
Herring management studvstudy begins
The booming herring roe fishfish-

ery
fish-fish.-

ery IS now under study by the-

Alaska
thethe-

AlaskaAlaska Department of Fish andand-

Game
and-

GameGame ., whICh has commISSIOnedcommISSIOned-

thethe Ul1lvemtyUniversityersity of Alaska ,. JuneJuneauJuneau-

toto conductuct a major studystudyininmin-

order
m-

orderorder to) unimproveprove the state'sstatesstate's-

management
state's-

management

'
managementlent of the fishery TheThe-

U

The-

UAJUUAJAJ studydy to be conducted byby-

Dr

by-

DrDr Mike StekollStekoUStekoUofStekollofof the fishenes-

department
fisheriesfishenesfisheries-

departmentdepartment; nt , will look intomto pro-

ductivity
propro-

survnal
pro-pro-.

ductlvltvductivity survnalsurv\\alsurvalsurvital\ \ and growthgrowth-

rates
growth-

ratesrates
ratesAlthough

Although mustmost Amencans-

have

AmencansAmericansAmericans-

havehave never tasted herring roetoe .,

the Japanese consider 11it da delldeli

cacycy . ""KoKo"KomocluKomoclu"KomochaKomocha kombu ,"" as thethe-

Japanese
the-

JapaneseJapanese call it , is eaten raw andand-

served
and-

servedservedservedwithwith the brown !seaweedseaweed-

onon which the ruhsrmfIShermennn-

Stekoll
fmdfind IIitII-

StekoU
it-

StekollStekollStekoU saidsaidmostrmost of the her-

ring
herher-her.-

ringnng roe fishingftshmg In Alaska IS donedone-

m

done-

ininm the TogiakTOglak area of Bristol BayBay-

where
Bay-

wherewhere the herring grow to oneone-

and
one-

andand a half pounds and up to 1616-

inches
16-

mchesinchesmches long Most of the res-

search
res-

search
res-res-.

searchsearchwillwill be conducted there ,.

along withwtth some comparative rere-

search
re-

search
re-re¬-

search inIII southeastern The costcost-

of
cost-

ofof the project is estimatedestunatedestunatedatestimatedatatat-

S93ooo$$93,00093000S93ooo593,000593000,
, over the nextnexl fourfour-

years
four-

yearsyears and will be funded by the

Department of Fish and Game .

There are two kindskmds of hher-

ring
herher-.-

rmgring roe flShenes-sacflShenessacfisheries-sacfisheries-- roe , collec-

ted
coUeccollec-collec.-

ted by purse semerssemen and gill net-

ters
netnet-.-

ters in commerciacommercial! boats , andand-

roe
and-

roeonkelproeroe-on-kelproeonkelp- n-ltelpnltelp-- , wllectedcollected by peoplepeople-

using

people-

usmgusmgusing a bucket and a small sktffskiff .

The sac roe fIShery , by far thethe-

larger
the-

largerlarger of Ihethe two> , producedproduced-
S6$$66S6 7 millionmllhon inm sales inm 1979 , acac-

cording
ac-ac¬.-

cording to the BristolBnstol Bay NativeNative-

ASSOClallon

Native-

AssociationAssociationASSOClallon In the TogiakTOglakTOglakareaarea ,

the first large harvestharvesl took placeplace-

inin111 1977 In 1979 , a totalloldl of
10,11510115, metricmelnc tonsIons of herringherrmgherring-

was
herrmg-

waswas harvested ,. fallingfaUmg short ofof-

the
of-

thethe 1212,0001200012,000metric,,000000,000metricmetric tonIon limitltmllInuit .

The roeroe-on-kelproeonkelp- n-ltelpnltelp--- fishingflshmg I-
Sdone

isis-

donedone in the irttertidalmterlldaintertidal! area , and IS-

an
isis-

anan importantunportant part-timeparttimepart-tunetune-- incomemcomeincome-

for
mcome-

forfor many people inm the Bnstol-

Bay
BristolBnstolBristol-

BayBay area each springsprmg

It requires no major invest-

ment
investinvest-.-

ment in fishing gear . The rakerake-

and
rake-

andand bucket fishermen tamedearned a-

tota
a-

total
ta

totaltotatotalof! of $$269269S269JOOOS269ooo,lOG in 1979 byby-

coUecting
by-

collectingcollectingcoUecting 415415000415,000415000;pOO, pounds ofof-

roe
of-

roeroe , about 4 percent of the total-

value
totaltotal-

valuevalue of the sac roe fishery .

The key to the roemeonkelpf-
ishery

roe-on-kelproeonkelpme-on-kelpme-- n-ltelpnltelpnltelpf-

IShery

--
fishery is the rockweed , a brownbrown-

algae
brown-

algaealgae , on which the 1herring' dep-

osit
depdep-J .-

oatOSltosit layer upon layilayer of clear-

eggs

clearclear-

eggseggs during the spawispawning seasonseason-

Both
season-

BothBoth the kelp and the roe areare-

harvested
are-

harvestedharvested by the fishermen .

Stekoll'jStekolljStekoU'sStekoUsStekoll'sStekolls' study will gainpin imunim-

portant
im-im¬.-

portant informationmformaUon about thethe-

growth
the-

growthgrowthgrowthralegrowthrateraterale , lifeItfe cycle and reore-rereo-

colol1lZ3uon
re-

colonization

-

colonizationcolol1lZ3uon rates of the iseasea-

weed
sea-sea.-

weedweedininm Alaska waters . ""ForFor in-

stance

in-

stance
in-in-

stance , if kelp is able to recoverrecover-

completely
recover-

completelycompletely in one year after a

SO50 percent harvest , the quota

could be raised , resulting in-

thousands
InIn-

thousandsthousands of dollars of addition-
al

additionaddition- .-
al income for the fishefishermen ,"
Stekoll said . The present quotaquota-
Isis set at 10 percent of the eses-

timated
es-

tnnntxl
es-es-.

tunatedtimatedtnnntxl VV1rkelp1r % availablevattiYtl * Inin ftthethe-

area
the-

area

, .
area .

To help conduct the study ,

Stekoll will employ two grad-

uate
gradgrad-¬.-

uate students in fisheriesfOOeries . Mar-

shal
MarMar- ¬.-

shalsha! Kendziorek and John Mc-

Connaughy
Mc-

Connaughy
Mc-Mc--.

Connaughy will begin workingworkmgworking-

this
workmg-

thisthis spnngspring in three areas of Met-

e

Met-

ervflc

Met-

erviilc
Met-Met--

eervflcerviilcrvik Bay , whichwhichwillwinwill bebeoffoffoff-

limits
off-

limitslimits to commercial fishingflSlungfishing-

The

fishing-

TheThe students will stay at aa-

FISh

a-

FishFish and Game camp itat the baybay-

from

bay-

rom(fromrom May 1I to July 15 . TheThe-

camp

The-

campcamp consists of a few wall tentstents-

and

tents-

andand food suppliessuppltes wulwill be flownflown-

in

flown-

inin weekly from DfllinghimDillmghamDillingham .


