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dogsdogs help save lives in bush
hollyhotly F relmerreimer
tundra time writer

dogs arearc helping to save lives in
rural alaska through the advanced
trauma life support training in
which physicians and health aides
learn techniques that can be used on
injured people before they are
transported to a9 hospital facility for
further treatment

the first few moments after a
serious injury are extremely impor-
tant icaccordingcording to health officials and
inthisin this program rural doctors leamlearn
skillsskilli that can keep someone alive dur-
ingin thatcriticalthatctiticalthat critical first hourboutfisthis program is aponssponssponsored0rid and
administered
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by southern reregionI1

emergency medical services cookook
inlet native association aand the
alaskaalaski native medical center in
COOcooperation1i tion with the american
c91college19ai afpfof surgeonsPW
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committee6nicommittee on

advanced trauma life support train-
ing is an impotimpdfantimpotfantfant program for rural
alaskasalanskas village doctors and
practitioners

trauma
during trainintraining physiciansphysicians learn

four different surgical procedures first-
hand with the use of dogs as their
patients

these procedures deal directly with
extensive traumatic situations this is
especiallyimportantespecially important in bush com-
munitiesmunimuhi ties where hospitalboshibospialtalltal facilities are
many miles away

veterinarians anesthetizeanestfictizelhethe dogs
and make sure that each dog is freetic of
pain during these lifelifesavingsaving
procedures

drdri daviddavijdavia W templin chief of

medicine at the alaska native medical
center in anchorage is the emergen-
cy medical service pocoordinatorordinator for the
alaska area native health seserviceirvcc

i

and the head of Adadvancedvinced trauma
life support progprogramrat&lnin alaska

advanced trauma life susupportoll011

training is an important program fforor
rural alaskasalanskas village doctors and
practitioner Jerpjeipplinjerpplinplin said

this program IsIs simcdataimedsimcdatat bashbdshbush
doctors said templintcmplin adding it isis
mandatory forof indian health seservicerv icc
doctors
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many physicians from rural
villages specifically had times when
they have used the skills learned from
ATLSATILS templin said he pointed out
that some physicians have said that

these are the most valuable skills
theyve learned in years

this program has been operating in
alaska for more than six years and
nearly 200 physicians in alaska have

been trained for advanced trauma
life support

the program isis scheduled twice a
year in the fall and early winter in an-
choragech orage giving mushersbushers and breedersbleedersbreeders
the opportunity to donate unwanted
dogs for this lifesavinglife saving training
program

this has worked out very well
and we hope that it will continue
tempi in said


