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A navy jet lands on the USS Emterprise, a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier, during a major exercise lasi week.
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Adak hosts major Navy exercise

by Holly F, Relmer
Tiindra Theeres roporier

ADAK ISLAND — Adak, near the
end of the Alewtian Chain, is one of
the most important Naval bases in the
North Pacific. It was the site of a
recently concluded MNaval exercise
called NorPacEx — North Pacific Ex-
ercise, which began Nov, 8

The naval exercise fleet included the

USS Enterprise, 100 aircraft, 11
vessels and two nuclear-powered sub-
marings. Other forces included the
Aluskan Alr Command and the Alaska
Alr Nutional Giuard, which provided
refueling aireraft. Also, some Cana-
dian forces were involved earlier in the
EACrCine.

During the exercise there were
simislated mtmcks on the Enterprise by
anti-aircraft and  surface-to-surface

missiles. Also, various types of recon
NAISsAnCE Missions were practiced
Although it was only a mock
“‘war,"" three men were killed during
the exercise. Two Navy pilots were
killed afier @ mid-air collision over
Cook Inlet, and one man was swepl
off the Enterprise and lost at sea.
Reporters were allowed onto the air-
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 NorPacEx teaches warfare — Alaska-style
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cralt carmer last week 1o view the
CNETUISE

The Enmerprise v a nuclear-powered
airoraft varner which was comnis
sivned on Nov, 25, 1961 Horzomully
the ship compares woa 25-sory
building and weghs around A, (0K
bons. O board the carrier is a 10,06
man crew, making 0 much like 3
Mowting city. The average age of o
satbor aboard the Erperprise s 20 vears
ol

At a press conference onbward the
Enterprise, Sh-year-old Viee Admiral
Diego B, Hernandez, commandar,
wold  reporters about o Soviet n
tellige nu: ship that had been tracking
his I%eﬂ for about o week, He also wld
of three Russian surveidllance fighter
planes that came within 300 pules of
the aircraflt Carmer

CThe Soviet shap Tollowed vs o
the vonfines of a bay o Alaska.’
Priego sakd. Because 11 came so chise
w LS waters, Dhiego consadied with

maval lnwyer anboand the Enferprise
o deteriune what steps should v
taken mn thas sype of sduatum

We msked i to leave the arei by
racdir el b et P sand, talk
g abwwnt the shap

Cheggn assomed commmgid ol e
Enrerprrese ws commmder of the T
5 h.u i August HER

“The el ligenee ship s mteresied

i bt our shap s diing, s we wint
thie Son et To aee oug capabi lithes st
lanel, " b said

Inego miormed the Sov ety that the
Third Fleer would be condicing a
(R FLTTTTURRR TS g SRR AR the  Aleutisn
Islaruls

Petropaviovsk in the Soviet Union
in the only Soviel naval biuse with im-
mediale access o the open sea. Today
the Soviet Pacific Fleet is numericil-
ly lirger than the entire LS, Navy,
and 15 increasingly more capable,

“1'm very concerned about the in-
crease of Soviel subs, and | think about
Soviel capabilities, ' Diego said. 1
need o know what 'm going o do
with my capabilities. ™

Although the Soviets have recently
increased their naval forces, Diego is
convinced the the U5, Navy s much
more capable individually in their
ability 10 operate.

During the actual exercise, the ac-
Lon Wwias continuous.

While supervising F-14s" mkeofl

and landing routine, Norm Wester
bughr, the Air Boss in the Primary
Flight Control center, pointed out a
green flare that popped out of the
waler

“That means we ve just been it by
a mussile. There's a sub right down
Ihere,” Westerbuhr sabd sy he poined
I the water

Adak wits the siie Tor much ol the
activity, but at preseot po naval vessel
las been mssigned oo home port m
Abtska This muy change, iego said

Fhe entire island ol Adak is ¢ naval
s with (odes of duty Bastng Trom
8 e 24 momths. Newly sttiomed

residents muy Bnd themselves at home
M T TR e e iy

with endless activities planned through
various different local organizations.,
schools and church groups,
Commumication Master Chiet Jerry
HEngleman, his wife Dora, and
| -year-old daughier have been on the

islund for more six months. They saw
they like their new life on the island.

“The people who say there s
nothing 10 do here ure the ones that
don't participate in island activities,”
Dora Eogleman said.




