
native subsistence priority
gets support in bristol bay

delegates tat6to the second annual
bristol bayday tribal government con-
ference last week strongly endorsed a
subsistence priority for alaska natives
to be implemented by any possible
means by state federal or tribal
governments

the action was taken in anticipation
of a statewide subsistence conference
to be held in april by the alaska
federation of natives according to the
bristol bay native association

while endorsing a native preference
for subsistence conferees did not ex
eludeclude other methods ofprotecting sub
sistencesistence rights the delegates sup-
ported a proposed amendment to the
alaska constitution which would
allow a preference for subsistence uses
on the basis of local residency
customary or traditional use or
dependence on the resources for food

and other purposes
legislation to place the amendment

on the november ballot has been in-
troducedtroduced by state rep george jacko
D pedro bay and peter goll D
haines

the amendment would overturn the
recent mcdowell decision in which
the alaska supreme court found the
states subsistence priority law to be
unconstitutional and placed state law
in direct conflict with federal law

the three day tribal conference
focused on protecting subsistence
rights in the aftermath of the supreme
courts ruling conference delegates
gavepv clear direction to the bristolbristofbaybay
native association and other native
organizations to continue educational
and informational efforts at the village
level as they attempt to forge a posi-
tion of statewide unity on subsistence


