
Education Consortium-ConsortiumConsortiumAu-

dioVisual
ConsortiumAu-

dioVMual
ConsortiumAu-

dioVisual
-

Audio-VisualAudioVisualAudio-VMualVMual- CommunicationComnlunicalioll VieivedVieu'edVieuedViewed'HeraldingHeraldmg the space-agespaceage- techtech-tech-

nology
tech-

nology
¬-

nology of America in this samesame-

month
same-

monthmonth in which men chatted

back and forth from the moonmoon-
to

moon-
toto the control center , it is somesome-some-

what
some-

what
¬-

what of a paradox that vastvast-

areas
vast-

areasareas of AmericaAmenca do not havehave-

any
have-

anyany permanentperman nt , practical , relireli-reli-

able
reli-

able
¬-

able means ofofaudIovisualaudio-visualaudiovisual- comcom-com-

mUnicatIOn
com-

munication
¬-

munication .

An effort to bend this techtech-tech-

nology
tech-

nology
¬-

nology to serve the needneedininIIIII-

Irural
in-

ruralrural Alaska was discussed atat-

an
at-

anan Educational TelecommunicaTelecommunica-Telecommunica-
tIon

¬-

tion Consortium held inIII FairFaIT-FaITFair-FaIT-

banks
Fair-

banks
¬-

banks , FridayFnday April 28 , on thethe-

Unlvensty
the-

UniveristyUnivenstyUnlvenstyUniveristy of Alaska campus .

A distinguisheddlstlOgulshed panel underunder-

the
under-

thethe chairmanship of Harry CarCar-Car-

ter
Car-

ter
¬-

ter , AFN , delveddelvedmtodelvedintointomto the suc ¬.

cesses , projections , andandaspnaandaspiraaspiraaspna-aspnaaspira-aspna-

hons
aspira-

tions
¬-

tionshons ofofanan educational projectproject-
that

project-
thatthat has beamed experimentalexpenmentalexpenmental-
programs

experimental-
programsprograms into11110 interiormtenor rural vilvil-vilvil-

lages
vil-

lages
¬-

lages , usingusmg the ATS-FATSF- NASANASA-

satellite
NASA-

satellitesatellite .

The group heardheardreportsreports onon-

future
on-

futurefuture programming from SueSue-

Pittman
Sue-

PittmanPittman , project director ; onon-

hearing
on-

hearinghearing loss testingtestlllg by JohnJohn-

Devens
John-

DevensDevens ; on the Library AssociaAssocia-Associa-

tion
Associa-

tion
¬-

tion programmingprogrammmg by Mary MatMat-Mat-

thews
Mat-

thews
¬-

thews ; on the CommunityCommumtyCommumty-
Health

Community-
HealthHealth Aide Program by PhilPhil-
Moreno

Phil-
MorenoMoreno ; andandonon the biomedicalbiomedical-
segment

biomedical-
segmentsegment usage by Glen Stanley .

After a promisingpromlslllg year , thethe-

project
the-

projectproject now faces extinction forfor-
lack

for-
lacklacklackofof funds . The ConsortiumConsortium-
explored

Consortium-
exploredexplored how they might extendextend-
itit , discussing at length the techtech-tech-

mcal
tech-

nical
¬-

nicalmcal problems and the audienceaudience-

Continued

audience-

Continued(Continued on Page 6)6)
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response to the existingeXlstmg programprogram-program-
mmg

program-
imng

¬-

mingmmgimng .

Mary Matthews said , "ThereThere"ThereI-

S

"
is a whole level ofofeducallonalofeducationaleducationaleducallonaleducallonal-
resources

educational-
resourcesresources we'rewere' not usingusmg on thethe-

satellite
the-

satellitesatellite program And thethe-

regrettable
the-

regrettableregrettable thing is , that thethe-

people
the-

peoplepeople not beingbelllg used are notnot-

made
not-

mademade aware of the program . "
She told of two bush legislalegisla-legisla-

tors
legisla-

tors
¬-

tors who.hoho. were exposed to thethe-

program
the-

programprogram in10 Juneau .. 'TheyThey"They"Theywere'" werewere-

fascmated
were-

fascinatedfascinatedfascmated by
"' what could bebe-

done
be-

donedone ," she said , "andand" their sup *",
port and enthusiasm were marmar-mar-

velous
mar-

velous
¬-

velous .
"

Bob Arnold , executive direcdlrecdirec-direc-

tor
¬.-

tor of the Alaska EducationalEducatIOnal-
Broadcastmg

Educational-
BroadcastingBroadcastingBroadcastmg Commission , intromtro-mtrointro-mtro-
duced

intro-
duced

¬-

duced Dr.. Jim Potter and Dr..

Jim Peterson from the FederaFedera-Federa-
lion

Federa-
tion

¬-

tionlion of Rocky MountainMountam StatesStates-
who

States-
whowho are conductingconductmg a similarsimilar-

program
similar-

programprogram in telecommunicationtelecommumcatlontelecommumcatlon-
usmg

telecommunication-
usingusingusmg the ATS-FATSF- satellitesatclhte in NewNew-

MexIco
New-

MexicoMexico , Utah , Colorado , WyoWyo-Wyo-

mmg
Wyo-

ming

¬-

mingmmg , Idaho , and MontanaMontana-
Jim

Montana-
Jim

Montana-
JimJim Peterson , in10 charge ofof-

the
of-

thethe early childhoodchlldhood portion ofof-

Rocky
of-

RockyRocky Mountain'sMountainsMountam'sMountams' project , feltfelt-

that
felt-

thatthat the Alaska group and InsIushisIus-

own
his-

ownown could share mutual resourresour-resour-

ces
resour-

ces
¬-

ces available to bothbothorgal'uzabothorganizaorganizaorgal'uza-orgal'uzaorgaluzaorganiza-orgal'uza-

tlons
organiza-

tions
' ¬-

tionstlons , as their interestsmterests overover-over-

lapped
over-

lapped
¬-

lappedlappedinin10 several areas .

"IfIf" you'reyoure' goinggomg to headheadoffoffoff-

aa lot of educational problemsprohlems ,,"
said Dr . Peterson , "youyou" needneed-

to
need-

toto beginbegm inm the early phases .
"

The Rocky MountainMountam projectprojectI-

Sis directeddirectedatat remote , rural areasareas-

maccesslble
areas-

inaccessibleinaccessiblemaccesslble by existing broadbroad-broad-
casting

¬.-

castingcastmg facilitiesfaclhlles , and this areaarea-
is

area-
isis populated primarilypnmaflly by reserreser-reser-

vation
reser-

vation
¬-

vation Indians , Spanish-speakingSpanishspeakingSpamsh.speakmgSpamshspeakmgSpamsh.speakmg-
peoples

Spanishspeaking-
peoples

-.

peoples , migrant workers , andand-

ruralIsolated
and-

ruralisolatedrural-isolatedruralisolated- groups .

They , likehke the Alaska projectproject-
said

project-
saidsaid Peterson , want the "mtty-"mttymtty"nitty-"nittynitty"mtty-
gntty

"mtty-
gritty

"nitty-
gritty

" -

gnttygritty inputmput of the people whowho-

are
who-

areare goinggomg to be the ultimateultImate-
users

ultimate-
usersusers of the system . "

He pointedpomted out that althoughalthough-
there

although-
therethere is some excellent programprogram-program-
mmg

program-
ming

¬-

mingmmg available for early.,. childchIld-chIld-

hood
child-

hood
¬-

hood , it has some culturecultlre) relerele-rele-

vancy
rele-

vancy
¬-

vancy problems . "SesameSesame"Sesame-
Street

"Sesame-
Street

"
Street " , aimed primarilyprimanly at urur-urur-

ban
¬.-

ban ghetto kids , may not havehave-

the
have-

thethe same relevancy for ArcticArctic-
Slope

Arctic-
SlopeSlope Eskimo childrep or Nava-NavaNava-

ho
Nava-

ho
-.

ho reservation children .

BilingualBJlmgual programsprogr9lsprogralpas, and culcuicul-cul-

ture
¬.-

ture relevancy need to be exex-exex-

plored
ex-

plored
¬-

plored . "ButBut" whatever you dodo-

for
do-

forfor kids ," said Peterson , "itit"it-

doesn't
"it-

doesn't
"

doesn'tdoesnt' matter whether you havehave-

good
have-

goodgood , culturallycultulally relevant showsshows-

unless
shows-

unlessunless you get on toptopofof twotwo-

variables
two-

variablesvariables : parents and teachersleachers .
"

"YouYou"VouVou" have to get parentsparents-
mvolved

parents-
involvedinvolvedmvolved in developing and inin-

lookmg
in-

lookinglookinglookmg at health and education

needs . "
In lookinglook 109 at long-rangelongrange- eded-eded-

ucatIonal

ed-

ucational

¬-

ucational needs , Peterson concon-con-

demned
con-

demned

¬-

demned the fire-hosefirehosethe.hosethehose-. approach .

"WeWe" can'tcant' continuecontmue to spendspend-

dollars
spend-

dollarsdollars to fighttght fires when wewe-

could
we-

couldcould spend dollars to preventprevent-
those

prevent-
thosethose fires .

"
Forty per centceJtcent of the IndiansIndians-

m

Indians-
ininm the nation livehve in the eighteight-

Rocky
eight-

RockyRocky MountainMountam states .

'TheyThey"They'" are very condescendcondescend-condescend-
mg

condescend-
ing

¬-

ingmg ," said Dr.. Potter , "aboutabout"about-
whiteeyes

"about-
whiteeyes

"
white-eyeswhiteeyes- ideas . Therefore wewe-

need
we-

needneed feed-backfeedback- from them . "
Helie related a conversation hehe-

had
he-

hadhadhadwithwith an Apache leaderleader-
whose

leader-
whosewhose people had been extenexten-exten-
sively

exten-
sively

¬-

sively studied by anthropologists .

The Apache said :

"WeWe" would likehke 20 anthroanthro-anthro-
pologIsts

anthro-
pologists

¬-

pologists to come livehve with usus-

so
us-

soso that we could study them .
"

CuriousCunolls people , anthropologistsanthropologists-
TheThe Alaska TelecommunicaTelecommunica-Telecommunicat-

IOns

¬-

tions Consortium was in fullfull-

accord
full-

accordaccordaccordwithwith local involvementmvolvement..

Sam KitoKltO , executive directorduector forfor-

the
for-

thethe Tanana Chiefs , and Georgi-GeorgiGeorgl-GeorglGeorgi-

anna
Georgl-

anna
Georgi-

anna

-

anna LincolnLlllcoln , also of the TananaTanana-
ChIefs

Tanana-
ChiefsChiefs , spoke to the panel onon-

precisely
on-

preciselyprecisely this issue .

Mr , KitoKlto reminded the groupgroup-
that

group-
thatthat he had appeared beforebefore-

them
before-

themthem at theirtheu last meetingmeetmg toto-

urge
to-

urgeurge "participationparticipation" on the boardboard-
atat the grass roots level.. "

HelieIle asked that programs dede-dede-

veloped
de-

veloped

¬-

veloped and utilizedullhzedutilizedinin10 the satelsatel-satel-

hte
satel-

lite

¬-

litehte program come to the officeoffice-
of

office-
ofof the Tanana Chiefs for finalfinal-

approval
final-

approvalapproval , with the option toto-

delete
to-

deletedelete .

"IfIf" you'reyoure' goinggomg to use thethe-

village
the-

villagevillage people as guineagumea pigs ,

it'sitsII'SIIS' up to the leadership to concon-con-

trol
con-

trol
¬-

trol that action .
"

Hetie pointed out that ten ofof-

the
of-

thethe most active sites in10 thethe-

program
the-

programprogram were located inIII thethe-

Tanana
the-

TananaTanana Chiefs region , and hehe-

requested

he-

requestedrequested that there be a changechange-

of
change-

ofof directionOITectlon in putting peoplepeople-
onon the board of the ConsortiumConsortIUm-
from

Consortium-
fromfrom the villages .

Immediately followingfollowmg Mr .

Kilo'sKilosKlto'sKltosKito'sKitos' speech , a motion waswas-

made
was-

mademade to add to the agenda aa-

reconstituting
a-

reconstitutingreconstituting of the board alongalong-

the
along-

thethe lineshnes recommended .

This was accomplished toto-toto-

ward
to-

ward

¬-

ward the end of the meeting toto-

mclude
to-

includeincludemclude the addition of the execexec-exec-

utive
exec-

utive

¬-

utive directors of each NativeNative-

Association
Native-

AssociationAssociation in which the propro-pro-

gram

¬.-

gram operates.

Sue Pittman , Project Director ,

introduced Georgianna LincolnLincoln-
who

Lincoln-
whowho has been broadcasting inin-

connection
in-

connectionconnection with the Tanana SerSer-Ser-

vice
¬.-

vice Unit Board of Health .
Mrs . Lincoln , representingrepresenting-

what
representing-

whatwhat she called the consumer

aspect , told of her experienceexpenenceexpenence-
on

experience-
onon the programprogram-

"Most
program-

"Most
program-

"Most"MostMost" of the people we areare-

reaching
are-

reachingreaching are Native population .

I can see a brand new outlookoutlook-
onon the satellitesatelhte project .. I wonwon-won-

der
won-

der
¬-

der if we should hit the familyfamily-

UnIt
family-

unitunit.. We'reWere' now hittinghlltmg thethe-

chtld
the-

childchildchtld and the village health aide .

What about the parents ? "
"I'veIve"'' been listeninghstelllng to whatwhat-

the
what-

thethe people want to hear..

WantedWanted-Wanteda'- a program on VD , onon-

unpetlgo
on-

impetigoimpetigounpetlgo , on the employmentemployment-
aspect

employment-
aspectaspect , what to expect if theythey-

come
they-

comecome intomto an urban area , whatwhat-

are
what-

areare housing costs , a programprogram-
revolvmg

program-
revolvingrevolvingrevolvmg around BoardingBoardmg HomeHome-

students
Home-

studentsstudents vvhowho need to say , HiHt ,

Mom and Dad , and hear theirtheITtheIT-

parents
their-

parentsparents ' voices , similar to hospihospi-hospi-

tal
hospi-

tal

¬-

tal calls , preventive medical care ,

cultural heritagehentage , Patsy Wiley isIS-

dOIng
is-

doingdoing a great job there , comcom-com-

mUnIty

com-

munity
¬-

munity programs not aimed atat-

one
at-

oneone
,
segmentgment likehke the healthhealth-

aide
health-

aideaide . "
"InIn" the interiormtertor of Alaska ,

"
said Mrs LincolnLlOcoln , "communicacommunica"communica-"communicat-
IOn

" ¬-

tion was and stillstili is a sporadicsporadic-
tiling

sporadic-
thingthingtiling . There are 12 villages onon-

Sateillte
on-

SatelliteSatelliteSateillte communication . WhatWhat-

happens

What-

happenshappens to the other 26926 ? ComCom-Com-

munication

".-

mumcationmunlcatlonmunication is a top prioritypnonty inIIIII-

Imtenor
in-

interiorinteriormtenor Alaska .
"

Glen Stanley responded withwith-

aa strong point about the limitahmlta-hmltalimita-hmlta-
tlons

limita-

tions

¬-

tionstlons of the system as it isI-

Snow

is-

nownow operated . .
"II"' must emphasize ," he said ,

"thethe" experimentalexpenmental nature of thethe-

satelhte
the-

satellitesatellitesatelhte program . You cannotcannot-
make

cannot-
makemake a service out ofofItitIt.. PuttingPutllOgPutllOg-

more
Putting-

moremore stationsstallons inm the TananaTanana-
dlstfJct

Tanana-
districtdistrictdlstfJct might do more harmharm-

than
harm-

thanthan good . We are rapidly learnlearn-learn-

ing

¬.-

ingmg what a difference a satellitesatelhtesatelhte-
can

satellite-
cancan make Its usefulness at thisthIs-

stage
this-

stagestage is for gettinggettmg informationmformatlOnmformatlOn-
for

Information-
forfor the potential of a communicommuni-communi-
cation

¬'-
cation system for the wholewhole-

state
whole-

statestate .
"

A member of the ConsortiumConsortIUm-
observed

Consortium-
observedobserved that there has not beenbeen-

the
been-

thethe commitment in Juneau toto-

the
to-

thethe program .

'TheThe"The'" State ,
,:"' he said , "hashas"has-

the
"has-

the

"
the capability to make a commitcommit-commit-
ment

commit-
ment

¬-

ment , to say : We arearc resolvedresolved-
toto solve the problem of comcom-com-

munication
com-

munication

¬-

munication in rural Alaska . TheThe-

federal
The-

federalfederal government is not goinggoing-

to
going-

toto continue to meet the needsneeds-

of
needs-

ofof*_. Alaska . Alaska must beginbegJbegin-

toto meet her own needs .'""
Jim Peterson expressed thethe-

opinion
the-

opinionopinion that satellite communicommuni-communi-
cation

communi-
cation

¬-

cation could be developeddveloped: withwith-

the
with-

thethe sole function ofofmeetingmeetingmeeting-
community

meeting-
communitycommunity needs .

"InIn" military development ,)"'
he said , "costcost" is not a criteria ,
as opposed to privacy , prevenpreven-¬.-

tiontlOn of jammingjammmg , and other milimili-mili-

tary
mili-

tary
¬-

tary considerationsconslderatlonconsideration . To developdevelop-
aa program aimedarmedarmedprimarilyprimarilyprtmardy atat-

commumty
at-

communitycommunitycommumty use , other variablesvanablesvanables-
would

variables-
wouldwould have to be considered . "

'TheThe"The'" Rocky MountainsMountalllsMountallls-
would

Mountains-
wouldwould likehke three times the covercover-cover-

age

cover-

age

¬-

age we have now . However ,

we'rewere' gettinggettmg the most costlycostly-

Item
costly-

itemitem , the satellitesatelhte , free , courtesycourtesy-
ofof NASA . Were we payingpaymg forfor-

the

for-

thethe satellitesatelhte ,, we would likehkehke-

shghtly
like-

slightlyslightlyshghtly more performance . II-

thmk

I-

thinkthinkthmk the skepticism about aa-

low.cost

a-

lowcostlow-costlowcostlow.costlowcost-. design is more politicalpohtlcalpohtlcal-
than

political-
thanthan practical ."

UntilUnlll satellitesatelhte communicationcommUlllcatloncommUlllcatlonI-
S

communication-
isis developeddevelopedsolelysolely for the pur-purpur-

purposes
pur-

purposes
pur-

purposes

-

purposes of projects such as thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska project and the RockyRocky-
Mountam

Rocky-
MountainMountainMountam projects , the civilianclVlhanclVlhan-

programs
civilian-

programsprograms will suffer from tryingtrymgtrymg-
to

trying-
toto fit theirthClr needs around militarymllilarymllilary-
needs

military-
needsneeds .

The FTS-GFTSGFfGFf -GG-- ,. the next schesche-sche-

duled
¬.-

duledduledsatellitesatellite to be launchedIJunchedIJunched-
by

launched-
byby NASA , has a plannedpldnned orbitorbit-
that

orbit-
thatthat is not favorable to AlaskaAJdskaAJdska-

receptIOn
Alaska-

receptionreception RequestsRequesh lo10to alterdirer thethe-

orbIt
the-

orbitorbit must be considered alongdlongdlong-

with
along-

withwith allallotherother nationwide propro-pro-

Jects
pro-

jects

¬-

jects , manyl11any on the east coastCOdSt ,

andandunderstandablyunderstandably , NASA'sNASAsNASA's-
purpose

NASA's-
purpose

'

purpose preempts all others .

The people who arearc in needneed-

of
need-

ofofofsatelhteofsatellitesatellitesatelhte communicationcommUllicatlOn serser-serser-

vice

ser-

vice

¬-

vice will have to become politipolltlpoliti-politi-

cally
¬'-

cally vocal..

Patsy Willey , now producingproducmgproducmg-
the

producing-
thethe Village CircleCucle Story ExEx-ExEx-

change
Ex-

change
¬-

change and a seriessenes called "WhatWhat"What-
Do

"What-
Do

"
Do You Want To KnowrKnow'IKnowIKnow ?' "">

, hadhad-

aa question of her own .

"ItIt" puzzles me exactlyexa tly whatwhat-

thIs
what-

thisthis Consortium is . We havehave-

Just

have-

justjust begun communication withwith-

people
with-

peoplepeople on things that matter ,

lifehfe and death , VISTA , personalpersonal-
programs

personal-
programsprograms on alcoholism , drugdrug-

abuse
drug-

abuseabuse , firefue control , how to savesave-

your
save-

youryour home , what to do whenwhen-

you
when-

youyou come intomlo Fairbanks , libraryIlbraryIlbraryI-

II
library-

ininIII orbit , recipes on nutritionnutntlon ,

casettes of storiesstones . . . All of thisthIsI-

Sis just goinggomg to fall to dust..
"

. "We'veWeve" ' been doingdOlllg it withwith-

good
with-

goodgood cheer in111 the face of terribletembletemble-
techmcal

terrible-
technicaltechnicaltechmcal difficulties . ItItISis goinggomggomg-

t
going-

totottotostopstop July I1I.. What is goinggomggomg-

to
going-

toto happen ? Where are thethe-

funds
the-

fundsfunds ? "

The project has many bugsbugs-

to
bugs-

toto work out : full power maintemainte-mainte-
nance

mainte-
nance

¬-

nance , reception stabilization ,
audience involvementJOvolvement , programprogram-program-
ming

program-
ming

¬-

ming goals , locations of receiversreceivers-
and

receivers-
andand transmitters and funds .

It isIs'asIsasiswas' as Glen Stanley pointedpointed-
out

pointed-
outout , very much an experiment ,

but one whose finalfinalresultsresults willwill-

extend
will-

extendextend many years into thethe-

future
the-

futurefuture life of rural Alaska .


