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PARTY AT ANAKTUVUKANAKTUVLJK - A Valentine'sValentines' DayDay-
party

Day-
partyparty at Anaktuvuk'sAnaktuvuks' village school .. Children'sChildrensChildren's-
Cache

Children's-
Cache

'

Cache Aide ,. LouisaLoul a Morry , helps schoolteacf'ersschoolteacfersschoolteacrersschoolteac ' ers ,

Mike , and Pat OeDe Marco , seated , arrange thethe-
room

the-
roomroom for the day'sdays' festivities .- Photo by LAEL MORGAN

By LAEL MORGANMORGAN-

ANAKTUVUK

MORGAN-

ANAKTUVUKANAKTUVUK PASS-ItPASSIt- was
1-301301.30130-. a.mam. . at 50500° below zerozero-

when
zero-

whenwhen the stove olew up inIII thethe-

IIvmg
the-

livinglivingIIvmg quarters of the school thisthIs-

wlllter
this-

winterwinterwlllter.. Teacher Mike De MarcoMarco-

fought
Marco-

foughtfought his way to the kitchenkitchen-
and

kitchen-
andand found the fire extinguisherextlllguisherextlllguisher-
on

extinguisher-
onon a wall behindbehmd the flamesflames-

while
flames-

whilewhile his wife , Pat , opened allall-

the
all-

thethe windowswllldows .

In about fifteen minutesmlllutes thethe-

fire
the-

firefire was out and the sooty DeDe-

Marcos
De-

MarcosMarcos began repairsrepaHs andandcleancleanclean-clean-

up
clean-

up
¬-

up withwIthroomroom temperatures bebe-bebe-

low
be-

low
¬-

low zero .

By 5-005005.00500-. ana : : n . they had thethe-

job
the-

jobjob done and went back to bed .

An hour later a guestguC"stguCst" , JohnJohn-

Nowak
John-

NowakNowak of the Anchorage WeaWea-Wea-

ther
Wea-

ther
¬-

ther Bureau , who had been sleepsleep-sleep-

IIIg

sleep-

ing

¬-

ingIIIg in111 the school , woke them upup-

to
up-

toto reportre ort the stove inIII the classclass-class-

room
class-

room
¬-

room had blown up .

The second fire and clean-upcleanupcleanup-
operation

cleanup-
operation

-

operation was as tough as thethe-

first
the-

firstfirst and had their company notnot-
been

not-
beenbeen sleeping in the school , itIt-

probably
it-

probablyprobablyprobablywouldwould have burned .

RunningRunomg a two-teachertwoteacher-- schoolschool-

in
school-

inin an isolated Alaskan villagevillage-
involves

village-
involvesinvolves a lot more than "readinreadin"readread" in ' ,

writin' , and '- nthmatic
n-

thmatic'- nthmatic
n-

thmatic'-

rithmatic
r-

ithmatic' " . TheThe-

De
The-

DeDe Marco'sMarcos' fire Jfightingghtmg experiexpen-expenexperi-expen-
ence

experi-
ence

¬-

ence , while not an average day ,
was not unusual ..

Last year inIII a high wind thethe-

roof
the-

roofroof blew off this same school ,

forcing the teacher (now movedmoved-

away
moved-

awayaway ) to set up shop in the

Bush Teachers ' Trials Tribulations-TribulationsTribulationsAn-

aklumik
TribulationsAn-

aktuvuk
TribulationsAn-

aktuvuk
--

AnaklumikAnaktuvuk School Stoves Blow upupatat 50 Below
village church .

The De Marco'sMarcos' are bushbush-
veterans

bush-
veteransveterans ofofseveralseveral years . WhenWhen-
they

When-
theythey took the job at AnaktuvukAnaktuvuk-
Pass

Anaktuvuk-
PassPass they knew the workworkItitIt-

would
it-

wouldwould involve , but the problemsproblems-
they

problems-
theythey face are many .

The school living quarters areare-
plumbed

are-
plumbedplumbed but nothing works inin-

the
in-

thesystembackedthe winter.. The sewer system
backed up with the firstfir3t good

freeze and Mrs . De Marco waswas-
forced

was-
forcedforced to bailball out the bathroom .

( She discovered her roast basterbaster-
Continued

bastert-

Continued
baster-

ContinuedContinuedtContinued( on Page 6)6)



TrialsTrial Tribulations, . . .
tContinued( Continued from page J} )

was the best tool for cleaningcleaning-
the

cleaning-
thethe corners . )

The schoolschoolISis biultbuiltbu t on a hillhilIhilI-

away
hill-

awayaway from the main village andand-

on
and-

onon windy nights when the ice isis-

bare
is-

barebare , the De Marco'sMarcos' sometimessometimes-
have

sometimes-
havehave to crawl home on theirthltththeir-

hands
ltlt-

handshands and knees .

Mike is also inm charge ofof-

mamtalOmg
of-

maintainingmaintainingmamtalOmg the school lightlIght-

plant
light-

plantplant which can be quite a rere-rere-

sponsibility
re-

sponsibility
¬-

sponsibility in10 the winterwmter aboveabove-
the

above-
thethe Arctic Circle . IfIfaa part givesgives-
out

gives-
outout he must waitwalt for deliverydeliverybyby the twice weekly mail planeplane-
which

plane-
whichwhich can'tcant' fly in badtad! ,ad weather ..

Often , when the part comes ,

it'sits'' the wrong one because thethe-

home
the-

homehome office of State OperatedOperated-
Schools

Operated-
SchoolsSchools have a confusing recordrecord-

of
record-

ofof the type of machinerymachmery inin-inin-

stalled
in-

stalled
¬-

stalledstalledatat the Pass .
As for the teaching job itself ,

the De Marco'sMarcos' findtind some ofof-

their
of-

theirtheir materialmatenal as useless as thethe-

generator
the-

generatorgenerator parts they get by mismis-mis-
take

mis-
take

¬-

take .

The AnakluvukAnaktuvukAnaktuvukchIldrenchildrenchIldren-
speak

children-
speakspeak both English and InupiatInuplatInuplat-
but

Inupiat-
butbut are fluent in neither.. TheyThey-

need
They-

needneedneedspecialspecial teachingteachmg aids . TheirTheir-

teachers
Their-

teachersteachers know ,. such materials areare-

being
are-

beingbeing developed but findingtinding outout-
where

out-
wherewhere to obtain them isn'tisnt' easy .,

CommunicationsCommuOlcations with thethe-

State
the-

StateState Operated Schools ' mammainmam-

office
main-

officeoffice in Anchorage is bad .

From correspondence one getsgets-
the

gets-
thethe impression that some staffersstaffers-
thtlre

staffers-
theretherethtlre have never seen a bushbush-

school
bush-

schoolschool or an Eskimo village andand-

believe
and-

believebelieve that what works forfor-

Soulhern
for-

SouthernSouthernSoulhern California schoolsschools-
should

schools-
shouldshould apply to all .

It'sIts' difficult for bush teachersteachers-
toto communicate with each otherother-
too

other-
toorequestedleavetoo . When De Marco requested
leave to attend a workshop forfor-

village
for-

villagevillage teachersteacners in Tanana he

was intormedinlormedinformed by the AnchorageAnchorage-
office

Anchorage-
officeoffice he would haveha e to makemake-

the
make-

thethe tripttlp on his own time andand-

money
and-

moneymoney , which he did .

In additionaddltton , there are villagevillage-

problems
village-

problemsproblems that needneedattentionattention .

Not many people at AnaktuvukAnaktuvuk-
speak

Anaktuvuk-
speakspeak English as a first languagelanguage-

and
language-

andand the De Marco'sMarcos' arearc oftenoften-
called

often-
calledcalledcalledonon to help untangle thethe-

red
the-

redred tape that materializesmatetlahleS whenwhen-

the
when-

thethe village deals withwithoutsideoutsideoutside-
government

outside-
governmentgovernment agencies . .

The teachers believe the vilvIIvil-vilvil-

lagers
¬.-

lagers should make theirthelt ownown-

decisions
own-

decisionsdecisions and they try not toto-

meddle
to-

meddlemeddle , but they want to helphelp-

where
help-

wherewhere neededneededandand they'retheyre' needneed-need-

ed
need-

ed
¬-

ed quite often .

One project they'retheyre' workingworkmgworkmg-
on

working-
onon currently is establishment ofof-

a

of-

aa junior high schoolschoolsoso AnaktuAnaktu-Anaktu-
vuk

Anaktu-
vuk

¬-

vuk teenagers won'twontw n'tnt' have to tratra-tratra-

vel
tra-

vel
¬-

vel hundreds or even thousandsthousands-
ofofofmilesmiles to continuecontlOue their educaeduca-educa-

tion
educa-

tion
¬-

tion .

The project has been stalledstalled-
inin the Anchorage office for somesonicsome-
time

sonic-
timetime but the village of KivalmaKlvallOaKivalinaKlvallOa-
successfully

Kivalina-
successfullysuccessfully sued the state for aa-

similar
a-

similarsimilar program and the DeDe-

Marco's
De-

Marco'sMarco'sMarcos' think Anaktuvuk'sAnaktuvuks' prospros-pros-
pects

pros-
pects

¬-

pects look good ,

And they'retheyre' hopeful theirtheir-
own

their-
ownown teaching program will imIm-ImIm-

prove
im-

prove
¬-

prove . Teachers of State OperOper-Oper-
ated

Oper-
ated

¬-

ated Schools are planningplannmg to gogo-

on
go-

onon strike if their demands forfor-

better
for-

betterbetter teaching materials are notnot-
met

not-
metmet and despite the problemsproblems-
ofof communication , they'retheyre' well-wellwell-

organized
well-

organized
well-

organized
-

organized .
The De Marcos plan to keepkeep-

plugging
keep-

pluggingplugging for improvements andand-

are
and-

areare confident enough in thethe-

future
the-

futurefuture so that they'retheyre' negotianegotia-negotia-
ting

negotia-
ting

¬-

ting to buy a sod house in thethe-

village
the-

villagevillage and become well estabestab-estab-

lished
¬.- .

lishedJished full-timefulltime- residents .
I


