
State'sStates' GonorrheaGonorrhea-

RateRate HighestHiglrestHighest-

InIn ttietIrethe NationNation"-

The"TheThe" United States is in thethe-

midst
the-

midstmidst of a major gonorrhea epi-iepiiepiepiI-
demic

-. ,

demic , and Alaska'sAlaskas' rate of gongon-gon-

orrhea
¬.-

orrhea is the highest inm thethe-

country
the-

countrycountry ,,"" warns FrederickFredenck Mc-McMc-

Ginnis
McMc-

Ginnis
-.

GinnisGmOls , Commissionert'omnllSSlOnertomnllSSlOner' of thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska Department of HealthlIealthlIealth-
and

Health-

andand Social Services .

"ItIt" is likely that at least oneone-

out
one-

outout of every hundred AlaskansAlaskans-
con

Alaskans-
contractedcontractedcon tracted gonorrhea in111 1971 ,"
the Commissioner pointedpomted out..

"ThereThere" were 2,7442744,744744, reportedreported-
cases

reported-
casescases last year , and we knowknow-

that
know-

thatthat only ad fraction ofofcasescases areare-

ever
are-

everever reported to public healthhealth-

authontIes
health-

authoritiesauthoritiesauthontIes .
"

( Nationwide , it is estimatedestImated-
that

estimated-
thatthat only one-sixthonesixthoneslxth-, of the casesCdseSCdse-
Sof

cases-

ofof gonorrhea treated by privateprIVat-
edoctor

private-
doctorsdoctorsdoctor are reported to publicpublic-

heJlth
public-

healthhealthheJlthheJlthauthontleshealthauthoritiesauthoritiesauthontles . )

Gonorrhea , a venerealvenerealdiseasevenerealdisease-
which

diseasedl JseJse-

whichwhich , if untreated , can causecause-

sterility
cause-

sterilitysterility inm both men anddnddndwomenandwomenwomenwomen-
has

women-
hashas increasedmcreased W0900"t900t9004"%'', .' inm AlaskaAlaska-

smce
Alaska-

sincesincesmce 1965 - mostly among menmen-

and
men-

andand women inm their early twentwen-twen-

ties
twen-

ties

¬-

ties .

Commissioner McGmnisMcGmnlsMcGinnis isIis-

particularlyparticularlypJrtIcularly concerned about thistillStillS-

alarmmg
this-

alarmingalarmingalarmmg increasemcrease becausebecau thethe-

dIsease
the-

diseasedisease can behe cured so easily ,

usually with penicillinpemcilim .

The Commissioner cited aJJ-

number
a-

numbernumber ofofreasomofreasonsreasonsreasom why it hashJhas-

beenbeen so difficult to control thethe-

spread
the-

spreadspreadspreadofof gonorrhea
11.. Gonorrhea isI spreadspreJd byby-

sexU

by-

sexualsexualsexU 11< contact andandItSits spreadspreJdspreJdISspreadisisIS-

ex
is-

extremelyextremelyex tremely rapid
2 . SymptomsSymptom ol01of gonorrheagonorrhea-

usually
gonorrhea-

usuallyusually are readily apparent inmm-

the
in-

thethe male ,. painfulpamful urinationurmatlon andand-

d

and-

aad discharge of pus willwilloccuroccur aa-

few

a-

fewfew daysddYs after exposure . ButBut-
gOo

But-

8clo80gOo8clo"( %! ofofmfectedofinfectedinfectedmfected women carryingcarrYlllgcarrYlllg-
the

carrying-
thethe disease havetJdve no symptoms atJtJt-

all

at-

allall

3 Many privatepnvate physiciansphYphysicians-
don't

lclamlclam-
don'tdon'tdont' report the cases they treat
- so thatthJt the sexualexuJI partnerspJrtner ofof-

the
of-

thesethesethe e personsperson cannotCdnnot be contactcontact-contact-
ed

¬.-

ed for treatment , anJandan ( they concon-con-

tinue

¬.-

tinuetlllue to spreadspredd the diseasedl a .

4 . Until now there haven'thaventhJven'thJventhJven't-
been

haven't-
been

'

been funds for adequate investimvestl-mvestlinvesti-mvestl-

gat
investi-

gation

¬-

gationgat Ion and treatmenttreJtment of sexualsexual-

partne
sexual-

partnerspartnerspartne rs .

5 . Some strainsstrams of gonococcigonococcI-
have

gonococci-
havehave become resistantresl tant to penipenlpeni-peni-
cillin

¬'-
cillincilim andandotherother antibiotics

6 . There is no immunityImmuillty toto-

gonorrhea
.

gonorrhea
7 . There isIItlllstill\tllltllltlllastilla\ a socialocIJIsocial-

stigma
ocIJI-

stigmaStigma associatedassociatedwithwith VDVO peopeo-peo-

ple

¬.-

plepie are ashameddshdIl1edashamedoo0 come torlorlor-

eXaIl1lndtlon
tor-

examinationexaminationeXaIl1lndtlon if theyttlf'YttlfY' thinktlllnk theythey-

have "-have been exposedexp () eded-

g8g CommunitiesCommumtltesCommumtites haven'thaventhdven'thdvent' beenbeen-

willing
been-

willingwilling to face the fact thatthJt thistillstillsI-

S

this-

isis ad widespread problem whichwhich-

affect
which-

affectsaffectsaffect all economic anddnd socialsocldlsocldl-

classes
social-

classesclasses .

CommissionerCommJ sloner McGmnisMcGinnis isIis-

confidentconfident that the picture cancan-

change
can-

changechange inm AlaskaAla ka . Many stalesstatesstates-

have
states-

havehave been able to decrease theirtheIr-

gonorrhea
their-

gonorrheagonorrhea rates dramaticallydramatIcally-
through

dramatically-
throughthrough massive education ,

and follow-upfollowup- ¬.-screeningscreenmg propro-pro-

gramsgrams .

The Department of HealthIlealthIlealth-
and

Ilealth-
andand Social Services is currentlycurrencurrently-
seeking

tlytly-

seekingseeking funds to launchlaunchsuchsuch aa-

campdlgn

a-

campaigncampaigncampdlgn andandISis already sponsorsponsor-sponsor-
Ing

sponsor-
ing

¬-

ing a cooperative effort amongamong-

all

among-

allall health agencies to plan aa-

public
a-

publicpublic education programprogram-

Commissioner
program-

CommISSIOner
program-

CommissionerCommissioner McGmnisMcGinnis emem-emem-

phaSlLes

¬.-

phasizesphaslles thatthJt it isI stillstili up to thethe-

IIldlvldual
the-

individualindividualIIldlvldual to havehJve a test made it111-

1he

it-

he
.

he suspects he may have gonorgonor-gogonor-

rhea
nor-nornor-

rhea

¬-

rhea , to seek treatment , and toto-

take
to-

taketake responsibility to see thatthat-

his
that-

hishis sexual partner is examinedexammed .


