Helen Carng, a member of Tahen, has a full-nme job, bl finds nime (o creafe

crafts o market through the organizistion

Phaotir by Barbara Crsne

Taheta offers beadwork,
ivory, carvings and jewelry

by Barbara Crane
far the Tt Tl

Hewdwork, ivory and souapstone cas
vings, dolls and silver jewelry were
armong the crafls offered for sale by
members of the Taheta Ans and
Cultural Group a1 o special show af
Anchorage’s Northway Mall Nov, |4
and 15

“We nre @ group of about 6 Aloska
Watives,  sidul Taheta's direcior,
Mahel Pike T wani o stress that i's
ull Native people. Everything hene wis
s iadly made by the people sellng i

“They can iell you whal something
v e out ol and how o was made. ™

Pike explomed that the handmade
cralis were crealed by Natives from
throughout Aluska

The group's name — Tubethn — was
made up w0 reflect this diversity. I
cornes from the first letters of Thingir,

Aleut, Handa, Eskimo, Tsumshian and
Athabascan

Some members, such as Iva and
Ken Lishourne, are able o spend most
of their time working on their cralts

Iva, onginally from Wanwright,
mutkes fur dolls and knats. Her husband
ken, from Poimt Hope, carves
soapstone, paints with winer colors
und carves the cottonwood faces Tor
Ivin's dolls

(xther Tabetn members, such as
Helen Canus, have other full-tme jobs
wnel must stretch each day o fond time
ey work on their crilis

Camus s a Native culture teacher for
the Anchorage School Disinet. She
spends evenings and weekends muak-
g dolls, slippers, hsts, serimshaw
wind pen and ik drawings.

Taheta's next big sale will be at An-
chomge s Pimond Mall duning the Fur
Rendervous in February,



