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We can prevent alcoholism

To the editor;

This lemter has been written o you
mentally for years,

First, let me say as a joarnalism ma-
jor, editor, puit Sigma Delta Chi
award winner and professional writer,
vou publish an excellent -

The purpose of thus letter is iwofold:
i mddress my feelings on being an
nbsentee "ll{ur the fact’” Alaska
Native and 1o applaud snd encourage
the Tundra Times position on combat -
ting alcoholism.

I am one-quarter Athabascan and
one el Cherokee und an Ahtna w-
large shareholder, born and raised in
Seattle, My mother Lillian Dena
Jackson, daughter of William (Ball)
Juckson und Mawde Goodlamw, didn 't
tell me of our hertage until | was 17,
when the Alaska Native Claims Set-
tlement Act was introduced.

Previous to that tme, [ lelt differemt
from the other Kids. At summer camp,
| excelled s outdoor survival and
ussisted the counselor by teaching the
other kidy what seemesd natural to me.

I also soem 1o possess a gift for
working with camines. One day, while
visiting a wolf preserve callad Woll
Haven, 1 lingered in front of a cage
with four wolves in it. They all
gathered in front of me, whined and
pressed in front of the fence, either
wunlm& me 1o pel them or play with

hen | rejouned the tour group,
the guide 10ld me that she'd never seen
the wolves respond and ineract with
u stranger like that before,

There are other traits and interests,
such as acute hearing, a love of
basketry und fshing and @ deep
sparituslity 1 atribute to my Native
Bl

If anyone knew Maude Goodlataw
of Cordova or Valdez, 1'd appreciate

knowing of her and any other family
members | may be related w. She lived
up there in the 1920s.

The only way I've learned much
about being an Alusks Native is your
ﬂ.p:-ﬂ It's very sud. I'd e

ring from other Athabascans who
may have known of my grandmother,
Maude.

Ome of the less noble trais | seem
to have inherited (s alcoholism. 1
started drinking at 13, had a severe
probilem st 17 amd guit without the
benelit of treatment or groups
ar 21, | began drinking st 27 and was
N & trestment center four months liter .
One day at a time, 1 have been sober
seven and a half years,

| upprecinte o greatly the letters, ar-
tcies and ads the Tundra Times
dedicates to sobriety, recovery and
primarily abstinence.

| feel that when *“firewnter”' was in-
trodduced 1o Native Amencans, white
man's genocide was leunched. We
must learn to treal aleoholism the way
black people treat sickle cell anemin.
Both ruces have discases indigenous
to them. The only difference 15 that
hlacks can't sickle cell anemin.

We, on the other hand, can and mus
prevent alcoholism, By never picking
up the first drink, we can st
mleoholism and all its related disaster.
If our heritages are 10 be passed on,
Lm:m:rvul and mught, we must em-

race pbstinence and teach our
children to abstain,

We have 8o much (o gain, And oo
much 1o lose.

Four years ago | couldn't decide
whether 1o be an alcobolism counselor
or u realtor. | chose real estate and
have been quite successful. My goal
15 oo move 1o Alaska in five 1o seven
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Subsistence: Backbone of our culture

To the editor:

Welcome w 193, Again the sub
sistence issue. Again the Notives got
the shaft,

Whule the courts and media tell us
that 11 15 nol & Native issue, we know
betier. They call us *rural subgistence
users. Sure there may be a fow ethmc
Cubans, Libyans or Mongols Living in
the Bush who qualify us “'miral sub-
sistence users. " But it s mamly Native
Alaskany,

There are also the few guys who
were born i Spenard who say they
should have equal ““Natve rights, ™
1o, Adter all they were born here
PMoesn’t that entitle them to Native
nehis” Wrong

Ull eaplain: When we refer o
Mutive rights, whether it pertains (o
subsistence or whatever, what we e
talking about s mat just being bom
heere, but the rights that our tribes have
for estublishing themselves here.

These rights have nothing to do with
corporations either, Big deal, that |
have stock in Doyon Corp. That

Letters

doesn 't mean that | belong 1o 8 Doyon
inbe. There 1s not o Doyon tnibe, just
ay there 15 not an Exxon tribe

Corporations do not  have tribel
nghts. Long before Dovon  was
extablished the tribes exisied, and they
will contiviee to exinl. Our rights will
CRIsl.

Tndividbual or pations do not ave the
right o relinguish these nghts without
our consent, especially o nation that
constantly professes that all men are
ereated equal. We are equal, We have
our own ways. We have our own
govermment. Who says the American
way 15 the only wuy?

Some also say that us subsisience
hunters should go back 10 the bows
and arrows, Don 't do i, 1 warn you
Next they I want 1o ke your stereos,
VCRs, micrownves and satellites.

This thing about bows and arrows
shouldn't even be considered, The iea
about subsistence is to get the food o
our houses and indo our stomachs with
na little trouble as possible,

S0 we progressed from bows and ar-
rows. We have a right to progress.
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e Alcoholism Kills us
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years fo build and run un Alaska
MNative alcoholism treatment lidge.

I you know someone of yoursell
think you might have a drinking pro
blem, please know this. A person who
can drink socially doesn't wonder if
he o she has a problem, Blockouts e
4 symptom. So s denial

If youi feel you may have a problem,
there 15 no shame in having a discase
The help for recovery is all mround us,

and all it takes is a call toa treatmen
center o i support group in the white
pages of your phonebook,

lcoholism kills. It ills us. 18 kally
oir heritage. Recovery s survival
Abstinence s survival, Survivial s
spccess. Amd, a8 we say in the
business world, success is the bes
IE\'ETIH'E

Sandra 1. Crider
Marysville, Wash.

The Amencans don’t have an m
dividual clwrm on the nght 1 progress,

The iden of subsistence ix that i1 i3
cheaper goung oul in the woods to get
yvour meat, and not having to live on
expensive beef, pork or chicken

The wea of subsistence is that our
wystem of harvesting s deeply in-
grmimed m our social, cultural,
economie, teligious and tribal struc
tares, ol o menton our aetrong
needs

1t 15 1o deeply ingrammed lor the goy
From Spenard apprecinte o under-
stomd 10 s oue way of knowing Hhat
we are ahive. thot we are still & peo
e of the land and thar we belong
wre

I wee e proing Goexast as iribes and
imaintmin the values thit have been
passed from generations, 1t vital fo
keep our aecess o our land intect. Cn
speaking on Native cultures, il was o
Siberian, Alitet Memtushkin, who
stated, *'If my people are 10 have o
luture, they must stick 1o the tradi-
tional ocoupations, like reideer herd-

mg, hshing and hunting. Only
aillherence 1o trmdition can help us ol
of the impasse  we  have  Tound
ourselves m.”

We are in trouble 1 don't have o
el you thet Every aspedt of our
cultures is i trouble. And now, the
backbone ol our culiure; our Hshimng
and hunting rights are i frouble

All these nghts muybe are oot worth
really Righting over, cerinly ot
wirth dying over. Amd they might
send ws all o prison, Notuody civilied
fights for these things anymore. They
either g o court or pray about if

Maybe i< worth a tey o indke them
realize that we are serious ahoul our
subsistence rights, Whiat we've bein
dhiing so far it not working We ve gt
1 Iry bonew approuch

Soanething s wrong when our Food
cathes gre empty wnd our prisons and
cemeteries are full

Huve another good year,
Michael A, Savape
Palmer

Writer says she’s disgusted
with subsistence decision

To the editor;

What this letter is leading 10 is
basically my disgust with Alaska’s
Supreme Court ruling on subsisicnee
being unconstitutional. -

Memories flood back o abou the
19T6-78 sessions af the Legislature in
Junesu, where | worked for the House
Resource Chairman, Alvin Osterback,
D-Sandpoint, when this committee
poxsed the subsistence bill out of
comnuflee.

Literally hundreds of hours of
tlestimony was heard lrom Native
villoge leaders asking that the Alaska
Legislature pass a law which would
protect their rights to subsist off their
lands as they have, lierally, for
centuries.

At that time, the Legislomre realized
thiat this bill was not perfect, but that
il wits the best that could be enacted
giving Nutives the right 1o ham ued fish,

The Alaska Supreme Court's deci-
sion would muke real power leaders
like the Inte Ernest Gruening turn over
in their graves. This lenacious Jewish
man had a heart and soul for Alaska
Natives, having come from the mosi
discriminated class in the world.

When he saw signs in Aloska’s
busiesses i Juneay and around the
state that smd, “*No dogs or Indians
allowed., " he wos angered, So angry.,
he became our greates! advocate for
an equal rghts bill,

Why now dives a Supreme Coun
thiat Incks vision decide that the law s
unconstitutional Jecavse
discriminates in favor of Alaska’s first
residents, first inhabitants of the land?

Why? Because sportahunters, Tex
uns — specifically Gov. Steve Cowper

~ aned other Chitside non-Matives are
crying “"loul play.

confinued on page fve



