Murkowski praises Interior ANWR report

by Sen. Frank Murkowski

Sbdbierimrnd o0 [pderr s pppon
it fhie Aictie Matkd Wdlie Reluge

Thas report is the culmination of a
long and detailed process of analysis
und public serutiny,

With its release, the sdimministration
Is saying to the American people, let's
mot wanit until the next energy crisis —
when we are all once aguin stunding
i gas lines and blaming the govemn-
ment — o worry aboul our encrgy
fulure

Keep i mund that our dependence
em imported ol hos jumped from 27
percent o 40 percent. That 15 con
siderably greater than the level i the
19705, which precipitated the energy
crsis. Without question, new sources
O aul must be located.

s sigmbicant that Intenior
Secretary Domald Hodel has recom
mended  full fessing of the et
Coastal Plinn. By doihp so he s

detir astrating & fll unde rsanding that
our secunty depends on governmeni
acting wisely und doing so now

It is essential that we know the sive
of our domestic reserves. This repont
shows a grasp of the high potential of
finding substantial reserves in ANWR

I commend Secrotary Hodel for -
dressing 1ssues raised in comments on
the cruft report, in particular the im-
pact of ol acthivities on caribou.

Careful review of data and public
comments resulted in g finding that
there i no permanent core calving
areq. Instesd, the canbou calve in
cencentraled numbers i u variety ol
different locations from year 1o year.
Fhis findl repon recognizes this and
prroyects the IﬂlﬂlL’l of exploration ac-
tivites on caribou will be minmual

Thime who attempt 1o explont fear
pver the well-being of caribou that live
m ANWHR ignore the Prudhoe Bay
caApenence

There were about 3,000 caribow in

Those who attempt (o
exploit fear over the wall-

being of caribou. . .ignore
the Prudhoe  Bay
experience.

r—

Prudhoe Bay in 1972 Today that
number his increased  Five-fold
nearly 14,000, There 1s no ether/on
choice. We can have both ol and
wildhfe protection.

Ths informatve report wall be the
toundation for the legistanve effor w
open the Coastal Plain. 1 look forwind
b beginning that )mh.'t:u SO0,

The Departmentof Intertor recent
Iy released ity report on ANWE 1)
Congress and revommended that the
enttre Coastal Plamn of the refuge e
opened to oil and pas exploration
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