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Not many people think of it ths
way, bul we are ILE only place in the
world where the super powers share
b commaon border

Alaskn 15 not only a big and
resource-rich land, it 15 also located
on the Soviet border. When we think
of a Soviel border, we tend (o think
of Europe or Finland — rarely Alaska,

Daily, Europe and Finland have in-
werachion with Russin. So do those in
China and the Asian world, Yet
Aluska has none. Oh, sometimes we
hear about a Russian plane coming into
LIS, aur space or about Russian fishing
boats or disputed ternitories, but moch
of that s negative and not represen:
tiative of how most Sibernan  amd
Alnskan people are living their hives.

Adinski has Titthe-to-no say about ouy
inlerchange with the Soviets, Uver the
past five years | have been made more
v more aware of that fact as | spend
miany months of ench year Nying bet-
ween Mosoow, Siberia, Washington
anid Alaskn.

I foct, Tam sitting inoa hotel room
in New York on Easter Sundav.,
writing this for the Tundra Times

I have just spent the past week in
Washington and in New York, atten
ding high-level meetings with the
Soviet deputy ninister of health, the

under secretary of health of the United
Siotes und with the U.S5. Surgeon
Cieneral,

Within those walls of govermment,
thousands of miles from Aluska and
Siberin, our destiny was discusyed

My goal was simple enough: work
with vur neighbors o study and 1m-
prove health for ull Northerners, The
Siberians want that as much as we do,

While much of that decision ix oul
of Alaskans™ hunds, there 15 o ground-
swell of enthusiasm for this program

Attending meetings with me in
Washinglon was the Dr. William Kep-
pler, University of Alaska-Anchorage
vice chancellor of academic affairs,
who was pleasantly surpnsed 1o see
how many  individuals back Eaw
recognize the importance of the LJA-
Siberian Medical Research Progrom
wod have pledged their suppornt to us.

As of this moment, we are collec
tng the names ol individuals from all
over Alaska, the United States and
even Canada. All of these many names
are being pul on computer disks under
the six areas of our Siberinn agree-
mient. and plans call for the formation
oof teams and the actual writing of the
work plans and grants thas Tall.

The Umiversity of Aluska has imade
this program ane of its priority. pro-
prams, and it has been supporied by
bh the Legshuture and the govermon
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as well as vareons comumries anund
Alnska.

Other events will be happenimg that
will be of interest o you. Soviel
micdical scientists will be m Alaska thas
fall to pive mlks on thewr work n the
North and the development of their
twindra and their people

Powand the end of the year, we plan
(o publish o book that will be a gunde
lor people domng medical research i

Now is the time
to write and tell us
who you are and
how you would
like to get involv-
ed. All you need Is
the will to see
Alaskans and
Siberians working
together side by
side.

Sibera

Mo 15 the time o ownte and el us
who your are and how vou woulkd like
gt anvolved, All vou need s the
will 1o see Alaskans and Siberiims
working wogether side by side

Let us know you care, and wriie o
UA-Siberian Medical Rescarch Pro
grim, 3211 Providence Dove. An
chorage Y9508

Come and muake lstory with s’



