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IINEAL A recent Tendra e
eiitorial apreed that the Cowper ad
oo BEducation Buand wouald

hirmap fuiding for Aliaska s public
st vimols Gar oo the Totere

I s encouraging that the editorl
twice expressed fuith i the democrain
process. Ulndormmately, the ednoral
cncourages lepslntors o reject the
Eduvation Fumd belore the publbic o
A chande (o vote on il

What could be more democratic
Wiwes sl lowinge Adaskans w decide this
Hnportant guestion or themselves at
the ballie box?

The Educntion Fund would be o
special suvings secount inside the Per
munent Fund, The principal of both
funds would never be touched. Only
the money carmed from investmenis
the imerest — could be used. Our
dividends would  stabiliee w1t nbou
B 1000 dunng the years the Education
Fund )5 being built up.

I believe Aluska's ruml communities
neexd (o suppont the Education Fumnd for
2 number ol reasons. We've seen
Alaska s education budget rise and fall
with the price of oil. In 1986, the

Fund would aid rural schools

One hundred years ago Alaska’s
first commissioner of education pro-
posed an education fund for our
public schools. It made sense then;
it makes even more sense now.

cducaton budget was cut 10 percent
as an emergency response 1o the oil
crash on intermational - markers
Schools lost valuable programs,
Without the firm funding base of the
Education Fund, public education will
be nsked 10 give up more when state
revenues are a billion dollars ahor of
expenditures. This would be tragic ol
a time when we're beginning to find
more effective ways of address:

ing the educational and social pro-
bleims !'m:mf students, parficularly
rinonity and we-risk students

Lets face i, some solutions are po-
ing o cost mare money

Il Alaskans do not support the
Education Fund, | worry that rural
schools will be the first 1o suffer from
budget reductions

The editorial expressed faith in
leaders “finding wmovalive solutions

to tough lscal problems. " That's just
whitt the Educstion Fund is

(e hundred years ngo Alaska’s
first commissioner of education pro-
posed an education fand for our public
schools. It made sense then; i makes
eVEN Mane Sense now

In the final analysis, | say let the
people decide. Let Alaskans go to the

Mis 1o vote on the Education Fund.

i 15 how a democmcy should work




