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Whale

Alaska-

WhaleWhale is a very ,. very large seasea-

aOlm

sea-

animalanimalaOlm \.. It is so big that its bonesbones-

are
bones-

areare used as frames for EskimoEskimo-

homes
Eskimo-

homeshomes HIHIin Alaska . So is everyevery-every-

thIng
every-

thing
¬-

thing from the whale , very imIm-ImIm-

portant
im-

portant
¬-

portant as foodfoodandand event..

Out in StSt.. Lawrence Island ,

the sod homes with whale bonebone-

frames
bone-

framesframes are calledcalled"nengloos"nengloosnengloos" .
"

But in other places they areare"Igl-

oos

are"igl-

oos"- igloosi- gloos"- IgloosI- gloos"- igloosi- gloos" ".

Over in St5t.. Lawrence Island ,

whaling used to be the veryvery-

livelihood
very-

livelihoodlivelihoodlivelihoodofof people . But now ,

of course , lots of things havehave-

changed
have-

changedchanged , so we don'tdont' buildbUlJd sod-sodsod-

whale
sod-

whale
sod-

whale
-

whale bone framed homes anyany-any-
more

any-
more

¬-

more .

As time goes on we are turnturn-turn-

Ing

turn-

ing
¬-

ing more and more modern butbut-

we
but-

wewe stillStll\StllStllhunt\ hunt whales but with

powerful equipment of thethe-
WhIte

the-
WhiteWhite man that came a century 'centurybefore

,

before , which , broughtbroughl moremmore-

powerful
re

powerfulpowerfulandand convenient toolstools-

And
tools-

And
tools-

AndAnd so are the ceremoniesceremomes .

They are not sacred anymore asas-

the
as-

thethe knowledge of educationeducation-
comes

education-
comescomes along . Even when wewe-

don
we-

don'tdon'tdontdon ' , keep thethesacred-sacredsacred.sacred-. times forfor-

whaling
for-

whalingwhaling , we stillslll\slllslllcaughtstillcaught\ caught
.
them .

But stillsl1l1 someonegomeoneomeone has to urgeurge-
the

urge-
thethe young ' men to meet thethe-

challenge
the-

challengechallenge of huntinghuntmg life on thethe-

Ice

the-

iceice .

So the story of whalingwhalmg andand-

ceremonies
and-

ceremoniesceremonies was a whole lifetimeIIfetnneIIfetnne-

of
lifetime-

ofof Eskimo on St5t.. Lawrence IsIs-IsIs-

land
Is-

land
¬-

land . In the gray early morningmornmgmornmg-
hours

morning-
hourshours mIn AprilApnl ,. there is likelylI"elylIely" toto-

be
to-

bebe peoplepeople-peoplepeoplehurrying'- hurrying around toto-

the
to-

thethe ice shoressl\oresslores\ of Northwest ofof-

our
of-

ourour island home as the whaleswhales-

are
whales-

areare so close at this time( lIne . TheyThey-
soon

They-
soonsoon will" 111 be gone , maybe in aa-

week
a-

weekweek .

As the days come on , moremore-

and
more-

andandandmoremore .boatsboats. are out intn thethe-

sea
the-

seasea with sailss lls up . Pretty soonsoon-

someone's

soon-

someone'ssomeone'ssomeonessomeone'ssomeones' sailssalls are down . ThereThereI-

Sis excitement .. News spread like

a fire . Soon everyone is outout-

running
out-

runningrunning around . All exceptexcept-
pregnaltt

except-
pregnantpregnantpregnaltt women . They stay inII!in-

thethe house .

That will makemal-.emal.emal.ee-. a whale hardhard-
to

hard-
toto get away . That is why thethe-

expectant
the-

expectantexpectant mothers staystJY inm theirtheir-
houses

their-
houseshouses .

And when the windwll1dwll1dISwindisis favorfavor-favor-
able

favor-
able

¬-

able just as thistillS timetune , someonesomeoneI-
Sis likelyhl-.elyhl.elyhl.elyely-. to behe blessedblessedwIthwith aa-

great
a-

greatgreat kill"IllIllkill-

A

"Ill-

A

kill-

A
"

A young man is rightlyrrghtly urgedurged-
when

urged-
whenwhen aiiian , uncle , or an elderlyelderlelderly-
man

}

manI11Jn of hisIus tribetnbe , is urgingurglJg! himhim-
to

him-
toto exercise hard to meet thethe-

great
the-

greatgreat challenge . There1 here intn thethe-

ocean
the-

oceanocean the greatest seasea'mJI11I11JIseamJI11I11JIsea-inamrnalseainamrnalsea'mJI11I11J-
II

seainamrnal-
is

"mammalmammal"'-

isIis>. caughtCJugh t only by an alert aimaim-
of

aim-
ofof a young man when'" hen the whaleshaleshale-
comes

", halehale-
COIllCScomesCOIllCS uptip somewhere close byby-

the
by-

thethe boatooat ,. closeclo enough andamI withwith-with-

in

¬.-

inIII the rangeJnger ol01of a hand thrownIlirovinIIlirovin-

harpoon
hnm 111-

1harpoonharpoon
harpoonThe

The harpoonerhJrpooner isJ> preferablyprelerJblyprelerJbly-
a

preferably-
aa younger brother of aJ captainCaplJIJcaptain-
of

!
ot01of the boat.. But heIse betterbetler not110t110-

tbe

not-
hebehe a husbandhusbandofofofanan expectantexpectant-
mother

expectant-
mothermother as he can only makeIIlJI-.eIIlJI.eIIlJI.eestake-. thethe-

Continued
the-

Continued
the-

Continued( Continued on Page 6)6)



'WhaleWhale'WhalerbIs'. . .
Continued from page 22-

whale
2-

whale
2-

whalewhale stronger..

ItH is very true , too , even now1now ,
Then as soon as it is knownknown-

that
known-

that
n

that a long lineIme of boats isI-
Sformed

is-

formedformed , meaning that the whalewhale-

has
whale-

hashas been killed a mile or twotwo-
down

two-
downdown at the sea , it is barelybarely-

seen
barely-

seenseen . But by close watch by thethe-

people
the-

peoplepeople of the village , it is knownknown-
toto all that whale has been killedkilled-

and
killed-

andandandnownow is being towed into thethe-

shore
the-

shoreshore ice . The boats are far out..

It will take hours to get homehome-

with
home-

withwith the whale .

AndAndallall the boats , sometimessomettmes
12 of them , towingtowltowingwithggwIthwith youngyoung-
walrus

young-
walruswalrus hide rope .

Every strong arm is needed toto-

bring
to-

bringbring the whale which weighsweighs-

tons
weighs-

tonstons to the shore . .
Catching a whale used to bebe-

so
be-

soso great an event to EskimosEskimos-
that

Eskimos-
thatthat they handle it very sacredly ,

and it certainlycertamly is as JhitP\tPtPwhalet \.whalehale isis-

captured
is-

capturedcaptured in the ocean . "\
AndAndItit is the very livelihoodlIvelihood-

ofof the Eskimos . It is killed inin-

the
in-

thethe ocean withwithmuchmuch couragecourage-
and

courage-
andand skill .

And soon they came to thethe-

landing
the-

landinglanding at the ice shore , to thethe-

place
the-

placeplace of a certain captaincaptam who isI-
Sblest

is-

blestblest with the whale .

As soon as it is known whowho-

the
who-

thethe man is , the marriedmamedmamedwomenmarriedwomenwomenwomen-
of

women-
ofof the tribetrrbe make their way toto-

the
to-

thethe home of the man whowho-

caught
who-

caughtcaught the whale . With tears inmm-

thelt
in-

theirtheirthelt eyes , they walk to thethe-

home
the-

homehome . Hui'ibleHuiiblelIul'1blelIul1bleHumble'' women have aa-

tight
a-

rightrighttight reason to go .

There , by the home of thethe-

captam
the-

captaincaptaincaptam , they sit on the whalewhale-

bones
whale-

bonesbones singing some whalingwhalmgwhalmg-
songs

whaling-
songssongs , andandatat the chorus theythey-
repeat

they-
repeatrepeat the name of the captaincaptamcaptam-
and

captain-
andand the harpooner who hadhad-

bravely
had-

bravelybravely thrown the harpoon atat-

the
at-

thethe great whale .

This goes on throughout thethe-

lime
the-

timetimelime the men are cuttingcuttmg thethe-

flIppers
the-

flippersflippers and the tailtall flukes .

First the wife of the captaincaptamcaptam-
meet

captain-
meetmeet the boat approaching thethe-

Ice

the-

iceice shore . She is dresseddressedininm aa-

special
a-

specialspecial costume she has just forfor-

this
for-

thisthis occasion . On her hairhalt , shesheI-

S
she-

isis also wearing something special..
She also has a dish ofofsomesome foodfood-

specially
food-

speciallyspecially fixed for this time .
As the boat comes , she reachreach-reach-

es
¬-

es out to give the dish of food toto-

the
to-

thethe harpooner as he approachapproach-
thethe ice shore with his paddlepaddle-
raIsed

paddle-
raisedraised up . He receives it andand-

takes
and-

takestakes one piece , a mouthful , andand-

passes
and-

passespasses it ondon to all the crew andand-

to
and-

toto the captain .
-

When the dish comes back ,
the harpooner gets on the iceice-

shore
ice-

shoreshore . He and the captain areare-

wearmg
are-

wearingwearingwearmg the r special visors , keptkept-

just
kept-

justjust for this occasion .

They make their way to thethe-

captam's
the-

captain'scaptain'scaptainscaptam'scaptams' house withwithsealsealsealskmsealskinskinskmskm-

pokes
skin-

pokespokes , againagam a special thing andand-

a
'

a special way . As they arrive ,

they put the pokes on the EskiEsklEski-Eski-

mo
¬'-

mo tent that is made up like thethe-

top
the-

toptoptopofof a Eskimo house . This isis-

never
is-

nevernever done at any other time ,

only when whales are caught..

All this time women areare-

chanting
are-

chantingchanting the songs repeating thethe-

names
the-

namesnames of the captaincaptam and thethe-

harpooner
the-

harpoonerharpooner who so heroically diddid-

his
did-

hishis job .

All the time the women sangsang-
until

sang-
untiluntil the flipper mungtuk is cutcut-

in
cut-

inin the light of the western skysky-

after
sky-

afterafter sunset.. If this iii:., done atat-

all
at-

allall , it is done only when a whalewhale-
isis caught.. If this is violated ,
some curse is likely to come .

All the other ceremonies werewere-

very
were-

veryvery sacred .


