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pulo-plw md 1 suspect that

anyone making an ‘assessment

of predator-prey’ studies con*

dncwd to: date will ot reach
 Elbert’s - conclusions.’
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predators and let me control:
‘the number of game animals
_within their food supply.’”

One reason is that man doés
not  select his prey. in the
same manner a predator does. '
"Predtots, particularly wolves,
_wsually weed out ‘‘heavily
parasitized, diseased, old, or
otherwiseinferior individuals,”
- thus mmntunmg healthy,
‘alert animals in & game herd:
(see  “THE WOLVES OF
ISLE ROYALE by D. Mech.,
"U. 8 Gavt. ‘Printing Office,

$1),

A semnd reason for not
is that '
in some remote areas man carn-
not apply the hunting pressure
necessary t keep game herds:
‘within their food supply.

- A third reason for not elim-
inating predators is that some
game . populations, including
moose, sheep, ‘and earibou,
~ghould be ‘controlled by their
natural - predators. because
trophy animal s are more hke'
to be produced.

A predator’ doss not select
for trophy animals, which are
usually | superior. animals in
both intellect nnrl horn or ant-
fer size.

Jithé other: hand, game

ulatiors ‘controlled  en-
‘tirely by man are unlikely to
produce as' many trophy ani-
mals because the heavy hunt-
ing pressure that is necessary
to. control- such a popul ation
; ‘8¢ many older super:
ior_individuals that' there is
little chance many will reach
trophy age.

Now, whut about those more
accessible areps where man
does ‘want to. harvest large
nurbers of game animals and
is not sq concémed about
trophy aniymals, In this situa-
tion whege the objective is to
‘maintain #a high deusity of
game and eoncurrently allow

not to predation.

{ Although it is natural enough
for & sportsman to attribute’
lack of game to predation or
tovnewgame taken by a preda-

a8 being stolen from the

the individual ects is con-
aidered in terms of the final
effects of the predators on a:
game population, it usually
worhe out that the bfew healthy
y
has litlle or no influence on
the ‘avail ability of game to' the
hunter. -

This conclusion may seem
illogical,but the following dis-
cussion will ‘attempt. to. show
that it is not unreasonable .

‘Although  Mr. Elbert says:
that wild animals can be man-
aged on the same basis as
domestic - animals, rnothing
could  be farther from . the
truth. .

I will agree that a herd of
domestic catle tumed loase. .
in the midst of a wolf pack .
would ' not survive long, but:
wild animals such as moose,
caribou, and’ sheep possess
physical and behaviorial char-
. acteristics that liave allowed
them  to .coexist with their
‘predators,  including wulves.
for a good number of years.
It is true that a high pop-
.ulation densitites of game an-
imals,predators may: take quite
a few individuals. But as the
' high number of game animals

i8 reduced, the predators hide
"to travel farther and. expéitd’
more eftergy to take: game,: 8o
that ‘a point is reached where

the predators either tum to an

altemate prey or the predators
themselves declinein numbers
for lack of food.

This  point."of ' diminishing ‘i
retums-is always reached be-
ftm all the: individuals of a

rey .species ‘is caught. . In-
deed. how could the mynnd of

i

have existed over du_a millenia

ily, ‘some measures of preda-
of time if it were otherwise.

. 'The lynx-hare telationship - tion) may be justifiable. '
y iu a familinr example’ of a l cannof. condone a doctrine
liminatiop: tiot ‘only be-

ship. ‘It differs from mem/ cause. of the beneficial in-
ator-prey relationship of big 1l of
gamo specics fn thet the fiuc- | mentioned but, alsd because 1,
:mnldim in mﬂ'md l‘yl'nx‘::tit mﬂfymyﬂo&i i
ce are great, fan, ng ofa €8
. from near-absence o’ super- | Miamiwmﬂzingthe
abundance of both. welfare of ‘man, Vlhicll “the;
.. The longer-lived bi; game wolf ie'not
‘gpecies usually remain at = At thin point it should be
fnhly mble populd.ion levaln muﬂmed M it is olkn not

hunters to crop the game heav-
. tor control (but not . elimina-

’l‘hus it 8, oﬂm possible
for man to hunt both the preda-;
“tor and prey povulauon withs,
out dmagin

Assuming we do want, to
control or harvest ‘wolves, in
some . areas, the question
arises as to the method. I be-
lieve that the Alaskan trappers
and. sportsmen’ should be en-
titled to  the surplus wolves.

I think that both resent the:
present situation which allows
a'few: individyals with air

.planes fo. take unlimited num-

bers of welves in an nnnpolt»-

mln]xke
@ thaee nlmltne

xumuu (take up'to, 90 wolves
in & single winter, receiving
for  each wolf $50 ‘in ‘bounty

. money (outof the General Fund

of the State of Alaska) plus
the walue of the pelt (820 to
$80).. -

1 propose instead thnc a bag
limit be “placed on the number
of , wolves an individual can
" take an, annual bag limit: of
pechaps ten wolves.'

-} am in compléte agicoment
with the current clagsification
of the wolf as a big gameé ani-
mal, and as & sportsman would
enjoy a wolf hunt in an area
where there were either excess
wolves or a wolf population
capable 'of  yielding a sus-
tained harvest.

‘Under'the cirrent condihons
of no bag limit, T foel that too’
many wolves are being taken
by ‘some “individuals’ out of
some areas ‘and, because of
the effectiveness of . aircraft,
5 can {nwnaa these lndividuals

"J
wolves ' ovel | .some faitly : ex-
tensive ' pgtts  of Alaska.
1 feel. Alaska would not. be
Alaska without  hér'wolves.
It is tather digmaying, to re-
call that a hundred years ago
wolves. roamed . throughout
North Anerica, but have aince
been extirpated from 45 of the
‘48 lower states.”’



