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inspires writer

by Paul Swetzof
for the Tundra Times

Unalaska High School seniors
Danielle Avila and Amy Looby were
a greal inspiration to me recently.
They wrote an outstanding and in-
sightful letter to the Tundra Times.

These two young women have
demonstrated that youth can care about
their community, be aware of their
history and use their knowledge for
great insight. They have shown us ex-
actly why our cultures will not only
survive, but prosper.

All that the next generation needs
from us is support, education and the
knowledge mppo heritage which they can
only ct from their relatives and
w e]ders will then do a very

]u-'bnfhtl ing to preserve the
gcncrntmns of the ture and the en-
vironment which will sustain them.

Danielle and Amy's letter was
sparked by the mw ngofa
J processor and the subsequent
oil spill from that ship. This incident
caused them to =1prﬂs their frustra-
tion and anger at much more than the

oil slick. They :?ercd their outrage
that the people of Unalaska seemed to
be lusmg control over their destiny.
discussed a Japanese processor
wms fouling the beaches and kill- -
ing marine life armn:l the island. They
are angry that the Japanese refused to
give permission to takethe ship to sea
and sink it. They wondered why the
same foreigners who are fouling
Unalaska also have an unrelenting
economic grip on the town.

These two high school students had
the insight to see the economic,
political-and corporate games that are
being played out on their island.

g:r tting it all together and
realizing thc, nrll games that other peo-
ple were playing with their lives, they
had the courage to do something about
it. They publicized the truth. These
two teen-agers showed everyone that
we don’t need to take it any more.

What the Japanese are doing to the
Aleut homeland of Unalaska, is a good
example of what outsiders and big
money interests (and I include some
of our Native corporations) are doing
to villages all over Alaska. They are
holding our lands, un&rmmgg ::
governments, .
playing high games with all of
the above with the money which was
supposed to be a settiement for the 91
percent of Alaska we gave up (at $3
an acre), in that thing we lmulj' call
a Native claims nt.

I know that Danielle and Amy are
going tn continue to do battle against

thuu ople who invade our
ora t, without ever
canng fur the land, water and wildlife

which is so much a part of us and
without which we cannot survive.

I want them to know how very much
| respect them. They are an example
to me, and I hope to everyone who
learns about them and from them.

They might be wet behind the ears,
but we can all learn plenty from them
and all of the others who have taken
it upon themselves to fight the good
fight.

And one more thing: Amy and
Danielle should know that we are go-
ing to stand with them to win back and
preserve our homelands. We can’t win
without them, and they can’t win
without us.



