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,

Gamer Cannot'; :b* Treateda-1a1to"i'yto amam-
y

am-

I'
.

". ' y
.

' " I'! : '

Ti'iTii'
.
' > ' * * -

, * J-lJl- ' ' '! V-VVi' - i M-TMT- '" I ; a
"

; ,' Like ,

'{Domestscafeasti a-'ta-t AnimalsnIii ;,,
,

"f'IfI
" '." ' "'

, 1y JLguice
'

ciN; N: Ellisonl i "
, _',A recent 'articlearticleaztIcle writtenWitten py'jpyjPYIlays

,,.
Mr.jMrjMrMr.yPaul.Elbetrt'appearedMryPaul.ElbetrtappearedMryPaulElbetrtappeared. ) ; Paul 'AlbertAlbert.ElbertElbert'.. ' appearedappeard failiin ;:, ,'
tbiathithisthisnewspaper" rwwspaperMWepapernewspaper, andan4 the article-articlearticle.-
suggested

articlarticle-articlearticle.-
suggested

-.;,'
.suggestedsuggested,8uggested8uggested., that more stringetstringer ;,,

contraQOolMcontrol) measuresmeasurelimeasures should beembeersbe.*,',;:; ,

ployedployedJployedJtoployedto,: , to :'controlcontrol'! ,
Al9ska'8Al9ska8AI'lIb'sAIlIbsAlaska'sAlaskas' ' ,"

wolf'I/olf'IIolf'/ populations., the implica-implicalmplica-/lmplicaimplica'timplicatimplica-
tiona

lmplica-
tions

--' ,/! '

tionationsbone beingbelpgbe llg''' that ' sucheuch t tontroltontrotontnolt ',"

WouldImuld. uld leadlad, to game abundances.1abundances1abundwlceabundance...
!'

,=, I do notnotmtire1yieotirely\mtire1ymtire1yentirely\, shareehw hisbihiaa-
philoshy

..*

philoejphiloBphyphiloshy>,hy,hySIdandSId I'suspectsuspect'suspsuspI'suspectIsuspect' ct that '

anyonel1li011)'. makingmakinlllDman Basement-BasementassessmentBasement-
of

asse amoot -", '
,

of .predator-prey.predatorprey.predatorpredatorpreyr.preyrpreypredatorprey.predaf.- ., studies conconcone:.* ;;

'ductedducted to date willwiltwiltlotpot\lotlot\ reach.reach. . *"

MriMr., "II"'vElbert'BvElbertBElbert'sElbertsElberrt'sElberrts, ' ' ., conclusionsconclusionconclusionsi-
JAt

It.B.
,

/iJAtiJAtr4At/ At one point-pointpolntpointhopoint,, "- hohehomentions.mentionsmentions., .mentionsr
r, >

seeing fewfew calvecalVcalvedi* with a nurtt-vnurttvDnum-numnum-
her

JII-JII-JII-
her

- ';, '
berher of cow moose heheobservedheobservatobservedobservat;( ;,
nearneatnear ' the Alaska.Range.,{ and at8-88-
tributed

atr-atratr-
tnbuted

,"¬-

tributedtributedhistnbuted \hishisthis\his tot.o.to-wolftowolf'-Wolf'Wolf' predattoripredation . ,"'

;
i However , wCotoCo.somesome.some. years few !:;'

ofor the 'cowscows' cows on the .KenaiKenaiRenaiRenai-
fleninsuta

Kenai-
peninsula

.

Peninsuifleninsutapeninsulaa it , havdh8-vh8vhave'calveshavecalves- 'calvcalv' calvess , but ,.

this iai8is not due to wolves ' be-beboobec-

ause'there

be-, *'

cause-'therecause-therecausocause'therecausethere'' t.herethere. are'are." not10 'wolveswolves' ohonoil )
thetho KenaiKooal , PeninsulaPeninsuPetinsuia,a.. .LackLack., LackLack-
of

Lack-
ofof a calf crop in a moose herdhetdhetd-
ia

herd-
Isisia usually dueduo totter; a poor raneerangerange-
or

range-
oror ., an unusually i: hardhareibard. '' withermltermltertwinter, t, ,'

not to ptedationpredation..! "- " "

J; ,',

AlthoughAlthougb'Although*' it is naturalDabJrl\DabJrlDabJrlooough!\ enoughoooughooough-
for

enoughenough-

forfor at!' sportsmansport8tnsn :; to '-attribute
a-

ttributeattribuW'',,attribute ';;:''
lack of game to predation oror-
tJ

or-
tototJ( viewew gamegllllO) takentakoo by a predapreda-predpreda-
tor

"¬-
tor as being stolensMen fiomjheJO!from tt-
hunter'shunter'shuntershun 'slJlmgatgum , when thethQ; sunIlUmrum ofof-
the

of-
the

'.
the individual estsrcts,t& -' Islisconconoon-ooncon-conoo-
nid

con-
aldeed

-¬-

sideredaldeedid! inin-int.enns- termst.ennstenns. of the foulfro.tfrotfinefro.-
teffect

fine-
effects

:.
effectseffecteffects'of'ofof' the predatorsP .1atQra1atQra

.
on-onona-', a'

gameIBJDe,., populationPOP\llationPOPllation\ .,"'"
it-ititusuallyA.;,-

, usuallyusually-
worksworkss out that the'fewthefewthe few healthyheslthyheslthy-
animals'removed

healthy-
animals'removedanimalsanimals'removedanimalsremoved'removedremoved' by predatorspredators-
has

predators-
hashaahas littlelitUe or no influence onon-
the

on-
thethe availabilityAvailabUity'availavail' ability, of game toto'thetothe', the '<
hunterVhunterhunter.': V'1V1\VV4,1-4,1414,-

1aThis
\,,V-

This
'" '-

seemillogicalbut-ThisThisaThis-Thjs conclusion1condusionconclusion ' mqymay Iseemseem ,

illogical.butillogicalbut., the followingfollowmg disdi6"1di61dis-'gdis'ggdi6"1-
cus

dis'g-
cussion "*-';
cnssipncuscussionion JwllWill attempt to show8howshow-
that

'
,'

that it is1s ,
no'tnotoot

'
unreasonable V,

'

., AlthoughilAltooug\1ilAltooug1s \'
," . Mr . , ElbertEiM Says88'S88S,}' ,!.

that wild animalsan l1llds cancsn be men-menm-mman-manm-

aged
men-

aged
man-

aged
--

aged on , the ' eamejbasissame.asissameasissame .jlasis as8Sas-
domesticdomesticnie8tic ,: animals,;', '. nothing'nothing'

'nothinglnothingnothing-
could

Il
'

'

could , be farther from thethe-
truthtruth.truth5.. -55-. 5-

II willwinwillwillagree' agree that a .II.herdheyrd< rd ofof-
domesticcattledomesticcattledomesticmestic .>,* cattle; turnedtumed.loose3tumedloose3tumed.loose3-
Ip

.,looseloose-
i

',
inIpi '

,
thetbe midst11 dst of aa'lOllwolf\'lOll'lOlllOll\' packpack-

wouldwould notnoC survive long, butbut-
wild

,

wild animals8IIimals suchsueh oreA moosemOORe ,
'

caribou , and sheep"' possesspopossess-
physical

s ss
physicalhysic1 and behaviorialbehaviorist char-charctwchar-
acteristics

char-
acteniatics

.- ,

acteristicsacteniatics that haveItave allowedIIllowedallowed
,

thenthemthm to coexist with theirtheir-
predators

their-
predatorspredators ,", includingincludiJIincludiJI'IOlves,; <' wolves\'IOlves\'IOlvesIOlveswolves';'IOlves-
for \' ?\

'
;,
''

for a good numbernumber.oryearsnumberoryearsnumber'. ofof'yearsofyears'yearsyears' .

It isto true that a'highahigha 'highhlgh popJleJP-JleJPJleJP-
ulation

-:. ,

,ulationelation densiliteSdensititedensitites'ofdensititesof'ofof' game a-aa-
imals.predatora

arty* - '

imals.predatoraimalspredatoraimala.predatoimalapredatoimalspredators., ,. may take quitequite-
aa. few .individualsindividualsindividuala., .individualsBut. -ButBut-,' But as thethe-
high

the-
highhigh number of gamegam , animalsanimals-
is,is reducedrrouced ,. the predators , hahhohoEei+ Eeie'"'

,

toftJto travelkavel , fartherfarthet 'andand' and expfeiiiJexpdrkteJp k1 :'?

,.moremorelare. energy to take... game.rsogamersogamel80game , .; so,:
'
,

that 'aa' point iais reached where ':,;

the predators either turnterm to pnPnAn
(

;
'

Alternateltemate prey or.or. theth predatorspredators-
themselves

predators-
themselvesthemselves declinedeclileirJdeclirieig) in, numberdnumbersnumbers-

for

*"
for lacklac\laclacof\ of food., 1k i'lilrr-

rThis
' - _ .

rThisThis,"iThispoint , ofotof ' diminishingdinunlshfugldinishingdinishingt-
etume

miI "i-"ii" '

. returnstetumtetume 'is'alwayirisalwayir'is'alwayirachedis ' '
. .' always reachedached be-bebe-

fore
be.-

fore allsll the individualsindividuals' of aIiI-
ipre

a-
preypreypre)' species lais Caughtaughtught.. In-In-In-

jdeed
In-

deed
In-

deed
-

jdeed,
deed., how could Bioththe myriadmyriadofofof-
predatQrprey

of-
predatgrpreypredator-preypredatorpreypredatQr-preypredatQrpredatgrprey-- relationshipsielatio1\ahipsielatio1ahipsielationshipsielatio1ahips-
hage

ielationships-
have

\
havehage existedexistd over the milleniamillenhtmillentamillenh-
tot

millenta-
ofofot timetimettime'iftimeif'ifif'if itif werewere otherwiseotherwiBf). . '

., 'TheThe'TTe''' lynx-harelynxharelynx-hlWhlWlynxharetelationship--
,; relationshiprelationshiltrelationshilt.-

i
,

is.ii.lea4" ' a familiarfamilisr 'exampleexampleexllJ1\pleexllJ1ple', \ ' of., aa-
balanced

a-
balancedbalancedreyretat.lonJshippredator-preypredatorpreypredatopr edatoi-preyrelationyedatoipreyrelationyedatoipreyrelationy-
ship

-- reyretat.lon-Jreyretat.lonJreyretat.lonreyretatlonJrelation-relationrelation-
ship

. --
,

ship. :; ltIt differs Awnomfrom the prod-yprodypl'td-Jpl'tdpltdJprod-prodpro-
d"MY ');--- )
atofrprey"MYMY"rey ' relationship of .big.1big.1big1.biBbiBbig. ..

'

gamegll1D8 speciesspeciea in that the fluo-jfluojt1uoJt1uo-t1uoflue-fluet1uo-
uaction

flue-
eactione

-- J)

Factionseactione;uaction , in hare ' and
,

lynx 'jj'
",

,
'' abundanceabundanceare:tareare great-greatgreattanging,, '"

-, tangingtingingrangingranging-
from

, :

,tlftom, Aomfrom near-absencenearabsencenel11-abnel11ab'--- enc8!' to super-supersuper-
abundance

sUsuper-
abundance

et"- ,
;
,

.' '- abundanc\'- abundanc
a-

bundanc'- abundancof' abundance\' of both.. , '
The"hehe" , longer-livedlongerlivedlongerlivedl ngel'>-livedlivedIlivedbig

I(

big gamegamogame-
speciee. species-speciesllpecietttllpeciettspecieet' speciesusuallyspecieeusually- -usuallyusually.ususllyususlly-.

, remainemainiiemain '
,.
atat-

'fai
at-

'fairlyfairly'fairly'faifai' stableble populationpop n levels .,

.
, " ' ,

, .11
.

; .
1\1-

X

'
: "-i/"-ii"i-

'l
41"

.,

. X, 1/11:/" ''ll,'

whenwhenen Influenceint1uenceinfluence, bybybyIbyhbythi
I,
theh- predaprpdaptfda-ptfdaptfda-

tors
-¬,

torstore
')
theyhava(heyhef ,'. haveh

'
y" ,

livedttvlive4live4it"
withti'!' it. forrot,,

'"
agesIr.jmill,.IndeedIndeed.

d'ood\d'ooddoodd'ood'femovlnd:,'.eeidt ,
\' '-femov

f-emov'-remover-emove'ronove "
theseiheJthesethesepr.WW.l:"nor-nornor-

mal

pr:
Ir.jIrj|.<'-,

millmalpredatorsmal , predatorsprro.raprrora. "-

and
a-

nd
"'
and thetht-

hl
tefeultulultult-

with
, withwith.uebwithsucheuch.uebuebsuchsuchspecies. species ass 'mooWjs
:'deerdeer'
deer,.

'-
caribou

c-

aribou'
caribouaribou'andaribouand.,, "andand'and"' sheepsbel1 .paypay4"ay4ay.>"ay'

,bebethat-thatthat'thatrthethatrthe-' 'thethe'; the game ;;
willwiU Increasefncrell8e rapidlyrapid1y.t.qrapid1yt.qrapid1ytq.tyBijchjtyBijchj.tgsucb4tgsucb4. .tgsucb4-
bigh

. , suehlsuehl-
higllhighhigllbigh&, densities , thatthat-theythatthey,- they ,, jkjkHH

"
Staoyatroy the veryveriverivegetationves l Vegetation pro-propro-
viding

pfo-pfo-!

' themthElII.'' withwi foodrfoodiandd'lljIIddlljIId,' ( and ",
shelter-sheltershelter'Yphelter,belter. -'" ..- .,

J", 'YY;' iY>;.- ' AA-
'Then

4<,
'ThenThen'\ The , ' dueduoduetototo starvationrvationst ,, theUte ;'

gamekamegame population\declinespopulationdeclinespopulationideclines\ abab--aII-aIIaIIr-

upUy
ab-

ruptly
-<':j

ruptlyrupUy to ., a ' level ' far belowbelqwbelow-
that

,
bb-

below
that'that' which existed when pred-tpredtPred-Pred-
ators

predt-
store

--:

,' atoratorsstoretiFurthermorewere present"resentresent" ..
'

';: ,"'>vt , p
'., ti!i

,. FurthermoreFurthenoore,. thethegameepopujgame, :.-

, Jatipn'mayJatipnmayJattonlation ,
,'' may remainrem'ainmain' at thefthethe' urrtun-un-'un-

usually
un-

usually
-

.

,
. usually''

i"ilow,(lowow level , forof( ;: .manymany.,J1I1DY',
years because vegetation ' is ,"-because

b-
ecause

"b-
ecauserecover

,'"'-slow
s-

low'.often stow to1to ' recoverrewVft' after
,

'OveHOveH' over-browsingoverbrowsingover>-brdwstngrrOW6ingr,.. .:,' In ,, .factfacttact., ,, the !'

lichenslichene , 'ofof'ofI'ofcaii' of I;, cariboueantioucaii ,
'; ' winterwinter-

range
\

,
range may require-requireqIlirerequiremanyJ -.' many

'
de-jdejdde-3de3de3-

oeded
o\o\>oe-

adeltto
--

,

cadesoededeadeltto
*

to recoversrecoverver A ,. , _

\
,'"

. At this point thethl), sportsman
*

;',
is likely to interject the mm-
meet:'toenttoentlIIentmeet' !'wbf"whywhy>" hy not eliminate the !

,
predators and let mel1\el1ethe\ control '

the numberIlumber , of gamegPm animals,,wjthinVw.ithio-"theirw.ithiotheirw.ithiowithio"theirtheirithiri'theirithiritheir. -
", 'their ;'". food , supplysupplW) .' ,;' ;:;.

One reasonfe8B9n is that man doesdodoes-
not

l!
not selectsel t hiss preyprey\npreyn,',

,in\
'
thetthethe-

same

'

same mannerm8l1Det a predatorprrollto . does .;
'PredatorsPredators' ,, particularlyperticularly

" wolvesrolves,,
usuallysuallyp'suallypsuallyI' weed '-put-'-put

p-ut'-put"heavily'-put
p-

ut'-put
p-

ut'
-., ;!"heavilyheavily'heavilYIheavilYI'heavily"'heavily-

parasitized
'

parasitized,, diseaseddiseasedold"ordiseasedoldordiseasedold"oro-
therwiseinferior

,. .old/or1.oldor1.oldoldor1old/ororI;. /,"otherwiseotherwiseinferiorinferior individuals ,. '",

thus maintainingmaintaininghealthy
,;t1t1bealthy

. .healthybealthy-healthy.- ;

alert'almalm'alert' animals in a" game heardherd ',

( see ' "THETHE" ,. 'WOLVESWOLVES' OFOF-
ISLE

;

ISLE ROVALEROYALE by D1>,"., MecbMechJf, h.,
-"UU" U. S8",:'' Govt:.,' Printing OfficeOmce ,. :

n )" ,
*" '/,j-jjt'. -

"* ' i
'" t''-not

n- ot' '
,. A 'secondsecond'secondreasonreason \v

for not
eliminating predators is that ,

,",
in somesome remote areasareamesa manmsn earncan-cancan-
80t

can-
not

--;

not80t applyaWly the hunting pressurepressul'epressulepressure-
necessary ''

,,necessary '''

to JceepJteePbeep gamegaltugarde herdaberdsherdsherds-
withinwithin'within' theirtheidood, food Supplyupply . ' ,

,slim-slimnotslimslimpredators-p$x ; A third reasonfeasooreasons., for not eliio-eliioe1im-e1imeliio-
inpting

--
inptinglptingi predatorspredat.r is that somesome-
gameludinlFD1OQsIncludingbIncludingmoosegamegll1De populations ., IncludinginIncludingludinlF
mooseD1OQs,, '- sbeep

s-

beep' sheep, andnd caribouearibou.,
,

should be controlledcont1011ed , by theirtheir-
Datll'sl

their-
naturalnaturalDatl\l'slDatll'sllsl.\' , predatorspre4j11ors , because '

tIoPh81ttophtrophy1!, animalanimalsimalsa ., are morenoremore likelyliklikely-
to

yy-
toto be produqedproducedprodQ ed..

ft-predttftpredttA-_< pr°!.A * daedoes$ natnot seleselectselect-
for ttf-orfor trophyophyophyI1limalsanimals/I1limalsI1limals/ ,. whichwhictl areare-
usually

are-
usuallyusually . superiorsuperiorI1limalsanimals/I1limalsI1limals/ inin-
both

in-
bothboth intellect and hornhom or antani-aniantiani-
ler

anti-
ter !-¬

lerter size.sizesize. ..

gaml'popuatioP. Or/iOriOr1theOr/{, athethe ". other' handband,, ,.gamlgamegame
';;

''populationpopulation'popuatioPpopuatioP''
pc!atiopee 'controlledcontrolled'conttQlledconttQlled' en-enen-

'tirely
en-en-'ent-

irel
en-

'tirelyby
-

'tirelytirely'tirelybytirelyby', tirel ., by manmmmanmmaremanareare unlikely to
'produceproduce', *' as 'manymany' .trophytrophy., aniani-aniani-
trials

*-'";
iJIlalstrialsmal a becausebecaue the heavyMavyhfavy hunthunt-hunhunt-
ing

.-¬
ing pressure that is necessarynecessary-
fctofc,)necessaryto

., controlcontrol-controlsuchscontrolsuch'- such-suchsuchasuchs-,' a populationpopulation-
y

'

Iy removesremovesj1Iupettorso1/jjsb(/ many olderolder'superoldersuper'Super1Super11Iupet-1Iupet' -='
, lortorlot .-individuals

i-
ndividuals., btdividualsIndividuals ;,, that. theretherQ

, isi ''

littleUttle chancechsnco many7menyiD1l'nD1ln' ' willwiltwilll'PachwilllPachreach' '

;: trophyophy'aseophyase.
.'
',

age.. ,.
.\. ;} . *. . s",. >'.. ,.,r

Now'wheiNowwheiNowwhlliNow,1whatNow1what.,'! ; about thosethc) e moremore-
accessible

more-
accessibleaccessible .areasareas., &rere&8 ' where man'IanIanfnan!'.-rdoesdoes want1want "' ' to ,. <,' harvest .

'largelarge'tlllletlllle"urgeurge'" "

numbers"numbers
" of game animalanimalsanimalsa and
I
' 'isis' isisI'notnotI' not sq8Qsal ; concernedconcemed "- about

a-

bout"-
abouttrophy"aboutabout"aboutt-

rophy

""'about
',

trophy animalsanttale811ant' aletale... In this situa-situasitu-situsitue-situesitua-
A

situ-
tion

situei-
on

&--
_ _ . _ ."

. _ _A : LwL Ai--lAil- - ' * i ; ' tJ\, tion, ion whwhee the'objectivtheobjectivthe objectivei Iiis fGtofG-
1I1airttaln

to-
'maintainmaintain1I1airttaln'maintain'maintaina/aala/a highbigh density , ofofg-

BJD
of-

gamsgamegamsgBJD and., concurrentlyconcWTentJy . allowaJlowaJlow-
hunters

allow-
huntershunters to cropcrop the gamegam heav-heavhearheav-
ilyj

heay.;-""

'UyUy'flyfly' ilyj, ,. somesame measurespleasures ofDf 'fcreda-fcreda'predapredapredsfcreda-
tor

:-.
. tor.tor. controloontrol ( but ' notnonot:' e1imeliminaaeliminana:.¬ :;

, tinnytion) mayll18)ll18may)" bobe JuaUfiableJustifiable... .'',;" ' \
,

'
, I/cannotIcannotjC8l1Dot;I /cannot condone a doctrineckJtrindoctrine-

eliminationOobronlyi-irir-751;, elimtrtotionelimlllatiolHlObonlyelimination-OobronlyeliminationOobronly! :;';- trot 'onlyonly' bebe--be-be-
caul

be-bebe-
cause

¬-
causecaul\caulcaul'of!\' ;:'ofof' of theths 'beneficialbeneficial' 'ininIn-In'in-'inInl-
luence

'in-
fluence

' -¬-
fluencelluencelluenceoofo predatorspredatore '

. alrealreadydy '

mentionedmootO1ed "butbut"bulals4",, llibled. becauseOOcallse
.-
already

a-
lready

ti
feehitfeelit* blmorallyrallrwJoD-rallrwJoD;:wrong&- :, to .

' ,
tempttmpt'destru'ctioqmptdestructioqmpt'destru'ctioqortempt'' destructiondestruction' , ofor a epediesspeeciesepe eses-
that

;;,:
-thatthat'-.that 'isis18' notnot'jeopardixingnotjeopardixing'jeopardizingjeopardizingjeopardbing' ; '' the ,

welfare'welfare' of man ,. ' .whichwhichwhieh.,.'thathaI'f thEhthEh-
'y.ro1fia

thethe-
wolf i.'
'y.ro1fiay.ro1fiayro1fia';.wolf is not., :;*" " r* ' " " *

At thirtthhithis pointppointlnt it shouldshoJd '
be '

'mdmd'mentioned'IIICf1tionedIIICf1tionedntioned that it-is-itisitisoftenit!tieo.,;-is,;:- often .,
not. . - , '. "tf,

. ' 1

"

"

, necessarynne3cesseuyssl1Y+ , toIo'practi-

ce

Iopracti-

ce'practicepi ce preda-predapreda-
tor

prod
"

&'- ,

'tortor;
' tor, controlcqntrol , even ' Jflf(' one doe'8fdoe8fdQesdoesdoes-
desie

'

,
: desiredesiedeSi-edeSie.-{ to jnaintainrnaintaidm;l.intaiJ\l.intaiJl.intaiJa. \ a.Ughhigh., den-dendent-dentden-
aityof

den-
teityof

-- !'

, aityofsityofeityof, gamegmne fofotfor* the bunter.beJbunterbeJbwrrterbehunterb.,
1

,

.causecause"cc."', causese asaslhthe) numbernum of1>t gamei O :;;
animals'animals'> removedret\lOvedretlOvedremovedIncreases\ /IncreasesIncreases/:: ,. '
thetho number11um of young'QungQung)' produced .,

, by1by' thej-'survivoTthej'survivoTsurvivoTthe ' -:'survivor increases. '

*.
j .
,"' Thie4n.i1Jni1JThis. .,* isfes ,particularly4trueparticullytrueparq

'
y., true OfOf-

moose
t :

'-
moose

m-

oose'
moose., deer/deerdeerJdeercaridue ',, /,,;' caricanboucariboubou ,;, :[! ,, and1and
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',"theberdtheberd"
: , the herdherdf'4.. ;, "

,

'
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s fe-:*.
"-

males
m-

ales'"'males/'malesmales' Mal es /!: / ,
' ,

era"l
.
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.
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