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WeWe would like to express our gratitude to SenatorSenator-
Mike

Senator-
MikeMike Colletta and his .SpecialSpecial.,Sp cial Committee on Alcohol andand-
AlcoholR

and-
AlcoholRelatedAlcohol-RelatedAlcoholRelatedAlcohol-RAlcoholR- lated Problems for offering to the legislaturelegislature-
their

legislature-
theirtheir package of bills to deal with Alaska'sAlaskas' worst healthhealth-
problem

health-
problemproblem . Like many others , particularly in'in' rural Alaska ,
we have been frustrated at the delays encountered in getget-get-
ting

get-
ting

¬-
ting the bills drafted and into the hopper . IfIt seemedep1ed forfor aa-

while
a-

whilewhile that the commitment Mr . Colletta made last summersummersummer-
to

summersummer-
toto draft legislationlegisl tion based , on extensiveextensiye public testimonytestimony-
had

testimony-
hadhad faltered .

We do not hesitate to say here that the outpouring ofof-
constructive

of-
constructiveconstructive sentiment by Alaskans last summer should bebe-

sufficient
be-

sufficientsufficient impetus to see most of these bills through toto-
passage

to-
passagepassagepassage-passageand.- and implementation . We trust that the problem ofof-
alcoholism

of-
alcoholismalcoholism will not become a political issue subject to thethe-
petty

the-
pettypetty whims of legislators running hard to retain theirtheir-
seats

their-
seatsseats this year.

As indicated in a related story in this issue , there isis-

one
is-

one 'one outstanding conflictconflict between the approach to alcoalco-alco-
holism

alco-
holism

-¬-
holism taken by Sen . Colletta and that taken by Gov .

Hammond . Hammond feels that there should be no inin-inin-

crease
in-

crease
¬-

crease in appropriations to state programs without concam ¬=

current new revenues being available to make up for thethe-
increase

the-
increaseincrease . To this end , Hammond has proposed an exciseeexcise-
tax

)cisecise-
taxtax on liquor to pay ' for improved alcoholism programspprogramsgra.msgrams. . ,

Mr . Colletta disagrees .

It is'is,' our feeling that CovGov . Hammond'sHammondsHammond' , approach isis-

not
is-

notnot only fiscally responsible , but that it conformsconfonns totoatoap-
rinciple

, aa-

principleprinciple used in other instances : that an industry whichwhich-
has

which-
hashas a negative impact on the lives of peopleshouldpeople , should be heldheld-
liable

held-
liableliable to some degree for that impact.. Let us elaborate :

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY : There is a lot to be saidsaid-
for

said-
forfor spending money when you have it and restraining youryour-your-
self

¬.-
self when you do not . We feel that untiluntil the mechanicsmecbanics ofof-

the
of-

thecapitalthe PermanentPennanent Fund are tinnedfirmed up and the cost of the capicapi-¬-
tal move eliminated or made to conformconfonn to reality and theth'e'',

oil pipeline is pumping crude at full capacity , that fiscalfiscal-
caution

fiscal-
cautioncaution is called for . In addition , we feel it is unreasonableunreasonable-
forfor the state'sstates' citizens and lawmakers to continue propro--¬-
jectingprojectingprosperity on the basis of oil wealth .., We will notnot-
commentcomment at this point on the merits of increasing presentpresent-
oil

present-
oiloilexpectthatand gas taxes , but we do think it'sits' unfair to expect
that one industry to pay an unfair portion of our ticketticket-
into

ticket-
intointo the future .

INDUSTRY IMPACT : Since the adventadvent'of'ofof' a certaincertain-
amount

certain-
amountamount of environmental responsibilityresponsiqility in our countrycountryexpectindustriesduringdcountrydcountryduringring the last decade , it has been customary to ':.expectexpect.,
industries to pay , directly or indirectlyindirectlytindirectlyfort, for the negative.negative.
impact.negativeimpactnegativeimpactthey have on the health andandsocialsocial well-b.eingwellb.eingwellb.eingbeingwell-being-

. ofof-
citizens

.
citizens . Auto manufacturers must pay the ' cost of imim-imim-

proved
im-

proved
¬-

,' proved ,. emission controls to preserve the integrity of ourour-
air

our-
airair ; we are beginning to realizerealize.that'airrealize.thatairrealizethatair.thatthat.,that'airthatair'air quality ranksrank with-
ease

,withwith-
easeprioritiesWeease and speed of traveltrtravel-ontravelonvelon,- on our list of lifestyle priorities-prioritiespriorities -.
We recognizerecognize'thatrecognizethat' that the manufacturers will pass some of-
their

of\ofoPoP-
their \ ;

their costcost., burdenburcJ n on to us in the formf nn off higherhigherprices', prices . <

In thethe-thesame"- same way , oil companies are expectedexp.ected. to be liableliable-
for

liable-
forfory.theforythefor , ,..,the on-shoreonshore-- impact of offshore'offshore', oil explorationexplorationand'- and

a- nd--

and
a- nd'- and

.' developmentdegreeThis, at least to some degree . .
';/ThisThis/This principleprincipte should apply no less to the problem ofof-

alcoholism
of-

alcoholismliquorhasalcoholism impactWpact . The industry that manufactures liquor
has ,a negativenegat v impactimeact on society , that much is apparent, ,'

withoutwithout contriving a measureme3Sltremeaspremeaspreof, ""

of how great the impact is .
We have no qualms about urging the implementationimplementa.timplementatimplementa.ton. on of aa-

tax
a-

taxtax on thedie liquorIquor! industry to help offsetoffs t the negative imim-imim-
pact

im-
pact

¬-
pact its pursuit .ofof., profit through the sale of intoxicating
beveragesintoxicatingbeverages. Certainly , we would

,
expect the consumer in



f1' < 'WW' .

., a:', f.
,

?t,' . i
: " "'IIII' ;:

.
{; . .ff.

, ffIf-IfIf-', I "
' 'ii"' f ''ii'. ' \; ' ,. "

j
. . v:v1:< \11'\' , ,

: 'ii' -.
.

114 '114"t'shoulder-1Z'shouldershoulder1Z'shoulder1Zof'IJIIJI' ti\ItiI\ ? J-JJj- ' " _ _ i \ '.' '1:111:' j "' ' ' l 'ii!i'turriiturri"tt"( tum'totumtoturn to shoulderhoulder'parthoulderpart$ '-part ofotthethe financial'tiurdenfinancialtiurdenfinancialrmancial burdenburoen ," . , , f '
," . , JJ-

t.vIs
; \t.vt.v*\.ft lttbIttisIt 'risris' 'importantimportant'*''importantltoimportantltoiinportanV40'to ;:' fibfc.thatSwefibfcthatSweriotot\thaH\vetregretthaHvetregretotthaHvetregret

,

eithat\'.,
c\we * regret ' MrMrkM44 |,'< Colletta'sCollettasColletta's-

position
CoUCO lletta'sllettastta'sttas'

' : positionpo tion
.
onon

,. Jhelfhtheexcise, exciseexciSe, '"'ta4ta4'taxl"buttaxlbutt JI: ,'DutDutbut'" if does not blinjdblnfblind!! usus to thetiet el
" '

1'1111'1pojteltelObVIOUSiobviousmeritsofobviousObVIOUS meritsments , of . manymany-ofthemanyofthe,.

-

ofot1the, the bfljsjthatbillsdthatbills] that he diddidiintroduce.ldidiintroducelintroducemtroduce\lmtroducel. , \r.':.
'WeWe1'"WW" ' We:,,11, Koplii ppepexMr'xMrMrMt;:{CoUettaCollettoll ta-iViptaiVip'.'-willwill1 '"'!'continue'continue

'

o ti11e'10e'10e10' loto display a-commUnfacommUnfacommUnf-
ment

aa-acommitsacommits-' c p1 !l ,,
,\-.'

ment toto the battlebattIeonbattle , on
.
alcoholism in thethe'hallsthehalls', halls of thethe legfylegfs-legfslelegf-

slature'and
:"- '

.1i1i;. lature'andlatureandentughfordalegislatorto; , J)' \ oil-thenoilthen\- e ; ,
SenateYfloore 3: e fl o' . IIt is not. ot

.
eentughforda(? ghfo.rghfor,},

.
,
a :

legislatortOput.rhislegislatortOputrhisleiPSlatlegislatorto; ;,,;.!! :': plth,1Splth1Sput.} rhis.:
,

' coristituentsconstit'uentsconstituentson l uents' ' wishI list
.
in

_
tfyetl ie hopper-hopperhopperthopper-

To
hhopper-

To
pet:t,- ' .

. ,To do'do' ., soso will'doomwilldoomwill 'doomdoom',doom the ,
bills'bills' to deathdeatIi from indifferencemin4lifferencelfference ;. ,,,' ;:'., J3il1smust'1)fnJ3il1smust1fn,3UlsBills ;;mustbejnurturedmust-mustmustb6'nurtured'arid'- b6'nurtured-'aridb6'nurturedb6nurtured'aridarid) ( ' rturd"arid.mandarid.mandaridman"-

.

'arid-aridaridmanaged-., managedged through committees , "-

y
:
' around'ound-polities'under'oundoundpolities'underpolitiesunder' '-, politics ;''Underunder'andioverunderandiover>:'andandoverId

'
-overover-: ver ignoranceignignoranceandraric and imisunder-imisundermis!' imisunder11'misttdetmisttdettder-,:

11IS standingfandin .;:' 'WeWe
' We '

,
see:see

'
nonno'reasorl'wltynoreasorlwlty.ieasieas.'reasonrt 'why'w.hyw.hy. the best ofof.theofthe. fhethe HammondiIamlnondfiammorid ,"

andand'CollettaandColletta'" 'Collettall tt ' prppproposalssaIs cannot become law by tHe time thetthe-
legislature

ee-

i

e-

leglsla
i

legislatureleglsla.
,

re . goesgoe )1o1o)1o1e)home1e} this yeary
. ar if so managedm aged.1aged1. ! We .hphp.,hope? '

'

.

, Sen . CollettaConettaCollette and hish colleagues/onthecolleaguesonthecolleagues
.

'/ on .thethe.,. special alcoholismalcoholisn1
'

r
- committee

'
mmittee

"
,.agreeagree.agreeagree
.- ,

. ." ,
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