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"I"II" would like to say somesom-somsome-som-

thing
some-

thing
&-¬-

thing different,, but I'mIm' afraidafraldafrald-
that

afraid-
thatthat the future does not looktooklook-
very

took-
veryvery brightlrightltight.."" These were theth-
ew

the-
wordswordsw:ds of Allen MersonMer8Oll ,. deputydeput-
ydil

deputy-
directordirectordildirectorCtor' of ASCAP ., concernconcern-concern-
ing

concern-
ing -¬-
ing the highly confusedconfuaed coneon-eonbon-boneon-
dition

bon-
dition

-¬-

dition of Alaska'sAlaskas' legal aidaid-
to

aid-
toto the poor programprosram .

The highly important propro-pro-
gram

pro-
gram

-¬-

gram came to a screechingscreeching-
halt

screeching-
halthalt in AnchorageAnch rage twotw weeksweeksI-
IgO

weeks-
agoagoIIgO when lay-memberslaymembers--- andand-
attorney

and-
attorneyattorney members of theththe-
boardboard of trustees split...

The four lay-memberslaymembersray-membersray--- of thethe-
board

the-
boardboard subsequentlysubsequeJltly resignedresigned-
leaving

resigned-
leavingleaving the board in what isis-
probably

is-
probablyprobably an inoperableinoperable condicondi-condi-

tion
condi-

tion
¬-

tion .
The controversy was allegalleg-alleg-

edly
alleg-

edly
¬-

edly Overver selection of a dir-dirdir-
ctor

didir-
ector

.-
ectorctortor forfoaro , Jthalstatewiderhea:6tatewiderhea6tatewide:l> tatewide legallegal-
1I8S1stanc

legal-
'assistance'assistanceassistance'assistance1I8S1stanc program.,. A dirdidin-1din1-din1e-
ctor

. ¬. " ,
ector was never selected., alal-alal-
tbdugh

al-
though

¬-
thoughtbdugh there was only oneone-
final.applic8I1tAllen

one-
finalfinalfinal.applic8I1t-Allenfinal.applic8I1tAllenfinal.applic8I1tfinalapplic8I1tAllenApplicant-AllenApplicantAllen. - Merson ,
designedde8igned of the Legal y\iryirAir\ proP\'OP'OOplcP'O-
gram

plc-
gram \'gram and ASCAPAS CAP deputy dirdir-dir-
ector

-.¬

ector . McrsonMerson is also an attatt-att-
arney

att-
orney

--¬

orneyarney .

Each side accusedaccu8ed the otherptheretherpther-
of

ether-
ofof power plays . However ,.

while most attorney membersmember8member8-

undoubtedly

members-

undoubtedlyhadundoubtedlyundoubtedlyhadhad genuine mismilt-miltmis-milt-
glvings

mis-
givings

-¬-
givingsglvings ,. the Tundra TimesTimes-
learned

Times-
learnedteamedlearned last week that sevsev-sev-
eral

¬.-
eral members of the boardboard-

Were

board-
werewere philosophicallyphilosophicaIly opposedopposedC-

ootfnuod

opposed-
CtFnued( CootfnuodC-tFnuedCtFnuedCootfnuodonCtFnuedon- on PPage. ;. 8)8)
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to00 the program andDIId delibondel1beratlydeliberatlydel1beratly-
inwl'Jected

deliberatly-
interjectedinterjectedinwl'JectedinwlJectedinwl'Jectedcollinterjectedconfusion' confusioncoll 'JsionJsion' intomto thethe-
loeeting

the-
meetingmeetingloeeting .

What is the future of the propro-
grnm

pro-
gramgramgrnm ? AccordingAccordmg to MersonMerson-
and

Merson-
andandandothersothers not very bright ifif-
Alaska

'Alaska drops tnethe ballb.illbillb.illnowballnow. now .

The legallegl.llleglll. aidIUd programprogrnm is fedfed-fedfed-
erally

fed-
erally

-¬-
erally funded andwidwidnonp.ymoneynonp.ynonpynanny, . isIS-
gettwg

is-
gettinggettinggettwg tighter onn the federalfederal-
levellewl10'11'110111level' ..

At stake areure $ 380XoOOOWOx)0WOx0, , ,
<(X)0X0) inIn-

f
in-

federalfederalderalfderalf\-f\.-> funds from the OfficeOffice-
of

Office-
ofof EconomicEcollOmlc OpportunityDpportulIJtx , toto-
run

to-
runrun thelhe legal1gal1 {'-galgal- a\dad8\d8aid.\ programprogrnm inin-
Al

in-
AlaskaAlaskaAl ska . The moneymoaey has bet-nbetnw'nwnbeenw'nc-
ommitted

been-
committed

-'
committed to the Alaska propro-pro-
Ject

pro-
ject

-¬-
ject hiltblltbut not yet transmittedtranslllItted .

ASCAPASf'APASfAPASf'APofficlulsASCAPofficials' officialsofficluls fearfeur thisthis-
money

this-
moneymoney mayInaY be in jeoputdyJoopudyjeopaidy .

KloreFlore LekanofLekl1oflekaulofLek, l1of, localloull

ASGAPASCAP coordinatorroordinator , alsoIIIalso-
pointed

SOSO-

popointedpo nted 'OutOut' that Alaska isis-
competinr

is-
competingcompetingcompetin/rcompetinr/ wrthwith places likeIlkoIlko-
Los

like-
LosLos Angeles andWid CaliforniaCalCalifornia-
for

ifomi aa-
forfor legal servicesservice! money , andIllIdIllId-
that

and-
thatthat thetho competition forfO fundsfunds-
Vu

funds-
wouldwould\VuVu\() ld becomehecome greatergre att'tattt' evenevon on0on-
top

III-
Itoptop of the generalgenet'sgenets' ! tightening1tig'1tenmgtig1tenmgtigutening' '

of federal funds .

Merson , who helped d3eigntbSlgndsigntbSlgn-
the

dsign-
the

_,
the legallegalservIcesservices programpNgram ,
said he had made every efforteffort-
to

effort-
toto make thdthe program successsuccess-success-
ful

success-
fu

-¬-

fulfulfu 1..
Helie told the T.mdraTmdraTrmdra., TimesTimes-

that
Times-

thatthat originallyonglnally the board hadhad-
be

had-
beenbebeenon'nn(' mademanic up of equalequequalnuanaIaInmllnumnmll-nmllnuan-nuannmll-
bers

nua-
nhers

-¬-

bershers of membersmemhers from'omom!' thethl' le-leIe-Iele-
gU

Ieg-

1.l
le-

gal
---

gUg1.lg1lgal. profession and8nd laymenlayrne", .

Hetie saidsaliIsaliIlomesome/lomelome/ attorneyuttoruey hadhudhud-

been
had-

beenbeen concerned and thatthllt they

hadhwJ amended the programprogrwn toto-
give

to-
givegive the legal profession a88-
nll

a-
majoritynllmajorityonly on the boardbolltd...

Merson saidBaid he didn'tdidntlidn'tlidnt! ' knowknolVknolV-
what

know-
whatwhat elseelAe could<.:ould be done asideaSide-
from

aside-
fromfrom giving the legal profesprofe9--profe9profes-profe9-
slon

profes-
ston

-¬-
sionslonston complete control of thethe-
program

the-
programprogram . Helie added that hehe-
thougH

he-
thoughtthoughtthougH thelhe willingness ofof-
ASCAP

of-
ASCAPASCAP andlUll! OEODillOUDillnOUinin! n Son FranFrUlIoFrUlIo-

CISCO

.
Ciscociscw to go along with givinggiving-
attomeys

giving-
attorneysattorneysattomeys a majority on thethe-
bourd

the-
boardboardbourdboardcertainlycertainlyrtmnlv indicatedindlcllu'dindlclludindlcllu'd-
they

indicated-
they

'
they werewet'ewete' not trying to runruarua-
the

run-
thethe whole show6now .

The youngyollng ASCAPAOCAP directordir'CtordirCtordir'Ctor-
8Ud

director-
stud

('said8/Ud8Udstud/ the refusalJ/usalJusalJusalofrefusalof'( '/ of theUII' boardhoardhoard-
to

board-
toto acceptoccppt him asOB didldirectorrector wasWI18WI1-
8no

was-
nono personalpprsonal tragedytrll/edytrlledy/ : to hira111mham111-
mbut

ham-

butbut thatthot he WHSWIISwas deeplydCl'plydClplydoe'plydoeply'' conmn-mncon-conmn-
cpnll'd

con-
cerned

¬-

cernedcpnll'dcpnlld' forfur thelhp futurefuturp of theUIIthe-
prograun 'programprograunprogr IUn .

"TheThe" realreul tragrdjtrllgpdtragedy ) IHisI Ii furforfo-
rIthut

for-
ah"utaxutIthutah"utahut! ". , JO.OOOJOOOO50(10)5010IiOO(

.,
( ()( }) AlfcwkuiisAII1HkullAiiakaii, to1010-

whom
to-

whomwhom thisthlB programproi'lImproilIm.'! representr'pr"jrprjrepressrepress-
ed

( ' ('" 1'11111111'11-

1pd

'nt1/1! (/

edpd thiUIIthe>' difference[hffen 'l'plp' betweenh.tw"l'nh.twlnhtwlnh.tw"l'n-
hl.lplesH'1'H

between-
helplessness

. " 'helpleflhnemhl.lplesH'1'Hhl.lplesH1HhllplesH1Hhelplessness. " ,' ' on oneonl ' hundheadhmu ) ,

midIIl1dandIIl1dIanditIit. kiowlcdgikInWI'cglkInWIcglklowledgt! '! of UieuI1IPI/I1IPItheirI1IPI-
rlghls

their-
rights

rr/r
rightsrlghls onOilau thelh, ' otherotn'rotnr[ ' ,." Mersmi1'r11r1Mt' ('rwrw-
'miiL

"''ar11,

said'miiLmiiL'!' oHl
said"A'miiL"A

"AA" legalI'RIIIIRIIII'RIIIKl'rHlegalsev( ' service-serviceserviceattorneyKl'r\HKl'rKlrHsev' \ ivos' [ ' - , attorney1I1Iattorney-
be

'rIII'YrIIIYrIII-'YboS
> ''YY' Vy

beiomcwboSbe. . ernars( , '" ,
mi1111an ndvutHleadvsicalenJV\JnJVJ\ ( all ' furfor thetillthth-

poor 'eI''

poor ,. " heIw stilted"lali\"lalilalistated"lali"What" '!\.. "WhatWhat" isItt-

nee'de'd
"

needed11,1I.d111I.d111Idnee'de'dnee'de'dib(, '!' .' ihib' 8 aIIit programpl'OrlUlIplOrlUlIpmkriun'!( thuttlutthat, renr( -¬
sultsstiltssull '! ii1:111iii;: change'hIIllKIhIIllKI(' ' ,. reformrefirmnnfT' /fT/fT/((fTIt)(/ ,. testItlestlest-
r

.., t'
(1181'811818r( usesabob' , andnndnndn.wandnew. liiwlaw-law1/1\-1lawas11I,, .,newn.wnw /\'->- as/IIn/II11/IIn/ ren-nrt -¬

_ , _ ,- -. -. - -.-

sultBultstiltBultofofofcourtcourt judgements . "
MersonMerso1l also pointedpuipointedoutntedntedoutoutout-

that
out-

thatthat bothbolh the FaiFairanks"banksbanks"':ankBranks andWidWid-

Anchorage
and-

AnchorageAnchorage Bar AssociationsAssociationBAssociationB-
had

Associations-
hadhalhad* beenheen concernedconcernetl aboutahout thethe-
lacklackllckoflackofllck of legallegalservIcesservices avail111'811-111'811111811avail-111'81-

1allle
avail-

able
' ¬-

ableallle to thelhe needy andondacid hadhad-

commllu'es
had-

committeescommitteescommllu'escommllues' to invesIIIVI'B-IIIVI'BIIIVIBinves-IIIVI'B-
ti

inves-
tigate '-¬-

tigateti llte thetIlB problem .

ExpreflsjngF.xpre/lsngF.xprelsngF.xpreFxprelsngExpressing. / ) concern overoverJ-

O
over-

possiblepossible( JO SSI bl e fragmentationfragmentallCn of thethe-
Il'gal

the-
legallegalIl'galIlgalIl'galservIceslegalservices' services program intollltolllto-
locn

into-
locallocallocnlocalareas! areas , Merson enidBlUdsaid hehe-
fell

he-
feltfeltfell such programsProktcllJ'sProktcllJs' wouldwould-
prohahly

would-
probablyprobablyprohahly not be adequate .

The IninhIJlHlhbush needslII'edslIIedsweds' to be servserv-serv-
I'd

serv-
ed

¬-

edI'dIdI'd1e' be\1e1ehe\ pointedpointedoutout , andacid a locIourocroc-
ally

¬.
allynlly controlledl'ollrolledlollrolled' ! program couldcoulcould-
ire

dd-
heheire RubJ'tRubJtniubJec!'(' t to loea1local prPARlIJ'eeprPARlIJeepressures' ..

LIIIILegal, er'(<{al servicesRCrvICE'BRCrvICEB' attorney1iItolTley wouldI\ouldIouldIould-
eften

would-
often

\
jfteneftenoften be facingracing localoclll[ attorattor-attor-
neys

attor-
neys

¬-
neys inIII the courtsCtJU.tBCtJUtBcsuits) . andwHIwHIwouldwouldwould-
often

would-
oftenoften have to dodoullpOPllIunpopularunpoptilarullpOPllIunpoptilar-
things

urur-
thHlgsthingsthHlgs , Merson explainedeXjJlwlledexplannenLexplannenL-

fie
.

HeIIIfie' said thatthal locallylocoll )' basedbaspdbaspd-
legal

based-
legallegal service attorney should1ouId3should-
be

1ouId-
bebe responsible only to theirtheir-
slate

their-
statestateslate directordlrecLOr . The statestale dirdudiss-dissdis-
sector

"¬-
ectorectar isIB responsibleresponBlble to thethe-
stotewlde

the-
statewidestatewidestotewlde boardbonrdbonrdonboardonon which thethe-
local

the-
locallocal area is representedrl'Pre/lenlcrl'PrerlPrelenlc' / iJ>..

InIII a8 talk to the AnchorageAnchorage-
Our

Anchorage-
BarBarOur Association lastlaBt MondayMonday-

Met'son

Monday-
MersonMeraonMet'sonMetsonMerson' told thetile group thatthat-
ASCAP's

that-
ASCAP'sASCAP'sASCAPs' only concern'unc'emuncem(' ' hafhalohashas-
been

>

been\ )(>{'I! a meaningfulmenmngful programpl\JgrrunplJgrrun\ n toto-
provIde

to-
provideprovide legallegalb'rVII'PAlegalservicesbervieesb'rVII'PAbrVIIPAservices( ' ' to thethlthe-
poor

'
poorponr ..


