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InIn attempting to run dowtdowrdowndowr-
the

down-
the

n
the current status of Native eded-

ucation
ed-

ucationucation in Alaska , the problemproblem-
encountered

:

encountered were so widespreadwidespread-
soso diifusedllfusediffuse , so complex , the tasltasl-
resembled

tastas-
resembled

k
resembled that of putting toto-
gether

to-
gethergether a patchwork quilt - with .

out a pattern . TheThehe result,, somesome-some-
what

¬.-
what resembles what is commoncommon-common-
ly

¬.-
lyIy known as a "crazycrazy" quilt" .

Ii There is no dearth of well-wellwell-

intentidned
well-

intentioned
-.

intentidnedintentioned , idealistically based ,

s;i multi-fundedmultifunded- , promising pro-propro-
grams

pro-
grams

pro-
grams

-

,
grams initiatediOltiated . If anything ,

,; there are too many programs ,
often working at cross purposes .

What appears to be neededneeded-
isis a central organizing force toto-

correlate
to-

correlatecorrelate allalleffortsefforts and avoidavoid-

costly
avoid-

costlycostly , wasteful duplication . InItIn-

other
;!

other words , fewer dollars spentspent-
administratively

spent-
administrativelyadministratively and more doldol-dol-

lars
¬.-

lars spent directly on the indiindi-indi-

vidual
indi-

vidual
¬-

vidual student..

nGrantedGranted that no one in10 anyany-

of
any-

ofof the programs would argueargue-

against
argue-

againstagainst suchsuchaa move , howflow inIn-

reality
in-

realityreality is it to be accomplished9accomplished?"
Utopian ideas have rarely seenseen-

much
seen-

muchmuchmuch longevitylongevityinin10 the history

of education . ,

What is far rhorer/1orer1orechore/ predictablepredictable-
isis that out ofofallall theithe! variousvarious-
proposals

various-
proposalsproposals , schemes , politcalpolitical isis-isis-

sues
¬.-

sues , and genuinely enlightenedenlightened-
educational

enlightened-
educationaleducational programs now inin-

existence
in-

existenceexistence , a kind of compromisecompromise-
solution

compromise-
solutionsolution toward better NativeNative-

education
Native-

educationeducation will go forward .

What is clearly evident is thatthat-
It

that-

itit will indeed gpgl\glggglforward\> forward andand-

that
and-

thatthat the motivating force behindbehind-
this

behind-
thisthis movement must come fromfrom-
NatIve

from-

NativeNative leaders .

This is not to say that thethe-

State
the-

StateState of Alaska cannot be thethe-

central
the-

centralcentral educatingeducatmg agency , bearingbearing-
the

bearing-
thethe overall burden of fundingfundmg .

Alaska'sAlaskas' Native children are veryvery-
much

very-
muchmuch citizens of this young andand-

vIgorous
and-

vigorousvigorous state of ours andandveryveryvery-

Important
very-

importantimportant citizens at that..

As such , they have a right

to the finesttinest education that thethe-

state
the-

statestate can provide : the newestnewest-

materials
newest-

materialsmaterials , the best teachers , andand-

most
and-

mostmost excellent schools .

At the same time , they areare-
also

are-
alsoalso inheritors of a much olderolder-

culture
older-

cultureculture , of wisdom andandartsarts , ofof-

music
of-

musicmusic and dances , and of legendslegends-
and

legends-
andand games that pre-datepredate--- thethe-

white
the-

whitewhite man'smans' entrance into thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska scene .
. It would be a great loss ifif-

they
if-

theythey were asked to merely exex-exex-

change
ex-

change
¬-

change the one culture for anoano-ano-

ther
ano-

ther
¬-

ther , for the whilewhite man'smans' culture .

How much richertlcher to retainretamretam-

the
retain-

thethe one while addingaddmg the other ,.

to achieve a symbiosis of culcul-culcul-

tures
cul-

tures
¬-

tures , an overlappingovcrlappmg andandmterandinterintermter-mterinter-mter-

weavmg
inter-

weaving

¬-

weavingweavmg , formingformmg an ever richertlchertlcher-
pattern

richer-

patternpattern of choices .

ThisTIm the State of AlaskaAlaAlaska-

school
kaka-

schoolschool system cannot provide onon-

ItS

on-

itsits own , for the State of AlaskaAlaskaI-

Sis not the aboriginalaborrginal source ofof-

thIs
of-

thisthis cultural materialmatenal..
The source is the entire NaNa-NaNa-

tive
Na-

tive
¬-

tive communitycommuOlty , from the smalsmal-smal-

lest
¬.-

lest village with its uniqueu lque traditradI-tradI-

tions
tradi-

tions
¬-

tions to the powerful and newnew-

regIOnal
new-

regionalregional corporations .

These ' Native corporationscorporatIons-
have

corporations-
havehave as awesome a responsibilityresponsibilIty-
toto the Native young people asas-

does
as-

doesdoesdoesthe'thethe-thetile'- State of Alaska . MostMost-

of
Most-

ofof the leaders of the NativeNative-

movement
Native-

movementmovement are themselves youngyoung-
men

young-
menmen who are not too far rere-rere-

moved
re-

moved
¬-

moved from their own strugglestruggle-
for

struggle-
forfor education .

With the much-awaitedmuchawaited- settlesettle-settle-

ment
¬.-

ment ofoftheJethe-
the landlandclaimsclaims , the

-
Alaskan Native for the first timetime-

in
time-

inin aI3: long , long epic has thethe-
potenial

the-
potentialpoten/ialpotenialpotentialpotential/ to shape his own histohisto-histo-

ry
¬.-

ry . That one of the firsttirst concancon-con-

cerns
¬.-

cerns is to be education is notnolnol-
at

not-

atat allallsurprrsingallsurprisingsurprisingsurprrsing .

What shape and in what didi-didi-

rection
di-

rection
¬-

rection Native education will gogo-

at
go-

atat this pointpOlOt is difficult to prepre-pre-

dict
¬.-

dict . Experimental programs ,
by their very nature , must bebe-

allowed
be-

allowedallowed to expand , contract , andand-

flow
ndnd-

flowflow . In their newness lies theirtheIr-

full
their-

fullfull potentialpotcntial..

There must be an cver-cverever-evercver-

producjive
ever-

proctuClve
ever-

produclive
-

producjiveproctuC\lveproctuClveproduclive\ exchange ot01of ideas bebe-bebe-

tween
be-

tween
¬-

tween the variousvarrous agencies in111in-inin-

volved
¬'-

volved in education , an exchangeexchange-
without

exchange-
withoutwithout competitivenesscompettttveness , an exex-exex-

change
ex-

change
¬-

change whose"hosehose" sole goalgoalIgoalisisI Ithethe-
best

the-
best

he
best possible education forlor every
NativeeveryNatIvechildc'uldculdchild'


