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Report documents Barrow of the 70s
BvBy jA'EjAEJANE' FENDER-

Fairbanks

PENDERFENDERPENDE-
RF.bankF.bankFbankFairbanks. > Da'yDayDaily, ' News Miner-

Rags

MnaMiner, '

RdRags' to flchesriches min less than aa-

decade
a-

decadedecade ma\mamatmasound\ sound likelie everyevery-

nne
every-

onenneone t, dream hutbut Iromfrom BarrowBarrow-

II

Barrow-

itIIit s' heenbeen a m"edmedmined" blessmgblessing 01Of01-

all

Of-

allall ""IJskanIJskanAlaskan COmmUnIties , BarroBarrowBarrow-

is
",

IS the one whICh has felt thethe-

mosl
the-

mostmoslmost Impact from the r-r-.North-

Slope
rrthNorthrthrth-

SlopeSlope oil development Some 15is1-

5good

is-

goodgoodgoodsomesome bad and lorfor a goodgood-

deal
good-

dealdealdealntdealofntof It grades aren'tarent' In vetvet-

The
vet-

TheThe populdtiOn'SpopuldtiOnSpopulation'spopulations ' up thethe-

birth
the-

bothbirthbothbirthrdlebothraterdlerate dn.ndnndown. and the annualannual-

death
annual-

deathdeathdeathraterate Jtat seven percent ISI-
SIwo

is-

twoIwotwo pomtspoints belobelow'" the nationalnationalJ-

Verdge
national-

averageJVerdgeaverage but lorfor not fully expli-

ahle
exphexpli-expli.-

.-.abab-ahleahleIe reasons the average annualannual-

deJlh
annual-

deathdeJlhdeath ralerate among ""IorthIorthNorth SlopeSlope-
II skunosskimos up to age 34 was fourfour-

times
four-

tmestmestimes, greaterreater than the national-

average

nattonalnationalnattonal-

"erdge""erdgeerdgeaverage dunnduringduringthethe earlearly> sevenseve-
nte

seven-

tiestetieste10, , \\1010Most" 0of' that was attnbutedattributedattnbuted-
I

attributed-
tIt JLldentaccidents_ ' aCLordlngaccording to thethe-

Public

the-

f"hh'f"hhfhhPublicPublicIlcalth" , IIeJlthIlcalth Service But thethe-

ui,"ui' , ,deIde rate among hkunosEskimos bebe-

een

be-

rv.een'rv.eenrveen'--eeneen. I '"+ ''hh" andandQ7\\Q7Q7l97b was tWicetWice-

Ine
twice-

ireIneire nJtlonJInationalnJtlonJIaeragenationalaverageaerageaverageaerage1-
1

average-

ill
;

\\1111ill these dndand more statISticsstatistics-

or.,.01\.01or.01Irom", \, Iromtaint a t.gUrttgUrtfigure. filled bookboo-
kpoded

book-

producedpodedproduced, " , bht, the InsltuteInsitute of SOSO.-

IJI

So-

lal.-.IJIIJI-lallal Jndand Economic, onomlC ResearchResearch-
I1I nl.enleni.cnic. ,vts" 01of Alaska AnotherAnotherI-

rIr" ''hehethe '" '''InIn'lanlan In the ArctKArctic "
,""fitfitcols' 11mthis pubhLJonpublication. , IS called

""EnergyEnergy Development and thethe-

North
the-

NorthNorth Slope InuptatInupiat " It com-

p

com-

piles
com-com-

ppileses a staggenngstaggering number of sta-

tistics
sta-

tlSttcS

sta-sta-

tlSttcStistics wmchwhich compare tlungsthings asas-

they
as-

theythey were in 1970 wIth howhow-

they
how-

theythey had become aseven yearsyears-

later
years-

laterlater when the surveys werewere-

done
were-

donedone
doneVdoneVillagers

VVillagersIllagers were asked to hstlisthst-

the
list-

thethe best and worst of commun-
Ity

commun-
ity

commun-commun-

Ity conditIOns-asconditIOnsas- they remem-

bered
remem-

bored
remem-remem -

boredbered them from 1970 , and asas-

thev
as-

theythevthey were min 19771977whenwhen the sur-

vey
sursur-.-

vey was takentaken-

Quened
taken-

QueriedQueriedQuened inm 1977 , North SlopeSlope-

villagers
Slope-

villagersvillagers remembered the vvillagesvagesvillages-

of
\\agesagesages-

ofof 1970 as beingbemg good places toto-

hve

to-

livelivehve inm terms of the old EskimoEskunoEskimo-

values
Eskuno-

valuesvalues of ""helpinghelping"helpmghelpmg and sharingshanng "

and a less definable categorycategory-

called
category-

calledcalled ""overalJoveralJ"overalloverall VIllage hfelife " Re-

membenng
Re-

membering
Re-Re-

membenngmembering back , they also men-

tioned
men-

tioned
men-men-

tionedtionedasas good thmgsthings the readreadilyreadily-

available
yy-

avanableavanableavailable fish and game , the lowlow-

level
low-

levellevellevelofof housmghousinghousmgcostshousingcostscosts andand-

thought
and-

thoughtthought that race relatIOns be-

tween
be-

tween
be-be-

tween wmteswhites and NatIves werewere-

good
were-

goodgood
goodBgoodBy

BBy) 1977 , the best aspects ofof-

v

of-

villagevvillagelage life vwere still ""helpinghelping"helpmghelpmg"helping-
and

"helpmg-
andand shanngsharingshanngandsharingandandandoveralloveralloverallvillagevvillagevillage-
life

lagelage-

hfelifehfe " But alsialso , jobs were muchmuch-

more
much-

moremore avaavailableable , the schools werewere-

better
were-

betterbetter , as was health carecare-

VIllagers
care-

VillagersVIllagers also rememberedlembered thethe-

worst
the-

worst
the-

wuiaiworstwuiai thingsuuii 3 aboutauuui Village lifehfe UlIn
1970 They were , inm order notnot-

enough
not-

enoughenough good jobs ,. the high levellevel-

of
level-

ofof drinkingdnnkmg ,, taking drugs andand-

fighting
and-

fightmgfightmgfighting In villages , not enoughenough-

oror not good enough airan trtranspor-
tation

transportranspor- .-

tationtatlOn in and out of vvillages"lages , thethe-

small
the-

smallsmall , crowded houshouses , and thethe-

poor
the-

poorpoor local shopping facthtibClhtlesfacilities By

1977 ., vvillagerslagers were alalarmedalarmed-

about
alarmed-

aboutabout , in order the highhIgh"oslhighost"vost"osloslost ofof-

food
of-

foodfood' ' and' 'othingothingclothing'
., the level ofof-

dnnkmg
of-

drinkingdrinkingdnnkmg , taking drugsdrugsandand figh-

ting
figh-

tmg
fighfigh- ¬-

tingtmg , the scarcity of fish andand-

game
and-

gamegame ,. poor race relations , and

locallocalshoppmglocalshoppingshoppmgshopping facilIties stillstill-

weren't
still-

weren'twerenweren'twerent' t good enoughenough-

But
enough-

ButBut the North Slope wwas; con-

sIderably
con-

siderably
con-con-

sIderablyerably more prosperous in
1977 than in 1970 Most famI-

lies
fami-

lies
famifamI- ¬-

lies owned theirtheu own homes ,,

and three out of four householdshouseholds-
Inin allallvillagesvvillageslages owned snowma-

chmes
snowma-

chmes
snowma-

i

snowma-snowma -

chmes Nearly half of all BarrowBarrow-

households
Barrow-

householdshouseholds ownedownedcarscars or truckstrucks-
m

trucks-
inmini 1977 , though few did in thethe-

smaller
the-

smallersmaller vvillajvillageslages The" same waswas-

true
was-

truetrue of larglarge, _apphancesappliancesrr ""FarFar"Far-

more
"Far-

moremore households inm BarrowBarrow-

owned
Barrow-

ownedownedownedrefngeratorsownedrefrigeratorsrefrigeratorrefngeratorsrefrigerators In 1977 thanthan-

dId
than-

diddid households inm AnaktuvukAnaktuvuk-
Pass

Anaktuvuk-
PassPass , WainwnghtWalnwnghtWainwright or PointPomtPoint-

Hope
Pomt-

HopeHope ," the survey said ButButteleV-

ISIon
Buttele-Butteletele-

coming

tele-

vision
tele-tele-

VISIon was coming inm strongstrong-

aboUf
strong-

abouabouaboUfaboUfa) a quarteruarter of all NorthNorth-

Slope
North-

SlopeSlope EskunoEskimono householdshouseholds-
bought

households-
boughtbought TV sets inm 19771977-

Oil

1977-

OilOil011011moneyenoughOilmoneyenoughmoneymoney-enoughmoneyenough--enough to pro-
VIde

pro-

vide
propro-¬-

vide a tax base of more than $$55SSS5S5-

billion
SS-

bbbillionhon in 1979 for the North

Slope BoroughBorough-proVIdedBoroughproVIded-provided jobs ,

jobs and more jobs for work-

hungry
work-

hungry
work-

hungry
work-work-

hungry InupiatInuplat '"'TheThe"The BoroughBorough-

and
Borough-

andand the Regional CorporationCorporation-
proVIded

Corporation-
providedprovided three out of four jobsjobs-

held
jobs-

heldheld be North Slope EskimosEskunos ,."
the report says North SlopeSlope-

Eskimo
Slope-

EskunoEskimoEskuno women entered thethe-

work
the-

workwork force inm dramatically in-

creased
in-

work

m-

creased
in-inm-m-

creased numbers , and In general ,

although some who wantedwanted-

work
wanted-

workwork couldn'tcouldnt' Find it , ""thethe crea-

tion
crea-

tion
crea-crea. ,. -

tion of the borough and the cccor-

poratIon
cor-

poration
cor-cor-

poratIon had dramatically re-

duced
re-

duced
re-re-

duced unemployment5nt"lnl9775ntlnl977." In 1977 ,

very few EskimosEskunos were workingworking-

for
working-

forfor odoil corcompanIes operalmgoperatingoperalmgatoperatingatatat-

Prudhoe
at-

PrudhoePrudhoe B.7-

Pipeline
B.7B7Bay. or for AlyeskaAlyeska-

Pipeline
Alyeska-

PrpehnePipelinePrpehne Service Co . AboutAboul 25-

percent

25-

percent
25

percent of the men said they hadhad-

rked

had-

worked
had-

workedworkedrked for one or the other atat-

some
at-

someauniesome tuneUrnetime in the past , butbut-

almost
but-

almostalmost no women had ever wor-

ked
wor-

ked
worwor-¬-

ked for themthem-

Stili
them-

Still
them-

StillStillStili , the report notesnoles oneone-

thing
one-

thmgthingthmg unchanged Slsincece 1970 AtAt-

that
At-

thatthat time ,. the few jobs availabeavailabe-

came
availabe-

camecame from the state and Mfederalfederal-

government
federal-

government

'

government In 1970 , jobs 'werewere-

still
were-

stillstill commgcomingmng from govemigovernment ,

though it was the North SlopeSlope-

Borough
Slope-

BoroughBorough gogovernment Instead ,

and the number of jobs it sup-

lied
sup-

lied
sup-

lied
sup-sup-

lied were far more than anyany-

other
any-

otherother government entity hadhad-

supplied
had-

suppliedsupplied in the past .,

The entry of women into thethe-

work
the-

workwork force inI the Arctic is re-rereo-

latlYelylatively new . But In one respect ,

it'sits' the same old story ., On thethe-

North
the-

NorthNorth Slope as elsewhere in thethe-

nation
the-

nationnation , the service and clericalc1encaclerical-

jobs !jobs held by women paidpllld a lotlot-

less
lot-

lessless than the construction jobsjobs-

held
jobs-

heldheld by the men . Women averag-

ed
averag-

ed
averag-averag -

ed $J200S200$200200 to $$250250S250 a week forfor-

theu

for-

thewtheuthew work wMewhile the men aver-

aged
aver-

aged
aver-aver-

aged $$600600S600 for skilled jobs susuch '

as heavy equipment operatorsoperators-
and

operators-
andand $$500500S500 as construction labor-

Eskimo

labor-

ers
labor-

ers
labor-labor-

ersers-

The
ers-

TheThe average annualannualmcomeannualincomemcomeincome ofof-

Eskimo
of-

EskunoEskimoEskuno households on the NorthNorth-

Slope
North-

SlopeSlope inI 1977 was $$22,50022500S22,500S22500,,, , up
30 percent from the 1970 aver-

age

iver-

age

iver-iveraveraver--.

age . Highest household IncomeIncome-

was
income-

waswas inI Barrow . But the reportreport-

uncovered
report-

uncovereduncovered an Iinterestingterestmg factfact-

Even
fact-

EvenEven though lincomecome UlCfease-

ddramatically
increasedUlCfeasedincreased-

dramaticallydramatically inUI those sevenseven-

years
seven-

yearsyears ; the distribution of that inlin-

come
in-in¬-

come remainedremamed unchanged , ""InIn
1970 , the poorest 40 percent ofof-

the
of-

thethe population got only 13 per-
cept

per-

cert
perper-¬-

ceptcert of total income ,. while thethe-

wealthiest
the-

wealthiestwealthiest 20 percent got 44 per-

cent
per-

cent
perper-¬-

cent of total income . "

The report also uncovereduncovered-
what

uncovered-
whatwhat researchers called ia ""phe-

nomenon
"phe-

nomenon
"phephe"phe-¬-

nomenon " whichwmch comphcates-
the

complicates-
the

complicatescomphcates
"the- - measurementint of the vworkwork-

force
work-

force

'

force In North Slope villages . ""AA"A-

Slgruficant
"A-

significantSlgruficantsignificant number ofofadultsadults in-

all
minm-

allall months of the year reportedreported-
they

reported-
they

reported-
theythey were unemployed andand-

ContInued
and-

Continued
and-

Continued(Continued on Page Five )



. BarrowBarrowjn
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in.in the 770s

(CorContinuedmued from Page Four ))

didn'tdidntd.dn'td.dntddnt. ' want to work ."
In examiningexam.nmgexamnmg. thistins figure , lhe-

report
thelhethe-

reportreport speculatesspeculatts thatthat-

perhaps
that-

perhapsperhaps menmtn who are out ofof-

work
of-

workwork inm winter might be con-

struction
concancon-¬.-

structionstrucl10n workers who knowknow-

thert
know-

theretherethert is no work , and thereforethtreforetherefore-
aren't

thtrefore-
aren'taren'tarent' lookinglookmg On the otherother-

hand
other-

handhand , ""tenten"IenIen percent ofofadultadultadult-

mtn
adult-

menmenmtn reportedrtported theytheywtretheywerewerewtre unun-

employed
un-un¬.-

employedtmploytd and didn'tdidnt' want workwork-

dunng
work-

duringduringdunng the peak employmenttmploymentemployment-
season

tmployment-
seasonseason Inn the lalelate summer , thIS-

mdlCates
thisthis-

indicatesmdlCatesindicatesj that , for a varietyvantty ofof-

personal
of-

personal
of-

rrsonalrrsonalpersonal_ reasons , many NorthNorth-

Slope
North-

SlopeSlope rmtnmen chose' 'to spend- - - -

partpart-

of
part-

of

- - -
of 19771977withoutwithout jobs "

It might be thought the rearea-

son
rea-rea¬.-

son for this would bebt that thesethtsethese-

men
thtse-

menmen wanted to hunt BuiBulBut thethe-

study
the-

studystudy reveals thatlhdt fewer than 4040-

percent
40-

perctnlpercentperctnl of all EskimoEsklJl10 adultsadults-

art
adults-

took
adults-

tooktook' part--artart in any given kindkmd ofof-

hunt
of-

hunting,hunthunting..vv. . . , mg. . , ,! ,. fishing or craftmakingcraftmakmg

(suchsuchasas skmskin sewmgsewingduring) dUring the-

study
thtthetht-

studystudy year But nearly .halfh.1lfh1lf the-

men
thethe-

men
the-

menmen over 18 took part in sspnngspringspring-
whaling

spnng-
whaling

]

whaling ,. and about the samesame-

number
same-

numbernumber went sealing and hun-

ting
hunhun-¬.-

tingtmg ducksduck. andandotherother waterfowlwaterfowl-

InIn faclfact ., Ihethe studysludy says ., ""MostMost"MoslMosl"Mosl-
EsklJl10

"Most-

EskimoEskimoEsklJl10 adults who reportedreported-

hunting
reported-

huntinghunting and fishingfishmg duringdurmgdurmgourduringourour-

study
ourour-

studystudy year said they had done so-

largely
soso-

largelylargely on weekends or during-

evenings
dUring-

evenmgs
during

evenmgsevenings after work The only-

exceptions
onlyonly-

exceptIOnscAiEftiunsexceptIOns were among thosethose-
who

those-
whowho had huntedhuntedwhaleswhales or help-
ed

helphelp-¬.-
edcd whalingwhalingcrewscrews , about halthallhallofofof-

those
of-

thosethose saidsa.dsad. thisths, activityactlvlly tooktook-

most
took-

mostmost of theirlhelr timettme during lhe-

short
thelhethe-

shortshort. . . . _ .".LimgLimgwhalmgwhaling sjjsopseason
The report- ,> ort continuesconimues thatIh3t re-

searchers
re-

archers
re-rereoreo-

searchers
-

searchersarchers asked EskimoEsklm\EsklmEsklmadults\ ) adultsadults-

how
adults-

howhownow much timelime theirthen fathersfdthers hadhad-

spent
had-

spentspent hunthunting109 , fishing andandworkwork-

ig

work-

ing

work-work-.

109ingig ., with Ihesethese results ""SoSo ,. in-

general
inmm-

generalgeneralneral., .n.11it seems that theIhe t.me-

Eskimos
timet.metmetime-

Eskimos
.

Eskimos spendrend hunthunting109 and fish-

ing

fishfish- ¬.-
ing109 has been dedmdecliningIng over sever-sever -.

aJal decades . and thaithat b\bbib1977\ 1977 .,

w.thwthwithw.thanwithan. an abundanLeabundance of Jobslobs tn111.,
North SlopeSlope1llages\\1llages1llagesvillages most Eski-
mos

EsloEski-Eski .-

mos huntedhuntedandand fishedfishedonon IheutheirIheu-

Itme
their-

timeItmetime off from Jobs BulBut fewfew-

E.amo
few-

EskimosE.amoEamoEskimos.. . believed thaithat the reduc-
ed

reduc-
ed

reduc-reduc-

ed limetime available for hunltnghuntinghunltng-

and
hunting-

andand fishlOgfishing p-venledpvenledprevented,-. them fromfrom-

getting
from-

gettinggetting .Ihethe mealmeat and fish IheytheyIhey-

wanled
they-

wanted '-wanledwanted
An Interesltnginteresting pomtpoint many-

made
mdnymanymdny-

mademade was Ihatthat most of thethe-

Eskimo
the-

lsJ.lffiOlsJ.lffiOlsJlffiOEskimo. households 111ininadl0111adl0111vlllagadlvillagesvlllagvillagesvillages-

reported '"reponedreported they had recetvedreceivedrecetvedsomereceivedsomesomesome-
of

some-
ofof theutheir .wildlid fishfishandand !Umegenre fromfrom-

olher
from-

otherolherother households 111in 1977 . andand-

aboul
and-

aboutaboulabout half the householdhouseholds. repmreporrepm-
led

repor-
tedledted IIthe-thethehad",- had IOJnedloaned huntmghuntinghuntmgorhuntingororor-

fishing
or-

fishlOgfishlOgfishing equIpment andandor,or" moneymoney-

to
money-

toto 01othershers The S\gmfSgmfSgmfLanLestcmftc.ansestcmftcanse\ .LanLe 01of01-

thIS
of-

thisthIS Ihethe reponreport a<says, IS IhJIChet IhlSthisIhlS-

shanng
this-

sharingshanngsharing value ..hKhhKhAhtih hJShas alwJS-
been

alwJ\SalwJSalwaysalways-

been \been 51stronglOng 10in lhethe Inup'atInupatInuptat' , ulul-

Lure

ul-

turetureLure JppeJrsappears 10to sltllstill he so des-

pite
desdes- .-

pilepite Ihethe manymanychangesmanyi.hanges.changesi.hangesihanges ..hKhhKhwhichwhich-
have

.hKh-

havehavehaveLuned'o'--LunedLunedurted


