Binkley stresses need for children’s funds

by Sen. Johne Binkley
fore i Tuthidin Viieed

I'he effors ol state government o
bl { of children — m health, educa
vion and sociul services — have dechin:
cil in recent yeurs as the state’s jotal
spending has dechined

Concerned about the impact budget
reductions will hiave on our children.
a specinl Legistotive  Children™s
Cancps has been formed this year

The caveus, headed by Sen Joe
Josephison ol Anchorage, is compos-
ed of Republichns and Democrats,
senators and representatives, andd 1
crosses hoth rural and urban concerns
Members of the caucis are working
together W protect the interests of
Aluska's children

A mujor Tocus ol the Children’s

Coucus is 10 advovate for incrensed
funding for children’s progrims. Fun:
ding for many of these programs wis
greatly reduced in the governors
revised Fiscal Year |988 budget

The programs of greatest concem
wiclude prematernal services, carly in
iervention services, the Infant Learn:
ing Program. Aid for Famities with
Depemdemt Children, Public Health
MNursing, Head Stan, Ressdential Care,
the WIC (Women, Infants and
Children) progrum, commumty health
grants, social services block granms and
child physical  amd sexual  jibuse
(ORI

Heanmgs betore the Legoslaturne this
et provided us with a gnm overview
ol the status of children:

*Alaskn rinks iriglllh i thie mbion

i infant mortality

oAlaska runks second n
neciatal deaths.

eAlaskn excecds the natwonal
avernge for bibies bum with Feuwl
Adcohol Syndrome by more than [0

ol

percent,

oJuvenile and young adult suicede in
Alaska has reached  extreme
proporions,

® The ciseload for child protection
workers 15 five to seven timies higher
than the national average

N set of public or private agencies,
child -care systems, sooml workers.,
teachers or friends can replace the
critical role of the child’s purtemts,

The mgh calling of ™ "parenthood "
st be more adequately recognized,
respected and honored in our society

a1 s also important to recognize
that in today's society governmen
does play an important role in help
ing  parents,  including expectant
parents, be more elfective.

At the time of this writing, Final
budgetary decisions have not been
mide. Many of these progrums fall
within the Health, Education arnd
Socinl Services budget.

As chairmn of the Senate Subcom-
mittee on HESS, | am attémpting to
meet the priorines of the Chldren’s
Cuucus within our budget guidelines




