryoneone whowho-
stopped

who-
stoppedstopped by to lend a hand or leave ' a hand-outhandoutand-outand-- . NoNo-

amount
No-

amountamount of oil money , no efficient computercomputer system willwiJIwiJI-

ever
will-

everever come up withwit anything quite like it .

One feels quite sure people like Bishop Gleason ,

Fathers Jack Spils , Jack Buchanan and Frank Fallert , asas-

well
as-

wellwell as Sisters Mary George , Ida , Alice and Eulelia , andand-
so

and-
soso many , many others , would like to say

.

: "ThanksThanks" forfor-

all
for-

allall the help . "
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