Sex offenders need to get treatment

To the editor:

This is an open letter 1o all parents,
parent-teacher groups md ullpumu
dedicated to the prevention of chi
vexual abuse.

I am a sex offender incarcerated al
Fairbanks Correctional Center. | was
sentenced for (and guilty of) the sex-
uidl abude of a minor.

I would like wo stress very highly the
imporiance of treatment for sex of-
fenders. If you lock sex offenders
without treatment, they will g .
ly get worse and upon release will be
more dungerous 1o society, and their
chances of re-offending are very great,
In addition, their chances of commit-
ting murder or other physical harm
while comumitting sexual abuse are fur
greater than they were before.

I have heard people sy that a child
milester should be castrated . Let me
pont ont thit this would nin solve the
problem, as women s well us men
sexually nbuse amd rmpe children. Sex-
uil offences are the result of deviant
sexuil thinking.

| huve always hated a child
molester, and | did not start molesting
until after 1 became impotent. Again,
I say thot therapy is the only way. |
wm not saying that sex offenders
should not be incarcernted. | am say-
ing that they should be incarcerated,
but that they should receive treatmem
every day while they nre incarcerated
i0 help change their deviant thinking.

| am currently in & sex offender
treatment program here ot Fairbanks,
I have had 33 months of therapy, in-

cluding eight months belfore incarcem-
ton. One of the things | have learned
15 that 1 have 1o trust myself. And this
| haive to do before I can expect olhers
1o trust me.

To all parents: 1 urge you 1o talk o
your chiltdren, Teach them what is an
appropriate of an inappropriate touch,
Ask them if anyone has touched them
inappropriately. Tell them that snyone
cun be a sex offender, both males and
females,

Continue to teach them 1o beware
ol strangers us this is very importam,
But also stress the fact that o child
molester can be, and asually is, u close
friend, [wmly member or someone
close that you think you can trust. The
foct i, less than | percent of all known
sex offenders were strangers (o their

victims.

Toke time to listen 10 and believe
what your child wells you, especially
if the child says he or she has been
molested. Tell them they are in no way
responsible for or to blame for the
molestation.

Report any suspected sex offence.
A sex offender needs help, not only
for self-improvement, but for the pro-
tection of others. And remember, sex
offenders will not stop molesting un-
il they are caught and receive
Lreatiment.

My sincere thanks (o the Fuirbanks
Trestment Associates,

Sincerely,
Giene Cessna
Fairbanks Corrections! Center

Fishermen should oppose seafood irradiation

To the editor:

Alasks 15 agmn mrgulﬂd for n
seafood trmdimtor. Sen. Fred Zharoff,
D-Kodink, & contnibuting 1o this
patrage by attempting to kill Aloska's
bin on irradisted foods

Maost consumers refuse W buy ir-
rucdinted foods, These foods have been
hanned in Jupan, Australia, Great Bri-
tlan, Muine, New York and New
Jersey, the stnte where most irradia-
tion finms are hebdguurtered.

Irradition sdvicates nghtly content

it extends shell hfe by killing bactena
Yet the carcinogens il creates are ig-
nored, w5 15 the albatross that irradia-
Lt insposes on seafood markets,

Unless Alaskans ban food irrsdia-
lion, o appears that some Alaskan
scalind will be irmdisted . This would
set the stage for & scam known ns
“duiching,”” o common crime in
Europe which 15 undermining
legatimate sealood nurkels

" Dutching ™ Hln%:&ll_'p' covers up high
levedy of bacterianl contamumation in

spanled scafood. Brokers purchase
:.Imerd seafood shipments otherwise

cstined for disposal al rock-bottom
peices. They send these shipments o
the Netherlands (hence the lerm
“‘dutching"’) for rradiation, which
kills bactenia.

Without bacterin, the spuiled
seafood smells wnd appears “fresh, ™
Thus, cheap spoiled seafood undercuts
legiumate sealood markets. The Lon-
don Food Commission hos  docu-
mented five cases of *“dutching'” since

1WH6. These are widely recogmzed as
just the tp of an iceberg

The United Fishermen of Aluska
overwhelmingly  passed  rolutions
5lmngl_','ur wing sealond irrsdistion
in 1988, 1989 and |9K)

As fishermen, we should desmand
wccountabibity From Zhorofl, Tell him
[Ey SUPHITT withour weakening
House Bill 25 mvw!

Penis Spedhi
FHlinmier

[t’s important for rural Alaskans to be counted

To the edior;

The 1YWX) consus s upon us here (n
Alnska, and | want to emphasize how
important it is for rural Alsskans o be
Counted.

In order for rural Aalska 1o get s
“fair shate™ i federa) funding and
volting power, it will be umportant for
cach mdividunl 10 be counted. And we
st et everyone Know that the forms
they G out will be held in complete
confidence by the Censuy Bureau and

the informuanon will not be released by
any other division or deparment.

So the fonal point is this: answer all
the guestions youn can as truthfully and
comipletely as possible

There are muny personal questions
an the cermsus form, and some people
i the past have felt uncosy answer-
g such personal guestions. Bul oot
o worry. The information you give to
the vensus people will be ket
confidential

This tierwe around the feds have hared

stvime Adiaska Natives who wee Tamil ar
with ruml Alaska, These people are

also. responsible for getting rcnpln
trained in our rural regions and com

munitles, There 15 supposed 1o he
someone in every village to conduct
the census.

The results of the 1990 census will
be used in helping o figore out future
federal funding., housing
provements, revenue sharing grants,
Hurcaw of lndian Affairs grants, as
well oa size and populition of

e Natives won'’t give up subsistence

Thank God, Aluskn Native people
have never approached the Alaska Jud-
dical System or for that matter, un
judicial system for justice. 1 we hm{v.
we would still be second class citizens
i Alaskn, sccording 1o the present
political mood of the Alasks Supreme
Court. We would stll have “*No dogs
or Inddians allowed"" signs in business
wingows und theaters,

However, the politically  astute
Natives, as we are, wenl o the

Mitical wem of  government  for
mstiu:. We, historically, a8 all Native
Americans, have been subjected o
legacy of tragedy with the American
court system, The Alaska Supreme

Cournt i no cxception

There is mot & legal law in their
decision. . but o moral, ethical flaw
as wide at the Jordan River, regarding
Native subsistence rights.

What are we going to do now.
start putting Alaskn Natives in federal
pemiienianes  for practicing  their
customs that have existed since time-
imimemiorial such as the case with my
brother and fellow Haida Indian?

Let me tell you this, 1'm & Hada In:
dian, and the other Alaska Natives
wion't take this sitting down. We have
our homework cut out by asking the
1.5, Supreme Court to review the
decision of Aluska's Supreme Court,
and we hope 1o overrule the Alaska
Supreme Coun

Alaska’s smooth polished Southern
lawyer governor can be very per
suasive in Alaska. However, | believe
we have much more powerful ad-
vouites in Washingron, D.C., who are
Sen. Ted Stevens, R-Alaskn, arul Rep.
Don Young, R-Alasks, on our side

Nothing is final, certainly not the
Aluska Supreme Count's decision. We
may have lost one battle, but the war
is not over.

My is 1o our congressional
lenders in Washington, D.C., the
politicians who are sympathetic 10 whi
und what we are.

Sincerely,

Diann L. Morrison
St. Paul, Minn.

legistative disteicts in A sk

Now, since rural arens are growing
in population, (b imporant thin we
let the feds fimd this out directly vin
their census. By making o pood show
it the vl census, ruml Alaskans will
be showing thewr numbers and ther
strongth

Stundd op wnd e counted Let's show
ol dtrength in numibers

With respect,
Rep. Kay Wallis
Junea

Letters to
he Editor

Voters should decide fate of Education Fund

To the editor:

In your editorial Feb. 12, you
registered “‘a vote against the Educa-
on Fund.®’

The truth is that neither you nor the
peaple of Alaskn will have an oppor-
mnily to vole on this important
measure if our state senators refuse 1o
give us the opportunity in November!

You nsked why we would ““set aside
money through i constitutiomal amend-

memt for education and not fish and
game L' etc. The answer
15 that 25 cents out of every $1 in the
state budget goes for the education of
Alaska’s children.

Right now B0 cents of every $1 of
stale rovenue comes from oil. In 10
years, oil revenue will decrease by o
third — more than 3700 mithon,

Linless we plan for this inevitable
decline in revenue, there will not be

c for the education of our

children or anything clse!

Personally, I support the Education
Fund. It was proposed two years ago
by the Alaskn Coalition for Education
— parents, educators and ad-
minigtrators. The Education Fund
would not come from the portion of
the Permanent Fund earnings used to
pay our dividends. The principal of
the Permanent Fund will never be

touched.

Most of all, 1 believe in democracy .
Let's let the people of Alaska decide
the future of our children's education,
We should all urge the state senators
to support House Joint Resolution 13
and let the people decide!

Sincerely,
Hichard K. Hescock Jr.
Fairbanks



