Bill would reduce birth of FAS babies

by Sen. Johne Binkley
for the Tundes Times

JUNEAU — We can ke an impor
uari step 1o reduce the number of Fewl
Alcohal Syndrome babies born n
Alaska if my Wll providing tor in
voluntary commutment of pregnan
alcoholhic women  passes  the
Legislature. But one thing we won o
be doing 15 putting drinking monms m
jal

U s understandable thir peaple un
famnlr with this legistation nughy
think the podice will be prowling the
hars, lookig lor pregonant women o
btk oo ¥ 1o gl o whis ball passes That's
ot e

And even il an alcoholic woman dul
find heersedt in coun under this law, she
wouldn't be sent o gl The judge
woild be able w order her to check
it o pesidential alcohol treatment
progrism

Here's enactly whatl the il
Seonste Bill 419 would do oas o s
currently writien

I 4 pregoant wornan is .*:'HUWIII‘:
signs ol serous aleoholism, the all
allows the coun o be petitoned 1w
ditermne whether she needs profes
stonal help to pvoid baroung the baby
she s carrying, And, while there s
plenty of evidence to show that even
i wouple of drinks 8 day during
prepmancy Can cause some damage Lo
Phie budbyy s Bealth, thas ball s semed on
Iy b the hard core aleoholic, ot the
cissual dimker

Ihe only peopole who could make
RN '-1111'Ililll1t I CORLTT ERinst thee wivimian
would be  her spouse,  guarduan,
rebitive, a doctor o the admimstation
ol u breatment ety Bechuse the bl
alsor poguarey o doctonr 1 Ble o cer
tlhwate swppormmg the court petition,
e v e o (LLRELISN B P DR R R (T

wom where an ungry  hosband oy
relative files an unjustified complun

The doctor st have examined the
woman sometime within the two diys
privr 10 the petition being submitied
(o the court, or must have at least
given her the opportunity (o reject a
physical examination

I, after reviewing the evidence and
the physician’s certificate, the court
decides thit only intervention can pre-
vent damuge (o the baby, the judge can
then order the worman commined to o
pravate or public Tacihty for treatment
of aleoholism

The commutment period would be
MO iy s, with provisions for extension
until the baby s born of the court s
comvineed dunmg a second heanng thal
there v need tor continmng
Ireatiment

As Ihe treatment goes-on, The patien
wonld be provided reasonable oppor
timinies o see the doctor of her choice

And even if an al-
coholic woman did
find herself in court
under this law, she
wouldn't be sent to
jail. The judge would
be able to order her
to check into a resi-
dential alcohol treal-
ment program.

e ——
lnnl‘mhly 05 e, but miedical research
wts documented the fact that the hran
is developog through the whole term
ol the pregnancy

Soceven ol the mother didn’t stop
drinking unti] the Tatter stupes of he
pregmancy, the child wold soll have
a chance of huving lewer defecis than
i the aliobol abuse were allowed 1o
vl ripht wpodntil aeth

And, at mny point durmg the treatinreit
periodd, i the worman either v deler
ittt 1o be oo longer wleoholic or she
i i Jonger pregnani, she would be
releayed

Musst mothers obviously wanl o
Gk pawnd o o thedr Babnes from the
mcrnent they hind out they re preg
nant, and they don't need or deserve
anyboidy from the state telling them
b fondio i, But wleohol amd drog sd
diction can overnde thar natural pro
tective nstinet, and helping those
mothers addicted 10 alcobol protect
their babies is the aim ol thes ball,

Some would say we have no right
L INIErvens i A Pregnant woman s
Life. 17k poum out thit we already have
lwws on the books making o illegal to
provide alcobol or drugs 1w children
trom the moment they are borm,
Shouldn't we provide that same pro-
tection — b only in the most senous
Cuses of alcohol abuse by the moather
— in the monthy before the cluld s
b

Ohers mighd argue that by the tme
u wornan s oshviously pregant wnd ey
aleohol abwse s documented  well
enogh to go o court, the fetus has
already heen damaged  Thatr some
damoge slreddy would have occurred

Finally, some opponents of this bill
wiorllld argue that if would discourage
women from secking medical care
during pregnancy, out of fear that the
doctor might file o compliont o get her
comurited o an alcohol program. But
again, this il o ;imed only al the
rost serious abusers, and we've found
thit many pregannt woimen who ire
seriously aleoholics don't gel proper
medical care dunng their prégnancy
IIHFWH‘('

Fetal Alcohol Syndrome saddles n
child with hifelong defects that are
directly annbutable w the mother s
behavior.  And  since st these
mothers have no financml resources,
they create expensive funancal pro
blems we end up paying for, It costs
an average of $1 180,000 just 1o get a
newbsorn FAS child through the perid
of intensive care i regquires @l baith and
1.4 million to care tor b over o
lifetunie

When | filed this ball, | thaehe o Tot
about g woran in Southcentral Alaska
who by had seven FAS babues. All
o those children wee m foster lamilies
now, and the List we heard, this
WOTLAD 15 Pregiint agsiin

I owe had had thas lew on the books,
we might have been able (o save nol
oply. her fiest FAS baby trom some
degree of dumage, bul the other six as
well, Bemg commuitted o a ireatment
program might have brought an eni
to her alcohol abuse Tor good, and
thises othier six babies could have been
horn healthy

I don’t clasm o have written the
periect il in this or any other Case,
bt it wiill be debuted and people surely
will olfer changes ns it makes 0 way
through the Legisluture s conmmitiec
prowess. An umpartant pan ol tiat pro-
vess 15 public input, aod if you've got
ideas on this subject. | encourage yiu
(0 contact us

Hight now there ure about 30 FAS
habees being bormn cvery year in
Alnsko. This ball won 't suve therm all.
bt ot wiomtheh at feast give us the hope
of saving soine ol thein



