Panel urges caution on oiled shellfish

Submaon, hulibut and other Timbish
areas iffected by the foven Valdez ol
spill mwre sale W eat, bul chinns, mussols
and other shelliish should be ap-
proached with. caution

That was the chief conclusion of w
tonicological expert commidice
evaluating studies and data related
comsumption of subsistence seafoods.
The committee, compased of 15 ox
icologists and public healith experts
froom Adiska and other states, issued
o stternent of findings and recommen-
dutions sfter meeting Feb, 11-22 in
Seattle

Scatlle

Uhe tests tound very low levels ol
hiwdhrocarbens i Bnfiali bevels sinailar
tir those in Lish from arens wni e ted
by the ol sl

“Bosed upon available dom und
cumalinhive scientific knowledge, and
ciisiatent with  the conclushons
resched earher, Linfish are sale for
P comsumprion,  the commitiee
il

Specimens of mollisks taken From
heavily  oill-contaminated beaches
showed high levels of  aromatic
hiydrocarbons. Shellfivh tested from

The commuitee, which wis formesd
al the reguest of the Aluskia Division
of Public Health and the Oil Spill
Health Tusk Force, reviewed a study
comimissioned by Exxon and con
ducted by the National Oceamic and
Atmospheric Administiration.

Nearly 550 samples of fish and
shellfish were collected Trom sites
Prince William Sound, lower Cook [n-
let s the Kodiak Island areas and
tested for some 35 differemt hydrocar
bon compounds at NOAA s National
Manne Fishienes Service labormlory i

less affected beaches showed the
presence ol hydrocarbons in higher
copcentrations than found in uncon:
taminated areas but ot levels thal are
not considered (o represent o serious
health hazard

“If mollusks are consumed, they
should not be collected from arcas that
are obviously contaminated with ol
the committee said

The pancl said it wax dillicult w0
determine guidelines for acceptnble
levels of mromabie hydrocarbons i
foods, The hydrocarbons are classed

F

as either light or heavy acconding
thewr molecular weight

Laght hydrocurbons are volalile aml
iy cause ocete health effects. Heavy
hydrocarbons take longer 19 breuk
down i the environment and may
viise cancer and other long-term o
vhronie effeuts,

The tomicologen] committee said the

compotnds ane present w nany foods
rouiinely consumed, including cooked
und srpokod meats and fsh, grams and
cereal products, fronts and vegetables
sumples of smoked salmon taken from
twir villoges in the ol spill area wested
imueh higher than st of the Tresh
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comiinued from pags fiHsan

samples tested, and one of them had
hvdrocarbon  levels sinular o the
highest tesung mollusk

“No acute effects have been seen in
the 11 months since the spill,”” the
commuitee suid . Risk of chromie ill-
ness  lrom  exposure (o aromatic
hydrocarboms due 10 the ol spall i
food cannot be satd 10be zero, bt the
conttibution o levels ol armatic
hydrocarbons an food nit obviously
contaminated with oil us u result of the
oil spill are so low us (o constitute m
basis for public health congern. '

The commitiee said pockels of oil
e vanous forms remain throughoul
the ofl spall area and that it is impossi-
ble to provide individual recommen-
dations (o subsistence users for
specific beaches or harvest arcas.

“Willagers should rely on common
sense und their own judgment to avokl
collecting foods from nreas obvious-
Iy impacted by oil. In sddition, in-
dividuals should decide based on the
i , smell, wxiure und taste of
.-iuz;i.lt:nw foods, I food is of doubt-
ful quafity, it should not be consumed, '

the comumitiee saud.

The committee recommended that
additional studies be conducted 10,

*Monitor mollusks, especilly from
affected arcas, and fish, especully ot
omfish, to docoment that levels have
nod inecreased over tme

*Test miore samples of sinoked fish

*Test mollusks Trom aifected areas
for heavy metals and polar orgamc
compoands

*Test  crab oy
livdrocarbons.

* | est munine muommals that wre part
of the subsistence diet.

Findings and recommendations
were agreed (o by the commuttee and
drafted by Dr. John Middaugh, stute
epidemiologist for Alaska, and a
member of the Oil Spill Health Task
Foree. The wsk force 1s an interagen-
cy advisory group on effects of the il
spill on health and human resources

Thime who want further information
may contact Andy Williams, informa-
tion officer for the Oil Spill Health
Task Force, ot the Division of Sub-
sistence, Depurtment of Fish and
Game, 333 Raspberry Road, An-
chornge 99518; 1 ne, 267-2248.
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