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BILL SOON
MeMeasuresure Expected to BeBe-

Generous
Be-

GenerousGenerous in Land ,. CashCashA-

nAn administration landlandclaimsclaims bill , which is. reportedreported-
toto be the most favorable to theth Alaskan Natives everever-
proposed

ever-
proposedproposed by the U.SUS. . government is expected to bebe-

rdeased
be-

releasedreleasedrdeased before the endendofofofthethe week by informedinformed-
sources

informed-
sourcessources in Washington D.CDC. .

The Nixon administration billbill-

should
bill-

should
I

shouidshould provide for a land settlesettle-settle-
ment

settle-
ment

¬-
ment of 4040millionmillion acres andandaand-
cash

and-

cash
a!

cashcashsettlementsettlement of S500SSOO$500500$ millionmillion-
plus

million-
plus

n)
plus mineralmineralroyaltiesroyalties which mayI

bringmaybringthe total cash settlementsettlement-
up

I

up to one billion dollars .

. During the past weeks AlaskaAlaska-
Federation

Alaska-
Federation

I

Federation of Natives PresidentPresidersPresident-
Don

Presiders-
Don

tt

Don Wright has been in closeclose-
contact

close-
contactcontact with the Interior DepartDepart-Depart-
ment

Depart-
ment

¬-

mentupthelegal experts drawing upuu-

the
p,

the land claims bill.. WrightWright-
seemed

Wright-
seemed

t

seemed highly pleased with thethe-

administration
thth-

administrationadministration position lastlast-

week
last-

weekweek .

The AFN will continuer.ontinuerontinue. toto-

press
tt-

presspress for a land settlement ofof

Congressbut60 millionmtl1ion acres in Congress ,
butbyfavorableis highly encouraged by aa-

favorablefavorable government positionposition-
At

.

At present the AFN bill in ConCon-Con-

gress
Con-

gress
¬-

gress has attracted 20 cospon-cosponcospon-
sors

cospon-
sors

cospon-
sors

-

sors in the Senate at 1414inin10 thethe-

House
thth-

HouseHouse of Representatives .

I

¬-
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)

I

I

I

tt

¬-
,
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According to Tundra TimesTimes-
sourcessources , the administrationadmi Jstration billbill-

a provides for land and money to
be distributed through one cencen-cen-

I

cen-

tral
¬-

tral corporation , which may bebe-

I

be-

changedchanged in further House andand-

Senate
and-

SenateSenate work .

Meanwhile , reports for thethe-
t last week have been that thethe-

administrationadministration announcement ofof-

its
of-

itsits land claims settlement willwHlwill-

bebe forthcoming very soon .pInIn Juneau , Alaskan state govgov-gov-

ernment
gov-

ernment
¬-

ernment officials are awaitingawaitmgawaitmg-
the

awaiting-
thethe administration announceannounce-announce-
ment

announce-
ment

¬-

ment and the U.SUS. . House InterInter-Inter-
Ior

Inter-
ior

¬-

ior Committee Hearings on thethe-
bill

the-

billbill expected to be scheduledscheduled-
soonsoon after ..

One major problem for thethe-

state
the-

stateslatestate government is what willwill-

be
will-

bebe done about the claims andand-
land

and-
landlandlandrightsrights of native villages lolo-lolo-
cated

lo-

cated
-¬-

cated on land whichwhIchISis presentlypresently-
patented

presently-
patentedpatented or tentatively approvedapproved-
toto the state .

'TheThe"The'"' administrationadmmlstratlon is anan-anan-

xious
an-

xious
¬-

xious to make sure state lawlaw-

recognizes
law-

recognizesrecognizes traditional rights ofof-

occupance
of-

occupanceoccupance on such lands , " saidsaid-

State
said-

StateState Attorney General JohnJohn-
Havelock

John-
HavelockHavelock when asked what thethe-
state

the-
statestate proposed for these villages .

At present , at least one vilvil-vilvil-

lage
vil-

lage
¬-

lage , Mentasta Lake , is involvedinvolved-
in

involve-
drin a suit against the state perper-per-
taining

per-
taining

¬-

taining to land rights . AlaskaAlaska-
LegalLegalrepresentstheServicesSerYIces which representsrepresents-
thethe village , will sendsendaa represenrepresen-represen-
tative

represen-
tative

¬-

tative to Juneau this week toto-

meet
to-

meetmeet with the Attorney GeneralGeneral-
toto discuss the problem .

AttorneyGeneraltlorneyGeneralAccording to the AttorneyA tlorney
General , hisIDS office has workedworked-
on

worked-
onon variousvar ous drafts of legislationlegislation-
and

legislation-
and

legislation-
andand proposals to solve issuesissues-

Continued

issues-

Continued

issues-

Continued( Continued on pagege 7)7)
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( Continued from page 1)11)-

of
1-

)of

1-

)of

)

of land rights of natives onon-

state
on-

statestate selected lands since earlyearly-
in

early-
inin the present legislative session .

The question has been how thesethese-
things

these-
thingsthings relaterelae( to possible nativenative-
claims. claims settlements in Congress .

It may very well be ,. saidsaid-

the
said-

thethe Attorney General ,. that enen-enen-

abling
en-

abling
¬-

abling legislation willwilt be necesneces-neces-
sary

neces-
sary

-¬-
sary to solve this problem andand-

assure
and-

assureassure these villages.villages. their proper '.,
ty and land claims rights .

Meanwhile , in WashingtonWashington-

D.C
Washington-

D.CD.CDC. . at least one prominentpromprominent-
NCIO

nentnent-
NCIONCIO executiveexecutive-executivewho- who has beenbeen-
actively

been-
activelyactively involved in the landland-

claims
land-

claimsclaims fight and the advocacyadvocacy-

ofof Alaskan Natives reports hehe-

is

he-

isis very pleased with the forthfor\l1-forl1forth-forthforl1-

coming
forth-

coming
\ ¬-

coming administration position .

Sources believe that a meetmeet-meet-

ing

¬.-

ing two weeks. ago between AlasAlas-Alas-

kan
Alas-

kan
-¬-

kan Native leaders ,. Vice PresiPresi-Presi-

dent
Presi-

dent
¬-

dent ,. Agnew ,. Secretary of thethe-

Interior
the-

InteriorInterior Rogers Morton andand-

other
and-

otherother high administration offioffi-offi-

cials
offi-

cials
¬-

cials contributed greatly to thethe-

present
the-

presentpresent administration position .


