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helen carius a member ofoftahetalahetataheta has afull timejobtintejob butvinasbutfinasbutfindsbut finasfinds time to create
cracraftsatsfts to market through the organization photo by barbara crane

tahetalaheta offers beadwork
ivory carvings andiewehyandiewand jewelryehy

by barbara crane
for the tundra firmsttmtstirms

beadwork ivory and soapstone car-
vings dolls and silver jewelry were
among the crafts offered for sale by
members of the tahetalaheta arts and
cultural group at a special show at
anchorage s northway mallmail nov 14

and 15

we are a group of about 60 alaska
nativendtivesnativesNd tives said tahetasTahetas director
mabel pike 1 I want to stress that it s
all nativendtive people everything here was
actually made by the people selling it

they can tell you what something
isis irudemade out of and how it was made

pike explained that the handmade
crafts were created by natives from
throughout alaska

the groups name tahetalaheta was
made up to reflect this diversity it
comes from the first letters of Tlingit

aleut haida eskimo tsimshian and
athabascan

some members such as iva and
ken lisboumeLisboume are able to spend most
of their time working on their crafts

iva originally from wainwright
makes fur dolls and knits her husband
ken from point hope carves
soapstone paints with water colors
and carves the cottonwood faces for
ivas dolls

other tahetalaheta members such as
helen carius have other full time jobs
and must stretch each day to find time
to work on their crafts

carius isis a native culture teacher for
the anchorage school district she
spends evenings and weekends mak-
ing dolls slippers hats scrimshaw
and pen and ink drawings

tahetasTahetas next big sale will be at an-
chorageschorages dimond mallmail during the purfur
rendezvous inin february


