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, AboutAbout,4o-
Q

About4o-
Q

About,4oQyear-

s

About
,
400 years ago'-

a

ago-
aago'aagoaago'aglacierago
:''a'aglacierglacierglacier-

moved
glacier-

movedmoved down.down,. aIt valley in SouthSouth-South-
eastern

South-
eastern

¬-

eastern Alaska forcing the resi-

dent
resi-

dent
resi-resiresi-

dent
-

,dent TlingitTUngit clan toto'fmdtofmd'findfind' a newnew-
home

new-
homehome-homehomeJ-,. JJ-

The
homeThe

The clan made a songsoson aboutabout-
th'e

about-
th'etheth'e

'

migration following the;e com ¬=

ing of thethe-theice"'- ice . As is the custom-
of

'
:.customcustom.
customcustom-

ofof the'TlingitstheTlingits'
, the song belong-

ed
.,.belongbelongbelong-belong-

ed
¬-

' ed to theth clanclan'andclanand'andand' only membersmembersmembers-
of

members-

ofof the clan werewer permitted toto-

sing
to-

singsing itit.. As is also their1their'customtheircustom', custom ,

the song was passed fromfrofromoneoneone-
generation

one-
generationgeneration to the next..

>, Today only one person .knowsknows.,knows-
the

knows-
thethe song and is permitted toto-

sing
to-

singsing itit.. '

;'
Such are the tenuous threadsthreads-

linking
threadsthreads-

linkinglinking the presentpresent with the1he: culcul-culcul-

tural
cul-

tural
¬-

tural treasures of the'TlingittheTlingitthe 'Tlingite . past .

Perhaps the mostimpdrtantmost ])
,
, importantimportant-

link
important-

link
,

link with the past is thehe TlingitTlingit-

language
Tlingit-

languagelanguagelanguageVithout. \VithoutVithoutWithoutWi\ hout the languagelanguage-
allall the songs , stories and ritualsrituals-
would

rituals-
wouldwould be dead .

'NoraNora'NotaNota' Florenda remembersremembers-

that
remembers-

thatthat when she wasW s a girl , and inin-

fact
in-

factfact , until about 25 years ago ,

nearly all TlingitsTHngits spoke Tlingit..

Today they nearly all speak EnEn-EnEn-

glish
En-

glish
¬-

glish and fewer than 2,0002000, ofof-

them
of-

themthem speak TlingitTlingit-
Mrs

..
Mrs . FlorendoForendo] , who Originallyriginallyoriginally-

came
riginally-

camecame from Hoonah about 5050-

milts
50-

milesmilesmilts southwest of Juneau , isis-

one
is-

oneone of several Tlingits campaigncampaign-campaign-

ing

campaign-

ing

¬-

ing to renew interest in theirtheir-

laogu
their-

languagelanguagelaogu ge and culture . She isis-

currently
is-

currentlycurrently teaching a ten-weektenweek.ten-week.tenweek.ten. .tenweek-
course

tenweek-
course

-

course in Tlingit conversationconversation-
and

conversation-
andand grammar at Alaska MethoMetho-Metho-
dist

Metho-
dist

-¬

dist University .

She is leading her 12 students ,

six of whom are Tlingits , towardtoward-

three
toward-

threethree goals : a limited skill at concon-con-

versation
¬.-

versation , an awareness of thethe-

grammar, grammar and a familiarity withwith-

the
with-

thethe culture .

Since there is no written gramgram-gram-

mar
¬.-

mar for Tlingit ,, except articlesarticles-

written
articles-

writtenwritten on a technical level forfor-

linguists
for-

linguistslinguists , the grammatical partpart-

of
part-

ofof the course is particularly difdif-dif-

fIcu

dif-

ficult
¬-

ficultficult-fIcu It.-ficultLinguist
LinguistUnguist Richard Dauenhauer ,

AMU assistant professor of EnEn-EnEn-

glish

En-

glish

¬-

glish and comparative literature ,

is taking the course andandalsoalso helphelp-helpi-
ng

help-

ing
-¬-

ing overcomeovercotne this problem .

They hope the notesnot s theythey-

compile
they-

compilecompile throughoutthrough ut the coursecourse-

will
course-

willwill provide the basis for a popupopu-popu-

lar
popu-

lar
¬-

larlarwrittenwritten-written- grammar and Mrs .

FlorendoFJorendo is receiving'receiving
' credit inin-

a

in-

aa directed study course for herher-

work
her-

workwork in developing a grammar .

Grammar is not the only mama-mama-

jor
ma-

jor
¬-

jor difficulty facing the studentstudent-

of
student-

ofof TlingitTIingit , however ._.

"BecauseBecause" of the unique soundssounds-

used
sounds-

usedused in Tlingit , some of its words

are ,.
amongamong the most difficultdifficult inin-

the
in-

the '"*

the world to learn to pronounce ,
Dauenhauer

,
said recently whilewhile-

discussing
while-

discussingdiscussing progressprogress made in thethe-

fIrst
the-

first 'first feVffeww class meetings .

A third major difficulty isis-

spelling
is-

spellingspelling . Seven systems for writwrit-writ-
ing

writ-
ing

¬-
ing Tlingit haveave: been usedusedatatat-

various
at-

variousvarious times , including oneone-

which
one-

whichwhich utilized the Russian alal-alal-

phabet
¬-

phabet , and even within the sysys-yssys-yst-
em

sys-

tem
:;-¬-

tem usedusd :', today there are manyinanyinany-

dialect
many-

dialectdialect,
differenceddifferenceS .

Both Dauenhauer and Mrs .

Florendo workworkwithwith a sense ofof-
urgency

of-
urgencyurgency to overcome these andand-
all

and-
allall other difficultiesdifficultes . "OtherOther"Other-
Indian

""otherI-

ndianIndian languages of Alaska areare-

n'early
are-

nearlynearlyn'early' extinct . .

There is no hope for most ofof-

them
of-

themthem . But therethereare-areare-
are still enoughenough-

Tingit
enough-

TlingitTlingitTingit] speakers that
'-

with
w-

ith[
' with inin-inin-

tensive
in-

tensive
¬-

tensive support from schoolskhools itit-

is

it-

isis possible to save the-thethelanguage-., language ,".
Dauenhauer said .

Eyak , one of the IndianI(lian; lanlan-lanlan-

guages
lan-

guages
¬-

guages related to Tlingit , is spokspok-spok-
en

spok-
en

¬-

en by onlyonlythreethree'three', people , he exex-exex-

plained
ex-

plained
¬-

plained , and another ,. Haida , byby-

only
by-

onlyonly about 200 people in AlaskaAaskaAaska-
and

Alaska-

and
]

and , except for a few villages ,

the Athapaskan languages ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska will become extinct durdur-dur-

ing
dur-

ing
¬-

ing the current generation .

Mrs , FlorendoForendo] feels her peoplepeople-

have
people-

havehave a psychological need for

their language and culture , ItIt-

is
It-

isis her dream to train other teachteacli ¬
=

ers who willwiIJ help spreadspreadaa rere-rere-

newed
re-

newed
¬-

newed interestint rest in the TlingitTlingit-
heritage

Tlingit-
heritageheritage throughout the 14,0001400014,000-

member
14,000-

member
,

member Tlingit nation .

She is especially interestedinterested-
inin trainingtrainingwomenwomen to teach TlinTlin-Tlin-

git
Tlin-

git
¬-

git in their community schoolsschools-
and

schools-
andand in developingdevelopmg a uniformununiform-
system

formform-
systemsystem of writing to assist them .


