Election '90:
Sovereignty,
subsistence
To be key issues

by Geolf Kennedy
lir ibe Viitpibrn Thnes

Subsistence and Native sovercign-
1y will be the dominant ssoues in the
1990 statewide elections lor several
representatives of  Alaskin Native
or ganizations.

“'Subsistence will be number one, ™
said Matthew Nicolai, president of the
Calista Business Investment Corp., o
subsidiary of Calista Corp. "An-
chorage legislators will have w deal
with it.""

The vice president of the Associn-
won of Village Council Presidents,
Myron Naneng of Bethel, agreed. He
siid the key lssue will be whether o
aumend the Alaskn Constitution 10
allow & rural or a Native preference.

Mitch Demientieff, president of the
Tanana Chiefs Conference, calls sub-
sislence n "'very, very major’" issue.
He doesn't know yet, however, what
kind of subsistence luw TCC will
support.

In December, the Alaskn Suprome
Court declared the suie subsistence
law unconstitutional for m’ltin%_r:
preference for rumal residents,
court gave the swate until July 1 10
devise o new law.

The Alnskn Fﬁhﬂﬁﬂn of Natives
supports changing the constitution to
provide the rural residents preference
ngain. AFN Executive Assistant
George Irvin says subsistence will
continue 10 dominate Native politics
throughout the year. If the staie fails
to resolve the problem, the U.S.
secretary of the Department of the In-
terior may step in and fish and
game on federal lands in Alnska, he
said,

Irvin said another important issue
will be Native sovereignty.
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s o dominent and recurving issue
at the heart of the Native communi-
ty. " he s,

A federal court bast maosh ruled that
Adlpska Native groups do enjoy the
stufus of tribes in other states, bul the
court did not consider the extent of
therr ribal  powers. Trvin sad (he
Aluskn Native community generally
suppeonts the concepl of sovereignty bul
ditterent regions and different villages
upply the concept differently

Tribal sovercignty was o top isse
for Dementicfl

“We omay hnd o capdudate who's
willing 1o accept tribes i Aluska and
ben et thot fact,” e sail, but the
stude, i has opumicon, s always Tighiimg
tribidd stams on Uevery hutle thing, ™

Phait™s iromic, he smid, becabse trbal
status fregquently enables Mative non-
profit organizations t adinistes
socin] services mo Alaska. Withoud
tribes to ron the federal programs, he
sidd, the federsl government could
beave the responsibility foe such pro
graims W the state

‘We may find a
candidate who's
willing to accept
tribes in Alaska and
to promote that
fact. . .but the state
is always fighting
tribal status on
‘every little thing." '

—Mitch Demientieff

The problem, e smid, s thig
atton neys general  frequently  create
policies when they issue legal op
moms. Toosoune extent, Demmentic i
saidd, the selection ol governor is less
pnperttant than that governor's selec
on of attormey. peocral

T Hart, president of the Brystol
Bay Nutwve Corp.. consuders  the
Alaska cconomy the 1op ssue in 19K
Hle sanid the state must create an invest
ment climate that creaies economnie op
perrtumitics amed more jobs in the privite
sector without risking harm to the en-
vitoment, At the same time, he said,
the state government must control i1s
spending,

Irvin and Naneng agrecd education
was an important political issue.

Irvin said providing enochiment pro-
grams for students in very small
sehools, sending students o regional
high schools instead of high schools
i their own villages, or sending
students from very small villages o
Mt Edgecumbe in Sitka are all op-
s, but the AFN hasn't taken any
position on any of them.

MNaneng s major considerations are
o sehools can serve the (uiure needs
of their studients. He said pobiticians
nect 1o find ways o provide techmical,
bt ness amid adonmistrative skills for
Mative Alaskans, When fish, pame,
and wildlife managemeni positions
hecome available in rural Alaskh, he
waiil, the people there should have the
skills ta fill them.

Naneng is also concerned with keep-
ing the same level ol stale services o
rural Alaska ws ol revenues shrink
The state spent a lot of money to build
facilitics in the early 19805, he said,
but now the state has to spemd the
maoney o maintain those baildings.

He said rurul Alaskans also need the
state W continue spending money on
wiler und sewer projects and on cop-
g with hepatitis and other recurring
health problems.

Micolai also cited the unitary lax.
Aluska s the only staie that nxes larpe
corporations on  their carmings
worldwide, be sukl, pnd e sate needs
1 wx them on the peofits they muke
i Alaska

“We have a lot ol rescurces thal arg
yet 10 be developed,” e sad.

Even though the 1990 foderal cen-
sus will ocour before the electhions,
respporiionment sl will remun an
pnportant issue, Micolnl sand. Keep:
g Adaska Natives on the teapportion
ment board will be unportant for years
o come, he pdided.

Aluskans so lor have mine guber-
natorin) condidates 1o choose from

Three persons have saud they plan
T run s Dremocruts

o oy Konowles servid pwor temms as
Mayor of Anchorage
sSiephen MeAlpine  the  horer
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Mayor of Valdez, is completing his se-
cond term as lieutenant governor,
*Anchorage construction worker
Rynl White ran for the U5, Senate in
1988,
Five more are competing as

Republicans:
*Anc Sen. Arhss Stargewski
won the 1986 GOP primary in the

governor's race but lost in the general
election.

*Dan Wright of Fairbanks served ax
AFN president and ran for governor
as the Alnskn Independence Party
candidate.

*Chugiak Sen, Rick Halford is ser-
ving his third term in the Senate after
two terms in the Hoyse.

s Anchorage businessmun John Lin-
daver served one term in the State
House and was the lirst chancellor of
the University of Alnska Anchorage.

s Anchorage huiih;nnun Tim
Campbell served on the Ancho
Assemnbly and chaired the H:-tgll:

Pacilic
Council
Daniel DeNardo of Anchorage has
added his name 1o the list as a write-
in candidate.
Two Democrats are running for
heutenant governor:

sFormer AFN President Willie
Hensley of Kotzebue, president of
NANA Regionnl Corp., served two
terms in the State House and three in
the State Senate.

' #Kenai Mayor John Williams serves
s pwmldnnr:;ﬁw Aluskn Conference
of Mayors,

Three Republicans are running for
lieutenant governor:

»Juck Coghill of Nenana is serving
his fifth term in the State Senate and
has served in the Territorial House,

eAnchorage businessman Don
Smith has served on the Anchorage
Assembly.

o(llenn Fredericks of Anchorage co-
chaired the AFN.
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