Native, federal
officials blast
plan for ANWR

by A.). MeClanahan

Vistlrn Fioies quablibbien

Adasku Nutive corporation ol livers
amed federal  officialy dre  sharply
criticizing o new plan unveyled by the
Stute of Aliusku lor land eachanges in
volving the Arctic Natwonal Wildlile
Relupe

0 hogwash,” said Bill Horo,
Depurtment of  Imierior  pssistam
secretary for fish, wildhife and parks
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And Morns Thompson, president ol
the Fairbanks-based Doyon L, , sanl
vormiments made recently by Depan
menl of Natorsl Resources Comnis-
sionet Judy Hrady can be taken s
nothimge less than u persorad al front o
those invilved

“The citeeens of this state — Matives
and non-Natives slike — deserve amd
vhould demamd o much higher degree
ol public  composure on - sensitive
msues from their appointed officials
thiun that recently displayed by Com
msstoner Brady, " Thompson sand

Povon is one ol the Il::t' Nutive
organizations  currently  negotiating
with b LS Fish und Waildhile
Servie

Al v ting Lo the Sate"s properesal

[Continuad on Page Five)



* Officials stress public review

(Continued fram Page One)

and  comments was Tom Roberts,
chief counsel for Sen. Frank
Murkowski

aen. Murkowsks does not believe
that this is a secret, clandestine pro.
cess, Roberts sad, referring to
Brady s recemt charge that land 1rade
negotitions are being carried oul in
i secretive fashion. “*Sen. Murkowski
sl believes the fand swaps are 4 good
thing and that they have advantages ™

AL ssue s the state’s plan finr
ANWR. which calls for lund exchange
negotiations o be halted, Usnder the
proposal, the trades would be put on
the shelf untill Congress made a deci-
ston 10 open ANWE

The Native corporations would then
avguire hid credins™ for Fand they
own amtsade ANWE and wse their
lands 1 “purchase™ mineral lense
rights

Curtently, several Native corpors
tioms e negotuiing with the lederul
goverment o trade Innds they have
in wildlife refuges in other parts of the
state for onl fighis i ANWER

I i brrefing Lust week. Briddy siaud
PINK s proposal woulid benefir all
Aluskams and would be good public
porhicy . She characterized the openimg
ol ANWR as potentindly the *“higgest
lond denl of the century. " bigger even
than the Aloska Native Clams Sentle
ment At

Shie ulsin stressed i the stme wimts
o ke sure any Natve Lind deals ane
sulbyect 1o Seetion 700 ol the ANCSA,
whuch calls for Native corporations 1o
share 70 percent of their resources
fronm subsurface development with
other Mative corporanons,

Under the current proposals,
whether 700 would apply is ques
fomable beciuse the Native corpori-
tons are generally offering only sur-
face lands in the other IEHIEE."-. And
Horn has said that Interior is not in-
lerested in gaining  the subsurfoce
estite to those lands

Brady conceded that although the
state's plan would probably be less
beneficisl to the Native corporanons,
she said they should support it because
the negotintioms they are currently in-
virlved in would not pass the *'red face
test,

“This deal does not survive close
serutiny,” she sad, calling: it
“sweethean deal.”™

Horm gquestioned why the state s
cilling the negotintions secrel when the
state nself was involved i them until
earlier this year.

And he swid he was disappointed
that he was in Adaska last month 1o
meet with Gov, Cowper — shortly
hefore the state plan was unveiled
anmdd yer no mention was made of the
plan to him in persan.

Horn said he has not vet had time
ber study the state’s plan in detail, bul
he questioned criticism rsed by the
stile of the negotiations

“The state was a party o this pro
cess for a very long penod of ime,
he smd. ““They negotinted with what
we thought was good faith, then they
withdrew "

And he added that while the state
may have legitimale concerns, e said
they were no reason to derail the en
lre process.

As for “secret” talks, Horm sand,
“OF course you don’t negotiate in
public.** But he added that any pro-

Is devel in the negotiations
will be submitied to the ic for
review and comment, followed by
debate in Congress.

“The process we are now embark-
ed on was one all Enrliul:ﬁrud to,
including the state," he said.

But despite the state's plan, Horn

sad lederal officials will continue the
MEgOtIalIng process,

“We'll continue 10 pegotiate with
the Natives in good faith,” he said.
“The state is slways welcome 10 come
back 10 the table. lis seat is still there, ™
he sand.

Thompson also guestioned why the
stite wiould call the wiks “secret,”™

“To say that our negotiations with
the federal povernment have been
secretve” inonature, and to imply that
o very up front wnd sound business
practices constitute  “back  room’
wheeling and dealing is just downoght
ludicrous and more than just a litle of
fensive,” Thompson sud.

Thompson wemnt on 10 suy n o
prepared statement thit Native groups
first becanie involved in the ANWR
isue only after il became apparent that
Mative corporations could play vital
rodes in the overall effort 1w open the
Coastal. Main 10 ol and  gas
exploration,

“We suppon the opening of ANWR
tor many reasons, ol the least anong
them the ecomome benefits that would
accrue to andividuals and  groops
statew ide

“Yes, owe would like oo see
sonrething bnon for s, Thus, the Tand
Irde coneept.

ANy direet benefins commg 10 us
showsld, an our opimon, be comimen:
supite with ihe sulbviantil vildue of our
cachange Lands and with the valuable
reslie that we are pliving aid will con.
T Tor pliny wuL respect to e open
ing of the Copstid Plam

And, hike Horm, Thompson stress.
ed thit Congress mist review the prro
parsals developed

“We in the Native comimunity
wiould like o ask Brady one question,
That is: If having the Congress of the
United Stutes review and approve our
land trude agreements is non in keep-
g with goad public policy principles,
then just what is?"

Murkowski’'s aide Roberts sl the
senator 15 glad (o see that the state 15

still nctively pursuing its position, but
thiet the state’s plan ralses many
quesiions.

And he said Murkowski will be
focusing his attention on  opening
ANWR. It will be up 10 the siate, the
Mative corporations and Intenor to
iron out their differences on the land
trades, Robens said

If these differences cunnot be work-
ed out, he smd, the exchanges
themselves could become a detniment
1o opemng the refuge to ol and gas
exploration and development,

s tme For the effon o switch o
e s bation to apen the Coastal Plain, ™
he said



